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  Day School Reminder   

 
The Society’s annual day school returns to Wokingham with another exciting programme of recent 
archaeological work in Berkshire. It will be held on Saturday 4 March 2017 at The Cornerstone, Norreys 
Avenue, Wokingham RG40 1UE, from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. The cost is £10, payable at the door (please 
note that lunch is not provided). Please consult the BAS website (www.berksarch.co.uk) or contact Trevor 
Coombs (tacoombs1@gmail.com) for further details. 
 

Dates for your diary 

 

Saturday 18 March 2017 Lecture The Portable Antiquities Scheme and the Watlington Viking Hoard 
by David Williams, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 5 April 2017 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m. 
 
Saturday 8 April 2017 Lecture Beyond London’s Walls: recent excavations at the site of the Crossrail 
Broadgate Ticket Hall by Robert Hartle, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m. 
 
Friday 21 April to Monday 24 April BAS Spring Tour to East Anglia 
 
Wednesday 5 July Visit to Stonor Park 
 
Thursday 13 July Visit to Marden Henge 
 

From our Chairman 

Dear Members 

There is no doubt that the new website and monthly News sheet has enlivened our archaeological interest 
as reflected in the growing number of members and the attendance at our meetings. We are always looking 
for new input and ideas, please email them to me.  
 
Also, thanks go to the contributors to our new Journal that you have received as part of your subscription. It 
is a ‘tough read’ so take just one article at a time and bring any queries raised to the meetings. Also, if you 
have an interest that we could explore, an idea for an investigation or wish to participate more, please talk to 
a Councillor at a meeting. 
 
The 2017 Spring Tour arrangements to the East Anglia are almost complete and ideas for field work are 
emerging. We haven’t quite finished planning the fieldwork for the year, so watch the News sheet if you are 
interested. Also, we are still stunned from finding that our 2016 medieval excavation at Blounts Court, 
Sonning Common turned out to contain some Roman pottery and ceramic building material.  
 
Ann Griffin  
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Berkshire Archaeological Journal volume 82 

Volume 82 of the BAJ has been published and has been 
distributed free to Society members. The cost to non-
members is £15. Copies can be obtained from Catherine 
Petts. 
 

The following articles are in this volume: 
 

Cross Dykes: An Interpretation by R. J. Brewer 
 

Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval remains at Caley’s 
Department Store, 19‒23 High Street, Windsor, 
Berkshire by Nicholas Cooke, Wessex Archaeology 
 

Prehistoric, Roman and post-medieval remains at 
Raghill Farm Quarry, Aldermaston, West Berkshire 
by S. E. Clelland and A. Manning, Wessex Archaeology  

 

Bronze Age to Roman site at George’s Farm, 
Crookham, Berkshire by Nicholas Cooke, Wessex 
Archaeology 
 

Locating ‘Hawkridge Wood’. Interpreting the 
Bucklebury Charter of AD 956 by Dick Greenaway 
 

Excavations at Park Way, Newbury, Berkshire by Tim 
Allen, Kate Brady, and Steve Lawrence, Oxford 
Archaeology 
 

Artefacts from Reading goal? by Anthea Harris 

Archaeology on Saturdays 

A causewayed enclosure and later 
discoveries at Thame, Oxfordshire 
A talk by Ken Welsh, 19 November 2016 
 

Ken Welsh (Regional Manager, Oxford Archaeology) 
described exciting discoveries at Thame during 
excavations in advance of housing. The site is on a ridge 
of land that dips down to the floodplain. Preliminary 
trenching showed great archaeological potential on the 
higher ground, mostly Iron Age and Romano-British with 
a hint of Saxon. The excavation was undertaken as a 
joint enterprise by Oxford Archaeology and Cotswold 
Archaeology. 
 

Some Early Neolithic pit clusters (from c.4000 BC) 
contained potsherds and flints. Soil samples showed the 
presence of hazelnuts and wheat, a mixture of wild and 
domesticated food typical of the Early Neolithic. A series 
of other pits in lines was interpreted as a causewayed 
enclosure, an Early Neolithic monument type consisting 
of an inner circuit of pits/ditches at the brow of the hill 
and two more circuits lower down. Later geophysics 
revealed the complete 260 m diameter enclosure. These 
rare monuments began to be constructed c.3700‒3600 
BC and are mostly distributed in southern Britain with 
distinct groups along the Thames and its tributaries. 
They probably functioned as meeting places. People 
were then living in small, relatively mobile groups and 
the process of creating the monument was probably as 
important for binding the community together as the 
finished enclosure. 
 

The pits contained material that had been imported from 
some distance, including both plain and decorated 
pottery. The quantity of pots, more than 5,000 sherds, 
forms one of the largest known assemblages of Early  
 

Neolithic pottery and is of national importance. The pots 
were brought to the monument by different groups, 
deliberately smashed into large pieces and dumped. 
Some unusual ‘hybrid’ pottery may represent the sharing 
of ideas between groups. Most of this material came 
from the inner circuit of pits and especially from the pits 
flanking what is interpreted as the main entrance to the 
enclosure, it being on the natural route up from the 
floodplain. The second circuit of pits is on the spring line 
where water oozes out onto the surface; causewayed 
camps are often associated with water. Some of the pits 
were enlarged and contained a central posthole, similar 
to the Neolithic ‘pit-dwellings’ described by Piggott and 
that, it is now thought, probably held totem poles. 
 

A small Late Neolithic henge (c.2200‒2000 BC) was 
constructed within the causewayed camp opposite its 
main entrance, showing the earlier monument had 
retained its significance over a long period of time. 
Surprisingly, no Bronze Age pottery was found. 
 

An Early Iron Age settlement (c.700‒400 BC) was built 
further down the slope avoiding the location of the 
causewayed enclosure. It consisted of D-shaped 
enclosures, four-post granaries, roundhouse ring gullies, 
and about 120 storage and rubbish pits. Bell-shaped 
storage pits were distinguished from other pits that 
contained large quantities of animal bones and pottery. 
Two pits contained crouched burials; one was intact 
whereas the other had apparently been exhumed some 
ten years later when still partly articulated. The upper 
part of the body was lifted, turned 180 degrees and then 
laid back on top together with a pot and a horse skull 
and reburied. An adjacent pit contained the skeleton of a 
horse minus its head. There was little evidence for a 
Middle Iron Age presence, but many Late Iron Age and 
Roman features. The latter included droveways and 
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trackways running up from the floodplain that appear to 
reflect the movement of animals and crops from the 
surrounding areas into a series of enclosures that were 
rearranged from time to time throughout the Roman 
period. One droveway converged with the modern road 
at the Cuttle Brook and may represent the position of an 
ancient ford. There were several corn dryers suggesting 
this was an agricultural processing centre and huge 
quantities of charred grain and weed seeds were found. 
Domestic pottery and some personal items including a 
ring with an intaglio of the god Mercury were recovered, 
but no villa. Roman activity did not extend beyond the 
outer circuit of the causewayed camp, suggesting this 
monument was still visible after 4000 years.  
 

Some early Saxon structures suggest possible continuity 
of use from the Roman period since there was no 
evidence that the site had become overgrown. Eleven to 
12 grubenhausen were dotted around the slope 
overlooking the Thame valley, and most were 
associated with weaving. There was vague evidence for 
a hall structure. One sunken-floored hut had a beaten 
earth floor with a shallow longitudinal pit for a loom base, 
with the loom weights in situ. This site was 
contemporary with early Saxon Thame, where a royal 
minster church was recorded in AD 675. 
 

Janet Sharpe 
 

Archaeology found on holiday 
10 December 2016  
 

Neolithic Malta: the temple culture 

A talk by Janet Sharpe 
 

Malta is famous for its megalithic temples that have long 
been considered unique, although some of their features 
suggest a deep-seated connection with Neolithic 
Western Europe. 
 

 
Rear view of the temple at Taxien. The grass covers the 
rubble-filled area between the inner and outer walls. 

 
A typical temple plan consists of a short entrance 
passage leading to two semi-circular side apses, a 

second passage leading to a second pair of side apses, 
and a terminal apse.  
 

The trilithon entrance is in the centre of a slightly 
concave facade and the overall plan resembles the 
burial chambers of the West Kennet long barrow. 
Although the temples themselves were not used for 
burials they probably served for the performance of 
rituals that bound the community together, much as the 
rituals thought to have been held in the forecourts of 
Neolithic burial complexes elsewhere.  
 

 
Ggantija: rear wall. 
 

The first temples were constructed around 3500 BC and 
appear to have originated as above-ground versions of 
lobe-shaped rock-cut chambers that were used for 
collective and disarticulated burials. The inner chambers 
were surrounded by a massive external wall of 
orthostats topped with horizontal ashlars, with the space 
between filled with rubble. Sometimes one or more 
additional temples were built adjacent to the first and the 
external wall was then remodelled to enclose them all. 
The survival of fine spiral and geometric carvings in 
some of the temples suggests that they were originally 
roofed, and although none of the temples survives to its 
original height traces remain to indicate that the roofs 
were corbelled in a similar way to those of the 
Newgrange and Maes Howe passage graves in far-
distant Ireland and Orkney respectively. 
 

The Neolithic in Orkney – The Ness of Brodgar 

A talk by Anne Harrison 
 

It was only in 2003 that the first inklings of the wonders 
of the Ness of Brodgar were first discovered. Since then 
the Ness has developed into an internationally renowned 
excavation, attracting archaeologists annually from wide 
and far to take part in the dig. To quote the guide book, 
‘This was a place of pivotal importance to the Neolithic 
people who lived in the more modest settlements that 
we find scattered across Orkney. It was the heart of their 
world.’  
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Timeline 

 3600 BC earliest settlements on Orkney 

 3300 BC earliest structures at Ness 

 3100 BC Phase 1 enclosure at Stonehenge 

 3000 BC building of structures 1, 8, 12, 14; 
Skara Brae 

 2900 BC building of structure 10; Avebury henge 

 2500 BC major stone settings at Stonehenge 
and Avebury 

 2400 BC structure 10 decommissioned 

 2300 BC round barrows; metalworking begins 

 2200 BC Ness site robbed and abandoned 
 

Site looking south: causeway, Maeshow over top left, Stones 
of Stenness top centre. Structures are rectangles with rounded 
corners. Water pipe runs across the site. 
 

Plan of site showing numbered structures overlapping each 
other as the site was created and redeveloped. 

Structure 10. 
 

The largest building, known as Structure 10, is 25 m 
long by 19 across with 4 m thick walls. Standing stones 
guard the entrance, free-standing dressers line the 
walls, there is decorated stone, and little pots containing 
pigment were found; it was not a domestic building. Built 
around 2900 BCE, it was in use to 2400 BCE then 
decommissioned with an enormous feast; 100s of cattle 
were slaughtered and their bones placed in the 
passageway. 
 

Grooved Ware from Orkney.  
 

The oldest dates for Grooved Ware are from Orkney. It 
was first made here 3100 BCE and spread outwards. 
Archaeological theory had assumed GW in Britain was 
imported from the Continent. It is common at 
Stonehenge, Durrington Walls, and Marden, in the 2nd 
century BCE. 

http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-looking-south/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-looking-south/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-plan/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-plan/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-st10/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-st10/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-grooved-ware-2/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-grooved-ware-2/
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Carved decoration. 
 

The site is also remarkable for the carved decorations 
found on faces and edges of stones. 
 

Neolithic and Roman sites in Western France 
A talk by Andrew Hutt 
 

The Loire Valley and Brittany have a rich archaeology. 
The sites presented in this talk included the Roman 
civitas capitals at Le Mans, Tours, and Vannes, the 
Neolithic site at Carnac, and lots of timber framed 
buildings. 
 

Le Mans Roman walls. 
 

How important was the role of religious space in the 
military order sites in the Latin Kingdom 
A talk by John Sargent 
 

John talked about how the castles of the military orders 
took on the identity of a monastery. By way of example, 
the c.1186 castle of Margat in the County of Antioch, 
(western Syria), owes its claustral layout to Cistercian 
ideas about the arrangement of buildings. 
 

 

 
Plan of Margat Castle. 
 

How did they make those beautiful 
things? 
A talk on Romano-British metalworking by Dr Justine 
Bayley, 21 January 2017 
 

Justine Bayley explained the intricacies of Romano-
British non-ferrous metalworking. She whetted our 
appetite first by showing us some priceless examples: 
the Crosby Garrett parade helmet discovered by a metal 
detectorist in Cumbria in 2010; the Staffordshire 
Moorlands pan discovered in 2003, with a polychrome 
enamel decoration and an inscription naming four of the 
forts along Hadrian’s Wall; and other objects including 
statuettes and enamelled brooches. The evidence for 
non-ferrous (gold, silver, copper alloys, lead, and 
tin/pewter) metalworking comes from the objects 
themselves, the presence of production debris, scientific 
analyses of material finds, and ancient and historic 
documents. Justine led us through some of the aspects 
of metalworking under the following headings: 
processes, workshops, and shaping and decorating 
techniques. 
 

Processes are both chemical (smelting, refining, 
alloying) and physical (melting, shaping, annealing). 
Primary production involves mining, smelting and 
refining/alloying; secondary production is 
melting/casting, smithing, finishing, and use. Evidence 
survives in the form of ingots (different shapes and sizes 
for different metals), crucibles, moulds, scrap metal, and 
part-finished objects. Some small copper alloy ingots 
were shaped like chocolate bars and could be broken 
into pieces as required. Crucibles also came in different 
shapes and sizes with the smaller thumb-pots being 
used for precious metals. Some crucibles had an outer 
clay layer to prevent it falling apart if it cracked in use 
and sometimes this, or lost-wax casting moulds and, 
most commonly, piece moulds of two or more parts that 
fitted together, were used. The Romans made moulds of 
different materials: clay, stone, metal, antler – even 
cuttlebone – and they could be used repeatedly for 
mass-production. Multi-moulds were piece moulds that 
were fitted together with a single entry hole for the 

http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-carvings/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/four-talks-by-bas-members/ness-of-brodgar-carvings/
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molten metal: cone-shaped multi-moulds could produce 
12‒16 spoons at one casting. Piece moulds made of 
metal were held together with a wire loop and wooden 
peg; being more massive than the object cast, they did 
not melt in use and could be recycled to make new 
moulds as fashions changed. Two-piece stone moulds 
were used for casting pewter plates and bowls. Lost wax 
casting was only used to make fairly large, one-off fancy 
objects such as statuettes. Scrap metal included sprue 
and failed castings. Part-finished objects, particularly 
coin blanks and brooches, may be found and these can 
provide information on production methods. 
 

By 1992 a total of 242 metal-processing workshops had 
been recognised in Britain, in forts, towns, and rural 
settlements alike. They were not restricted to just a few 
large centres and it appears that metalworking was 
conducted everywhere. It is not known whether this was 
done by itinerant metalworkers or if it was a common 
skill. Workshops are always found indoors, since it is 
necessary to see the colour of the fire clearly in order to 
judge the stage of the process. 
 

 
Staffordshire Moorlands (British Museum). 
 

Shaping and decorating were divided into hot and cold 
working techniques. The former included casting and 
annealing (as metal is hammered it hardens and 
becomes brittle and must be constantly reheated to keep 
it malleable), and enamelling, and fire-gilding. Cold 
working techniques included shaping, engraving, filing, 
and polishing. Relief decoration was carried out using 
engraving, piercing, chasing, punching, repoussé, and 
embossing techniques. Applied decoration included 
plating and tinning, inlay, overlay, filigree work with fine 
wires, niello (a black metal sulphide), enamel, and 
glass/gemstones. Patination was used to change the 
colour of the metal, since colour and contrast were 
considered important and many techniques were used to 
produce a polychrome effect. 
 

About one in six brooches were enamelled, with tinning 
the next most popular method of decoration; glass 
inlays, gilding, and other techniques were not so 
commonly used. Brooches cast in brass (a copper and 
zinc alloy) account for around one-third of the total and 
these were the most highly decorated, probably because 
the metal shone like gold. Tinning parts of the decoration 
on a brass brooch created the appearance of gold and 
silver. Wires or studs of different metals were used to 

give a bichrome effect, such as brass (yellow) and 
copper (pink). 
 

Gold leaf was sometimes applied as gilding, although 
iron pyrites (fool’s gold) may be naturally deposited on 
objects found under water-logged conditions to deceive 
the unwary. Fire-gilding is a technique whereby 
powdered gold and mercury were ground into an 
amalgam and applied to the object to be decorated that 
was then heated to vaporise the mercury. A small 
rounded depression in an amphora sherd found at 
Southampton in a 4th century context was found to 
contain a tiny flake of gold and more detailed analysis 
revealed the presence of mercury; the sherd had been 
used as a grinding slab to prepare an amalgam, and so 
far this is the only evidence for fire-gilding in western 
Europe. 
 

The meeting ended with examples of the many different 
and exquisite enamelling techniques that were used by 
the Romans.  
 

Janet Sharpe 
 

Putting Berkshire on the map – from Gough to 
Google 
A talk by John Leighfield, 18 February 2017 
 

The first significant map of Britain belonged to Richard 
Gough, a late 18th century historian who bequeathed his 
map collection to the Bodleian Library. The so-called 
Gough Map has been dated to c.1360. It was drawn on 
two pieces of sheepskin sewn together and shows a 
recognisable outline of Britain with towns and rivers. 
East is at the top. Narrow red lines drawn between 
towns are mostly marked with Roman numerals; these 
may have been representations of distance rather than 
actual roads and are possibly a later addition. 
 

The military threat was a spur to map production in the 
16th century, assisted by advances in printing and the 
development of surveying by triangulation, using a chain 
of 22 yards and a wheel for measuring distances. In 
1570 Christopher Saxton was commissioned by Thomas 
Seckford to survey all the counties of England and 
Wales because the roads were bad and there were no 
maps. Saxton produced his map of Berkshire in 1574. 
This shows the rivers and towns, hills and fenced parks 
– but no roads. Saxton’s maps were engraved on copper 
plates which continued to be used for some 200 years 
and were modified over time. Roads were added in 
1693. The maps were printed in black ink and coloured 
by hand.  
 

The 1607 edition of William Camden’s Britannia included 
a full set of English county maps based on Saxton’s, re-
engraved by William Hole with some introduced errors. 
John Speed also used Saxton’s maps, re-engraved 
without the roads but with the addition of town plans that 
he surveyed himself, for his History of Great Britaine in 
1611. John Brill was the first to add latitude and 
longitude to maps in 1626. The first pocket-sized atlas 
was published by Thomas Jenner in 1664. John Ogilby 
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developed the use of detailed strip maps to show all the 
major roads leaving London at a scale of one inch to the 
mile. His atlas was published in 1675 and was 
extensively plagiarised to produce smaller versions. 
Robert Plot used a map of Oxfordshire as the 
frontispiece to his book in 1676 which was surrounded 
by the coats of arms of his subscribers. Large maps 
were not produced until quite late, such as Thomas 
Kitchen’s atlas of 1760 which was the first not to depend 
on Saxton’s maps. 
 

Although many maps were produced during the 18th 
century, they showed little further innovation until the 
Royal Society of Arts offered prizes for improved county 
maps. Among those submitted was John Rocque’s 1761 
map of Berkshire. In 1797 Richard Davies produced a 
map of Oxfordshire which was the first to be produced at 
the larger scale of 2 inches to the mile: for this work he 
won 50 guineas from the Royal Society of Arts. Among 
the last map engravers were John Carey, whose New 

English Atlas was published in 1810, and Thomas 
Moule, who published his atlas in parts between 1830 
and 1837. 
 

Towards the end of the 18th century the military threat 
encouraged the development of the state-owned 
Ordnance Survey. The first edition of the 1 inch per mile 
OS map was published in 1801. Eventually 1, 6 and 25 
inch and 10 feet per mile maps were produced and 
included far more detail than modern OS maps. Today 
the OS holds a digitised master map of the whole 
country and its Street View map became publically 
available in 2014. The Get Mapping programme 
pioneered the use of satellite photos for mapping, and 
Google maps now show high levels of detail world-wide. 
It seems that paper maps, which now comprise only 5% 
of OS output, are doomed.  
 

Janet Sharpe 
 

Anglo-Saxon Berkshire Discussion Group 

4 November 2016 

The meeting in November welcomed Colin Berks who 
gave a presentation on the work he is doing on 
Scaeftesege, the Anglo-Saxon burh at Cookham. He 
started by outlining the development of Southern Britain 
in the 5th to 7th centuries that confirmed that while there 
was documentary evidence of a burh at Cookham there 
was very little supporting archaeological evidence. He 
then summarised the fieldwork undertaken by Marlow 
Archaeological Society on Sashes Island and Odney 
Island. He explained that the work on the former had 
revealed little evidence of a burh but that work on Odney 
Island had revealed segments of a large ditch and was 
looking promising. 

7 December 2016 

At the meeting in December, Andrew Hutt outlined the 
possible contents of the book on Anglo-Saxon Berkshire 
and showed how the many presentations heard by the 
group over the last two years could be joined together to 
form an archaeological narrative which explained how 
the region developed between AD 400 and AD 1066. The 
ongoing discussions have improved on Andrew’s original 
proposals. 

4 January 2017  

Barrie Randall gave a talk on Anglo-Saxon building 
techniques, entitled ‘Treewrights and the buildings they 
built’, describing a one-day course at the Weald and 
Downland Museum. He explained that Anglo-Saxon 
structural woodworkers were more like prehistoric 
woodworkers than their Romano-British forebears, using 
the techniques of controlled cleaving, working 
roundwood, and cutting a variety of lap and tongue and 
groove joints with axes. The vast majority of buildings 
were also built earth-fast. It was therefore suggested 
that ‘treewright’, meaning woodworker is more 
appropriate than the later medieval (c.1180 plus) more 
specialised term ‘carpenter’, who used the mortise and 
tenon joint, allowing good load bearing joints. 

1 February 2017 

Progress on the BAS Gazetteer: a report on the work 
that Martin Labram and Andrew Hutt have been doing 
on the MIDAS standard for Historic Environment 
Records in the UK, the BAS Gazetteer, and the Beyond 
Tribal Hidage spreadsheet (see below). Andrew Hutt 
gave a talk on 5th c. Berkshire, with the departure of the 
Roman authorities, the emergence of the British and the 
arrival of the Saxons, providing evidence from 
cemeteries and settlements. 

BAS Gazetteer 

Over the last 10 years, three projects sponsored by the 
Society have been producing gazetteers and interpreting 
the archaeology of Iron Age, Roman, and Anglo-Saxon 
Berkshire. For the last 12 months Martin Labram and 
Andrew Hutt have been working to produce a Berkshire 
Archaeological Society Gazetteer that will not only 
consolidate these gazetteers but provide a basis for 
similar studies into Berkshire’s archaeology. 

 

In December 2015, they met with the Archaeological 
Officers from West Berkshire and Berkshire 
Archaeology, representing East Berkshire. During the 
meeting, they were advised to base their work on 
MIDAS, the UK Historic Environment Data Standard. 
The figure below, taken from the MIDAS standard, 
shows how the evidence used to record the historic 
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environment has been separated into a number of 
themes and information groups. 
 

Applying the MIDAS structure to record a site such as 
Caesar’s Camp, Crowthorne, leads to: 

 A location: which identifies where it is with a 

British National Grid reference and an optional 

address 

 A number of monument descriptions that 

describe the Iron Age hillfort, the 18th c. road 

and bastion used to train troops and a WWII 

search light position 

 Dates: which give periods and/or dates when 

the above, was occupied and abandoned 

 Bibliography: which identifies the documents 

where this evidence is recorded 

 Map depiction: which records how the 

monuments are to be recorded on maps, and 

ensures a common labelling for different 

monuments at the same location and occupied 

in different time-periods  

Using this information, Martin and Andrew have been 
able to design a gazetteer that can be used to support 
the Society’s research work and to record details of its 
fieldwork. In the future, it is hoped that the fact that it is 
based on the MIDAS standard will enable information 
collected by Society members to be fed into the relevant 
Historic Environment Records held by West Berkshire 
and Berkshire Archaeology. 
 
If you would like to get hands-on experience of using this 
system, come along to the Anglo-Saxon Study Group 
meetings held at RISC on the first Wednesday of the 
month.  
 
Martin Labram and Andrew Hutt 

  

 

 
 

Fieldwork Projects  

Since we filled in the trenches at Blounts Court in 
September 2016, a lot of effort has been devoted to post 
excavation work with finds workshops on pottery, 
ceramic building materials, and animal bones organised 
by Anne Harrison (see below) and radio carbon dating. 

We have also produced a draft report on the 
excavations. 
 
In preparation for the 2017 fieldwork season, the Council 
has been checking to see how many people working on 
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site are qualified first aiders. So if you have, or recently 
had a First Aid at Work certificate we would be pleased 
to hear from you. 
 

Also, a proposal has been made to the owner of a 
Roman site in Knowl Hill. This has been accepted but 
we have been asked to delay our excavations until 2018. 
A proposal to do more work at Blounts Court in April is 
being discussed with the owners, Johnson Matthey, but 

has yet to be approved. Negotiations to excavate the 
site in Cholsey where Trevor looked at some walls have 
started and we are considering two geophysics surveys; 
one at La Hyde and the other in fields in Sonning 
Common. Once we get approvals to work on a site, we 
will be sending out emails inviting you to participate in 
the work. 
 

Andrew Hutt 

BAS Finds Group 

Members of the Society have recently been getting 
involved in the processing and interpretation of the finds 
from the Blounts Court excavations of 2014 to 2016. 
These include copious amounts of CBM (ceramic 
building material, i.e. brick and tile), pottery, glass, 
metalwork (mostly nails), animal bone, oyster shells, and 
a scattering of clay pipe stems. Training workshops have 
been arranged for members led by experts to help with 
the identification and dating of the finds.  

Pottery Workshop  

On 11 February 9 members travelled to Wessex 
Archaeology at Old Sarum for a day with pottery expert, 
Lorraine Mepham. She introduced us to specimens from 
the Neolithic to post-Medieval, which we could handle.  
 

 
Members of the Society at Wessex. 
 

After this we laid out the Blounts Court pottery finds and 
Lorraine helped with identification and dating. The 
assemblage contained examples dating from Roman to 
the 17th and 18th century and this information will help 
with the interpretation of the site. 
 

Anne Harrison 

Ceramic Building Material and Stone Workshop 

On 18 February fourteen members of BAS met at RISC 
for a morning workshop on Ceramic Building Material 

and Stone with Dr Kevin Hayward of Pre-Construct 
Archaeology (PCA). 
 

 
Members of the Society with Dr Kevin Hayward. 
 

Kevin’s work on stone, brick, roofing and flooring tiles, 
mortar, daub, wall plaster, terracotta, sanitary ware, and 
gems. Essentially everything except timber. He showed 
examples these and explained how to differentiate 
between time periods of manufacture and construction 
and how to determine the composition and origin of 
some of the source material visually. PCA has reference 
collections and microscopes that are used to examine 
and classify material. Geo-chemical finger printing such 
as X-ray fluorescence is also used where appropriate. 
He then helped us to analyse a collection of our finds 
from Blounts Court, which were again dated from the 
Roman period to the 17th and 18th century. 
 

Julie Worsfold 

Bones Workshop 

The final workshop will be led by BAS member, Janet 
Sharpe, on Saturday 1 April at RISC, to look at the 
bones collected at Blounts Court. This workshop is full 
but Anne Harrison will hold a reserve list. 
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BERKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

 
Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN 

President: Professor 
Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA 

 
The Society was founded in 
1871 and for over 100 years has 
encouraged and supported 
archaeological activities in 
Berkshire. 
 
Everybody with an interest in 

archaeology is welcome to attend 

our meetings and join the Society. It 

does not matter whether your 

interest in archaeology is new found 

or long standing, the Society offers 

activities from regular lectures and 

outings to post-excavation research. 

 

All members receive a regular 

newsletter, full of news about events 

in Berkshire. The Berkshire 

Archaeological Journal is also free 

to members. 

 
Officers of the Society: 

Chairman: Ann Griffin  
01628 825 288 
griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary: Anne Harrison 
0118 978 5520 
anne@jaharrison.me.uk 
 
Treasurer: Andrew Hutt 
0118 973 2882 
andrew_hutt@talktalk.net 
 
Membership secretary: Anne 
Harrison  
 
Programme Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 
 
Day School Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 
 
Tour Organiser: Ron Knowles 
0118 939 4044 
ronknowles2@btopenworld.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton 0118 
939 1056 gail@eaton37.fsnet.co.uk 

 
Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt  

 
For more information about the 
Society and membership details 
contact the Chairman: Ann Griffin. 
 

www.berksarch.co.uk 
email: info@berksarch.co.uk 

twitter: Berks Arch Soc 

Future Visits 

Stonor Park 

Following the excavations at Blounts Court, which was once owned by the Stonor 
family, Nigel Spencer has been in touch with Georgina Stoner and arranged a group 
visit to Stonor Park, near Henley, for Wednesday 5 July. He writes, ‘The house doesn't 
open until 1.30 p.m., so what I think may be a good idea is for people to meet in the 
restaurant at Stonor at 12.15 p.m., have a light snack there, and then Georgina will 
show the group around the house, and give an in depth history of the house, and 
probably show us parts of the house which are not normally open. After seeing the 
house we can visit the chapel, garden and surrounding grounds. The cost would be 
£10 per head (the normal ticket price is £20 per head).’ Please reply to Nigel if you 
would like to go at n.spencer327@btinternet.com. 

Marden Henge 

A visit to Marden Henge has been arranged on Thursday 13 July. Alistair Barclay has 
offered us a talk on their Neolithic finds at their offices in Salisbury at 11.00 a.m. After 
which will have lunch (to be arranged) and visit the henge. Please let Trevor Coombs 
know if you would like to come.  

Archaeology in and around Berkshire 

South Oxfordshire Archaeology (SOAG)  

Thursday 23 March 2017 at 7.30 p.m. (for 7.45), at Goring Heath Parish Hall, 
Whitchurch Hill. ‘Some recent excavations in Oxfordshire' by Paul Smith (Oxfordshire 
County Archaeologist - retired)  
 
Saturday 23 April 2017, 2‒5 p.m., at Goring Heath Parish Hall, Whitchurch Hill.  
SOAG’s ‘Review of Archaeology’, preceded by the SOAG AGM.  

Archaeology in Marlow (A joint talk with AIM, arranged by MAS) 

Thursday 9th March at 8.00 p.m., Main Hall, Liston Hall, Chapel Street, Marlow SL7 
1DD. ‘My Work as a Dendrochronologist’, by Dr Martin Bridge, Institute of 
Archaeology.  

Membership subscriptions 

 
Subscriptions to the Society are due in April 2017 for the year to April 2018, except 
for those who joined after 1 January 2017. Subscription rates are £15 for an 
individual and £20 for a couple at the same address and are due on 10 April. 

A number of members already pay by Standing Order or the equivalent, and we are 
most grateful to them for this. If you would like to pay electronically direct to the 
Society’s account in future please ask me for the details. A renewal form is enclosed 
with this newsletter for those who prefer to pay by cheque, and also to record any 
changes in a member's name, address, telephone number or email. The latter is 
particularly important as the bulk of communication with you now is carried out 
electronically. Thank you.  

Anne Harrison - Membership Secretary 
 

 

 
If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, please 
send it to Gail Eaton by 15 May 2017 at: gail@eaton37.fsnet.co.uk 
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