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Dates for your diary  
 

 

Saturday 12 December 2015 Mesolithic and Palaeolithic archaeology in the Kennet Valley by Cathie 

Barnett, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 
 

Wednesday 6 January 2016 Anglo-Saxon Berkshire discussion group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to  

16.00, organised by Andrew Hutt 
 

Saturday 16 January 2016 The Old Straight Track: identifying and dating prehistoric track-ways 
by Martin Bell, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 
 

Wednesday 3 February 2016 Anglo-Saxon Berkshire discussion group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 

16.00, organised by Andrew Hutt 
 

Saturday 20 February 2016 Settlement and monumentality in the Avebury landscape by Josh 

Pollard, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 
 

Wednesday 2 March 2016 Anglo-Saxon Berkshire discussion group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 

16.00, organised by Andrew Hutt 
 

Saturday 19 March 2016 Uncovering Winchester by Ben Ford, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 
 

Wednesday 6 April 2016 Anglo-Saxon Berkshire discussion group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 

16.00, organised by Andrew Hutt 
 

Saturday 16 April 2016 Bone chemistry and isotope analysis with case histories by Gundula 

Mueldener, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 
 

 

 

From our Chairman 
Dear Members 
 

To head this edition of the News Letter I wish to refer Colin Forrestal’s final slide from his lecture on 

‘Using sphagnum moss to identify palaeoclimate and environmental changes’ (see page 3) where the depth 

of the water table revealed the conditions and consequent lifestyle prevailing in Pre-history. I said at the 

time that I only had ‘windows of understanding’ during his lecture but the importance of science in 

providing the setting for the structures and artefacts, which we enjoy viewing from excavations, is opening 

new vistas for archaeologists. We must persist in learning about new procedures even if we can only grasp a 

fraction of the science. 
 

We are approaching the end of the most active year for the Berkshire Archaeological Society. We have 

surveyed, augered and excavated, researched, recorded and related throughout 2015 with great energy.  We 

have a team who work happily together in the field, meeting room and public house. The Heart of England 

Tour in May allowed us to visit a cocktail of places which provided for a variety of interests. The 

excavation visits to Thame, Silchester, Oxford and Pewsey have been extraordinary this year and some 

lectures are promised to follow these. Our own investigations promise further excitement at Blounts Court, 

La Hyde and Caversham Park.  All this has only been possible with the efforts of our Council and team 

working together, whom I thank on your behalf.  

 

Ann Griffin
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Archaeology on Saturdays 

 

Wiltshire’s secret underground city 
and some other local bunkers 

A talk by Barrie Randall on 19 September 2015 

 

In the Jurassic period, 130 million years ago, Wiltshire 

was in a shallow, warm, calcite sea where invertebrate 

animals lived and died, and formed a marine sediment 

made of ooliths (spherical grains). These eventually 

formed limestone. Typical of these limestones was Bath 

stone, an easily cut and carved stone used by the 

Romans to build the temple of Sulis Minerva in Bath. 

Bath stone has been used in important buildings for the 

last 2,000 years. Local examples of this are the original 

building of the Royal Berkshire Hospital (1839) and 

Reading Railway Station (1840). 

 

Demand for the stone throughout the centuries has been 

such that many quarries, especially around Corsham, 

were dug opening up long tunnels. When exhausted, a 

new life in the form of large scale bunkers opened up to 

store ammunition as at Ridge quarry in 1913, and at 

Corsham quarry, a plant making software for Trident 

submarines. 

 

In an official capacity, Barrie was given permission to 

inspect a large quarry turned bunker, known as Spring 

quarry. During the First World War, the tunnels were 

used for making aircraft engines by the Bristol Aircraft 

Company, and guns by the Birmingham Small Arms 

company. These organisations were staffed by female 

workers, who slept and ate underground. To enliven the 

tunnels the walls were painted with murals and some are 

now listed. 

 

After the 2nd World War, the Cold War gave a new 

impetus to enlarge and improve Spring quarry. The 

Government’s ‘Joint Support Unit’ took over the tunnels 

and the Royal Engineers converted it into a nuclear 

bunker topped with 24ft of concrete. Its name was 

changed to obscure its purpose to ‘Burlington’. 

 

The new secret bunker was designed to house 4,000 

civil servants and the Prime Minister in the event of a 

threatened nuclear strike. Wider roads were created and 

the second largest telephone exchange was installed 

with connections to all secret bunkers in Britain. It had a 

hospital and a BBC studio, dormitories and massive 

canteens. Burlington was maintained for 30 years and 

decommissioned in 2007. 

 

Barrie Randall 

 

Using stable isotopic analysis of 
sphagnum moss as proxy data to 
inform and/or corroborate the 
palaeoclimate and environmental 
changes in a region 

A talk by Colin Forrestal on 17 October 2015 

 

Colin Forrestal started his talk by explaining how it was 

possible to use sphagnum moss from specimens found 

in cores from ombrotrophic peat bogs to determine the 

palaeoclimate of the surrounding region by using stable 

isotopic analysis of moss itself or in corroboration with 

proxy data from well-established sources such as 

speleothems, pollen, ice cores, testate amoeba and 

molluscs. 

 

He then explained the unique physical, biological and 

chemical qualities of sphagnum moss (the major 

constituent of ombrotrophic peat bogs) as a source of 

informative stable isotopic data, and that in addition to 

the stable oxygen, the stable carbon and hydrogen 

isotopic elements also hold key information. 

 

Colin demonstrated the use of these techniques in a 

palaeoclimatic case study from the Neolithic to Roman 

times based on an ombrotrophic peat bog in midland 

Ireland. The figure below shows how the combination 

of the stable isotopic data, testate amoeba data and 

humification data (relating to the water table and 

hydrology) produces evidence which shows that in the 

period 4.2 to 3.8 K cal BP; (1) the North Atlantic drift 

current was probably re-established and (2), there was a 

shift to wetter and colder conditions, and rising level of 

the water within the bog, and that this was associated 

with the establishment of the Bronze Age track ways. 

 

The figure then shows that this was followed by a period 

of sustained cold wet weather (3), and as a result in the 

late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age the trackways were no 

longer built, and communities, faced with the failure of 

arable farming and increased rustling, built the double 

ring forts which were used as pens for the 'tribal' 

livestock.  

 

Lastly, it shows that in the Roman Warm Period the 

climate started improving, which led to the re-

establishment of the Irish as major copper, tin and gold 

producers, and to the construction of new track ways 

across peat bogs as a means of improving 



 

 

Page: 3 

communication and travel from the ore sources on the 

west to the metal smiths in the east. 

 

Colin concluded his talk by explaining that while using 

a combination of all available techniques allow a better 

picture of the palaeoclimate to be constructed, further  

 

case studies are required to prove the veracity of the 

techniques. 

 

Colin Forrestal and Andrew Hutt 

 

 

 
Using sphagnum moss to identify palaeoclimate and environmental change in midland Ireland from the Neolithic until 

the late Irish Iron age. (1) An identified period of Rapid Climate Change, the ∂2H implies re-establishment of the Gulf 

Stream and major ice sheet reduction. (2) Its get colder and wetter according to the stable isotopes and the water level in 

the bog rises during the late Neolithic / Bronze Age. (3) Continuing wet and cold, crops probably failing, livestock 

rustling prevalent and double ring forts being constructed for livestock carolling (Late Bronze Age/Early Irish Iron Age). 

 

Travel talks by BAS members  
 

Owing to the indisposition of the scheduled speaker on 

21 November, BAS members who had offered to share 

their archaeological holiday experiences at the 

December meeting were called upon at short notice. 

Four stalwarts rallied to the cause and saved the day: 

 

Palmyra and other Middle Eastern sites, by John 

Chapman 

John showed a series of photographs of the Roman 

period site of Palmyra in central Syria, now sadly 

destroyed by Islamic extremists. Highlights included the 

colonnaded streets and the Temple of Bel. A 3-D digital 

record of Palmyra before the destruction is now being 

prepared in Oxford, and John made a plea to anyone 

willing to offer photographs for this project to get in 

touch with him. Also in Syria he visited Damascus and 

Ugarit. His travels through the Middle East included 

Turkey, where he saw the vast reservoirs beneath 

Istanbul and some of the newly-revealed splendours of 

Haghia Sophia, and also visited Canakkale, Troy, 

Pergamon and Ephesus. In Israel he photographed the 

walls of Jericho and the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem; he 
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also visited Qumran where the Essene community had 

produced the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. Highlights of 

Egypt naturally included the Great Pyramids and the 

Old City of Cairo, Tel el-Amarna cliff tombs (1370–

1350 BC) and Dendera. 

  

Two Roman sites in Spain, by Andrew Hutt 

While travelling through Spain, Andrew was impressed 

by the wealth of Roman remains. He selected two sites 

as examples. Mérida (Emerita Augusta) in Estremadura 

was founded around 25 BC by Augustus as a colonia and 

became the capital of the province of Lusitania. The 

splendid Roman stone bridge over the river Guadiana 

can still be crossed by pedestrians. Standing remains 

include part of the aqueduct (with Medieval 

reconstruction in places), the town walls, the Temple of 

Diana, which fortuitously survived by being built into a 

house structure and, up a side street, Trajan’s arch. A 

theatre, an amphitheatre and a cursus for chariot racing 

are all well-preserved. The council offices have been 

built on piles to expose the Roman town houses beneath 

them. In contrast, El Médol in north-east Spain, between 

Tarragona and Barcelona, was a Roman limestone 

quarry alongside the Via Augustus that ran along the 

coast. The stone was used for the construction of Roman 

Tarragona (Tarraconensis) and some quarrymen’s 

dwellings survive.  

 

The Côa Valley region of north-east Portugal, by 

Colin Forrestal 

This region near the town of Freixo do Numão is one of 

the poorest in Portugal but one of the richest in terms of 

its archaeology. Colin took part in an excavation under 

the auspices of the EU and Grampus Heritage, and 

explored 40,000–50,000 year-old rock art, Bronze and 

Iron Age agricultural terraces, and the remains of 

Roman industrial-scale grape and olive oil production. 

The region is still heavily terraced for growing the 

grapes from which port is produced. He dug at one of a 

series of Chalcolithic (Copper Age) hilltop sites, 

formerly believed to be forts but now interpreted as 

communal meeting places and/or territorial markers. 

The stone constructions include a tower with a staircase, 

passage ways and store rooms, and these were originally 

plastered and painted white.  

 

Thessalonika and Vergina in northern Greece, by 

Ann Griffin 

These ‘jewels of Macedonia’ were the highlight of 

Ann’s tour of mainland Greece and its islands. 

Thessaloniki itself has lost much of its history as the 

result of successive invasions, but the Roman tetrarch 

Galerius (AD 305–311) built a triumphal arch, a 

‘rotunda’ (like a mini-Pantheon), and a palace there that 

still survive. In 1977 the royal tomb of Philip II of 

Macedon, who was assassinated in 336 BC, was 

discovered at Vergina. His remains were contained 

within a 24-carat gold box or larnax embellished with 

the 16-rayed sun emblem of the Macedonian kings, 

together with a gold wreath of oak leaves and acorns. 

Another tomb contained the bones of his wife wrapped 

with a diadem of flowers in a gold and purple cloth 

within a larnax, and nearby was a gold wreath of myrtle 

leaves and flowers. Yet another tomb held the ashes of 

his grandson, the son of Alexander the Great, Alexander  
IV of Macedon, in an urn decked with another golden 

oak wreath. There is now a museum on the site. 

 

Janet Sharpe      

   

 

Visits and Walks 

 

Visit to Silchester insula III and Pond 
Farm Hillfort 
On Wednesday 9 September Professor Michael Fulford 

gave around 30 members of BAS and BARG a talk on 

site at Silchester Insula III. 

 

In 2013 and 2014 the south-east corner of the insula was 

re-examined. The Victorian archaeologists thought they 

had found a bath house there. However, re-examination 

has shown that they muddled the early and late Roman 

remains. 

Since the current excavations started evidence of a first 

century town house has been found along with tiles 

bearing the stamp of Emperor Nero. This town house 

extends beyond the borders of the 900 square metre 

trench which has been opened. 

 

The team is now excavating in the north-east corner of 

this trench, the boundaries of which are the north–south 

street to the east and the east–west street to the north. 

The Victorians thought they had found a house here; a 

north–south wall and an east–west wall. Was this part of 

the same building they had found in the south-east 

corner of Insula III? 

 

The current excavation area was covered by the spoil 

heap from the 1860s excavation of the forum basilica. 

The overall town project took place in the 1890s. The 

forum was backfilled in 1909. Consequently in 2015 it 

is difficult to find the limits of the extensive Victorian 
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excavations. The Victorians thought the most 

economical way to find the remains of Calleva was to 

dig diagonally. Then, when they found walls to follow 

them, removing spoil from the interior. It has taken two 

weeks to dig out the Victorian spoil. There are no traces 

of the buildings and the walls in either the south-east 

and north-east corners. 

 

The team is trying to understand the archaeology by 

excavating down to get the profile. Sondages have been 

made going down as far as the Iron Age levels. On the 

east side there is evidence of late Roman occupation. On 

the north side evidence seems to indicate a well. Gulleys 

flanking the east–west street have been found. Behind 

them are two phases of wall and further back evidence 

of post bases and a timber framed structure. A large 

piece of masonry from the forum basilica has also been 

uncovered. On the south side a well-preserved horse 

shoe hearth structure has been found. 

 

There is a charcoal rich horizon dating to the mid to late 

first century AD. Evidently it was a big event as it has 

been found both here and in Insula IX. The archaeology 

shows that there was a major reorganisation of the town 

afterwards to the classic Roman grid plan. However, the 

archaeology cannot tell us whether this was an 

accidental urban fire or whether, tantalisingly, Boudica 

was involved. Nor can it tell us whether there was an 

overarching scheme for Insula III, or whether this was 

part of a town plan for Calleva in the mid 1st c. AD. 

 

There are dark soils which merge into the plough soil. 

Professor Fulford’s explanation for this is that there may 

have been occupation of the site beyond the end of the 

Roman occupation of Britain, but no coins have been 

found to date these dark soils. This is not surprising as 

this is a period of no real material culture. However, the 

Ogham stone, found in Insula IX is indicative of this 

immediate post-Roman occupation. 

 

Adam, a PhD student, then showed us some of this 

year’s finds. Most of what has been found is from the 

backfill from the Victorian trenches including: a flagon; 

samian ware, a piece with a lead rivet repair, and 

another piece of South Gaulish origin; cream 

Oxfordshire ware, two pieces of which had superficial 

stamps; New Forest ware; Mica dusted ware; Speicher 

ware from Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany; bones, some 

of which had butchery marks; some slag, indicating that 

manufacturing had taken place on this site; a copper 

alloy horse harness piece, which was still uncleaned; a 

rotary quern; ceramic roof tiles dating from the 1st and 

2nd c. AD, after this the fashion was for stone roofs. 

 

Caroline showed us the small finds. Many were from the 

Victorian backfill and, consequently, their dating 

stratigraphy had been lost. They included: coins, many 

of which were of low value and dated to the 3rd and 4th 

centuries AD; a ceramic coin mould; four finger rings, 

including one with a missing intaglio; a shale bracelet; 

bone hairpins, which would easily have been missed by 

the Victorians; a knife, probably with a wooden handle; 

and an iron stylus. 

 

Pond Farm Hillfort is one mile north-west of Calleva, 

on the Englefield estate owned by Lord Benyon. We 

split into two groups to be taken there by minibus. The 

work being done there is part of the 5 year Silchester 

Environs Project, looking at the Iron Age environment 

to put the oppidum into context. The project covers 120 

square kilometres. As this is such a large area much of 

the project is desktop based. Many of the interesting 

sites are wooded, so use has been made of Lidar 

surveys. 

 

The aims of the 4 week excavation at Pond Farm 

Hillfort are to date it and work out its relationship to 

Calleva. As time is short and the site large it has had 

extensive geophysical surveys. It is also currently very 

heavily forested, the treeline following the ramparts. 

The site is at risk from roots, rabbits and badgers. Flints 

may indicate early Bronze Age clearance of the site. 

There is also an outer, shallower, pre-historic ditch. 

 

The fill sequence suggests that the Iron Age enclosure 

trench filled up quickly. There is posthole evidence that 

it was palisaded. However, there is no material culture 

giving evidence of occupational settlement. The 

trenches are 1.9 m deep and the bank 3 m high, 

indicating that a lot of investment was put into its 

creation. The evidence indicates that it was not occupied 

by people, so was it used for the wealth of the era; their 

animals?  

 

The entrance is H-shaped due to the trees. There is an 

extra 15 m bank with a ditch in front. The entrance 

trench shows evidence of being cut down to the natural 

and then built up. A late Iron Age beaker found quite 

low down may be good dating evidence. However, 

samples from the ditches will be radio-carbon dated. 

 

There are signs that the trenches were recut, indicating 

that the site was later re-used. There is also evidence of 

post-medieval activity in the form of a drain, a peg tile 

and a piece of bottle. There are also a few clay-lined pits 

filled with charcoal, which may be indicative of small-

scale seasonal charcoal working.  

 

Thanks to Trevor Coombs for arranging this very 

interesting visit. 

 

Julie Worsfold 
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Berkshire Historic Buildings 
Recording Project Visit to St Mary’s 
Butts and Castle Street 
 
As coordinator of this project Barrie Randall organised a 

field visit on Thursday 1 October to the St Mary’s Butts 

/ Castle Street Conservation Area in Reading. The 

objective was to view and assess the exterior of the 

buildings, to note their historic features, any changes 

since they were listed, and to select particularly 

interesting buildings for further detailed investigation 

and to record the results on a national database.  
 

 
 

The fifteen of us walked to the western end of Castle 

Street opposite the Police Station and started by walking 

down the south side surveying properties as we went. 

We were fascinated by the statue of a dog over the 

entrance to Talbot House – a Talbot is an extinct breed 

of snow white hunting dog of large stature, and in 

heraldry refers to a good mannered hunting dog. After 

having a good look at the Vachel Almshouses with their 

three dedication plaques most members walked through 

an archway and down to the bottom of the hill to see 

where the Holy Brook, one of the seven original 

watercourses, disappears into a culvert.  

 

 
 

On the northern side of the road is the Sun Inn which is 

17th century although the foundations apparently date 

from the 13th century. The listing describes ‘a small 

stone arch in yard called “Norman Arch” and cellars 

reputed to be remains of Reading Old Gaol’, but we 

could not find the arch and most of the cellar collapsed 

in 1947 after being damaged by Bertram Mills’ circus 

elephants tethered down there two years previously! We 

then went into St Mary’s Church which opened in 1796 

and were given a guided tour. Our guide had arranged 

for us to view a collection that had been excavated from 

a pit of pottery, clay pipes and other artefacts, 

supposedly the rubbish for the early Goal that had been 

on the site. 

 

After surveying a number of other buildings we retired 

to the Allied Arms in St Mary’s Butts where the 

landlord gave us an interesting talk about his own 

research into the public house and the previous 

landlords. All in all it was a very interesting visit and we 

selected five buildings for further study – the Sun Inn, 

nos.15 & 17 Castle Street and the Allied Arms and 

adjacent property in St Mary’s Butts. 

 

Barrie Randall  

 

 

 

From our working groups

Anglo-Saxon Berkshire Discussion 
Group 

Meeting 2 September 2015 
This meeting took the form of a presentation entitled 

Stamped Hand-made Pottery of the Post-Roman Period 

in Britain and particularly Berkshire, by Diana Briscoe. 

During the talk she presented details of pottery stamps 

from the Iron Age, Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods  

 
together with maps showing the their distribution across 

Southern Britain. 

 

This work was part of her Doctoral thesis, which she 

was granted shortly after this meeting. We congratulate 

Diana on her success. 
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Meeting 3 October 2015 
This meeting started with a presentation by Andrew 

Hutt on his understanding of the development of Anglo-

Saxon Berkshire. It included a chronology and a list of 

subjects which the group may want to research:  

• Climate and the environment 

• Graves and cemeteries 

• Settlements and communities 

• Technology and trade 

• Living in an Anglo-Saxon community 

• Changing religions 

• Society and power 

 

The meeting ended with members of the group 

identifying subjects which they would like to research.  

 

Meeting 4 November 2015 
The main thrust of this meeting was a discussion on the 

research methods to be used by the group. This focused 

on three themes: 

• base the work on contemporary documents, 

archaeological remains and archaeological 

reports  

• describe and interpret the chosen evidence  

• ensure that all the evidence is fully referenced. 

 

This was followed by a discussion of each of the areas 

of research being investigated by members of the group 

to identify the types of evidence they should be looking 

for and possible sources of that evidence. 

 

Andrew Hutt 

 

Berkshire Historic Environment Forum 
This year’s Forum took place on Saturday 31 October in 

the Barn at Purley on Thames. Some 27 people attended 

the event and they enjoyed a series of well-presented 

lectures and lots of discussion. 

 

The meeting started with a presentation by Lyn Davies 

of Pangbourne Heritage on The History of Pangbourne. 

He presented details of people who lived in and around 

Pangbourne. He started with Francis Weldon, Lord of 

the Manor 1580, but focused on the Breedon Family 

who owned Pangbourne from 1671 until 1894. He then 

discussed the lives of some of the people who lived in 

Pangbourne and farmed the surrounding lands. 

 

This was followed by a talk by Andrew Hutt on the 

Archaeology of Pangbourne that showed that people 

had been visiting and living in Pangbourne from the 

Palaeolithic until the Norman invasion in 1066, and 

explained how they may have used the land. 

 

Janet Hurst, from the Goring Gap Local History Society, 

then explained how Goring and Streatley, two 

communities on opposite sides of the Thames, 

developed from medieval times until the end of the 19th 

century. They developed as separate communities 

because until the 1937, when the bridge across the 

Thames was built, the only link between them was a 

dangerous ferry. As a result Goring developed an 

enterprising community while Streatley, owned by the 

Morrel family, was inhibited in its development. 

 

This was followed by a talk by Trevor Coombs on the 

Roman road from Silchester to Dorchester. He reiterated 

some of the material he presented in his paper in the 

Berkshire Archaeological Journal in 2011, but also 

showed lots of new details resulting from fieldwork he 

undertook during the summer. 

 

After lunch Andrew Hutt gave an overview of the 

Society’s fieldwork capabilities and a report of the 

geophysics survey at Caversham Park in the summer. 

 

This was followed by a ramble through the archaeology 

of Knowl Hill by Ann Griffin. Starting with a report on 

Knowl Hill Common and the surrounding cottages, she 

presented details of the Roman and medieval sites along 

the A4 towards Maidenhead, and then returned to 

Knowl Hill to look at the Roman sites to the west at 

Canhurst and Weycock Hill. 

 

The day finished with an exciting presentation by 

Martin Labram, explaining the work he is doing to 

develop for the Society a Geographic Information 

System based on a combination of the QGIS open-

source software, maps freely available from the 

Ordnance Survey, British Geological Survey and others, 

and archaeological datasets provided by the Society’s 

members. 
 

Side discussions at the meeting have identified potential 

joint projects between the Society and local history 

groups and maybe local councils.  
 

All in all an excellent day.  

 

Andrew Hutt 
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2016 Spring Tour 
The four day Tour in May 2016 will be to Cornwall so 

has a pre-historic and iron age flavour as the Romans 

didn’t settle there. By the time of Henry VIII Falmouth 

and Plymouth had become important naval ports so 

there are castles to see as well as ruined abbeys. 

Cornwall is known for its pasties but it is also a dairy 

and apple-growing area so cider and cream are also key 

foodstuffs and the Tour will include these! The trip is by 

coach from Reading with generous breaks and visits on 

the way. 

 

We have 29 people on the luxury, 53-seater coach so 

there is room for more people on the tour, but all the 

single rooms are taken. The hotel in Newquay is on a 

cliff overlooking the sea and an ancient barrow, and just 

10 minutes walk from the town. Further details from 

Ron Knowles – 0118 939 4044. The Tour costs £340 all 

in (half board) and is 6–9 May. 

 

In 2017 the Tour is likely to be East Anglia, mainly 

Norfolk, and Lincolnshire, based in Great Yarmouth. It 

will include a ‘Saxon Shore’ Fort, a mill, a Saxon 

Church, a Roman Fort, Norwich and other historical 

sites. As always there will be a luxury coach to take us 

there and back with the usual breaks and visits on the 

way. There will be more details next year. 
 

 

 

Programme for Archaeology in and around Berkshire  
Saturday 2 April 2016 at St. Nicolas Hall Church Hall, Newbury, RG14 5HG, 10.00 am to 4.00pm 

 

10.00–10.05  Welcome, Ann Griffin, Chairman, Berkshire Archaeological Society 

10.05–10.20 Recent Discoveries in West Berkshire, Alex Godden, West Berkshire Archaeological 

Officer  

10.20–10.40   Recent discoveries in East Berkshire, Roland Smith, Archaeological Officer, East Berkshire                              
 

10.40–11.00  COFFEE 

 

11.00–11.30   Mesolithic flints from the Eversley Quarry, Phil Harding, Wessex Archaeology 

11.30–12.00  Exploring the landscape and origins of the Iron Age oppidum at Silchester (The 

Silchester Environs project), Dr Catherine Barnett 

12.00–12.30 Silchester 2015: Insula III and Pond Farm, Professor Michael Fulford, The University of 

Reading   

 

12.30–1.45 pm LUNCH 

 

1.45–2.05  Revealing Boxford’s ancient heritage, year 1, Steve Clark, BARG 

2.05–2.25   Excavations at Thame, Chris Ellis, Oxford/Cotswold Archaeology 

 

2.25-2.45  TEA 

 

2.45–3.15 Latest findings from the PAS Scheme, Anni Byard, PAS Officer, Oxfordshire and West 

Berkshire                    

Bronze Age and Roman occupation at Ridgeway School, Reading, Steve Ford, TVAS 

3.15–3.40  Conclusions, Ann Griffin 
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Pictures from the BAS member’s Travel Talks  

 

 

Excavating a Copper Age site in The Coa valley 

region of North East Portugal 

 

Roman bridge over the River Guidiana, Merida, 

Spain 

 

The Roman cursus at Merida, Spain 

 

The Main Colonnade, Palmyra 

 

 

Diadem of Philip II from the tomb at Vergina, 

Macedonia 
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BERKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

 

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN 

President: Professor 

Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA 

The Society was founded in 1871 
and for over 100 years has 
encouraged and supported 
archaeological activities in 
Berkshire. 

Everybody with an interest in 
archaeology is welcome to attend 
our meetings and join the Society. 
It does not matter whether your 
interest in archaeology is new 
found or long standing, the Society 
offers activities from regular 
lectures and outings to post-
excavation research. 

All members receive a regular 
newsletter, full of news about 
events in Berkshire. The Berkshire 
Archaeological Journal is also free 
to members. 

Officers of the Society: 

Chairman: Ann Griffin  
01628 825 288 
griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com 

Secretary acting: Andrew Hutt 

Treasurer: Andrew Hutt 
0118 973 2882 
andrew_hutt@talktalk.net 

Membership secretary: 
Anne Harrison 
0118 978 5520 
anne@jaharrison.me.uk 

Programme Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 

Day School Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 

Tour Organiser: 
Ron Knowles  
0118 939 4044 
ronknowles2@btopenworld.com 

Newsletter  Editor: Gail Eaton 
gail@eaton37.fsnet.co.uk 

Librarian: Deborah Loe 

For more information about the 
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 Courses  

Roman Berkshire - A Study in Power and Economics 
The Wokingham Branch of the Workers Education Association is presenting a 10 

week course with the above title at the Cornerstone Wokingham on Monday 

afternoons starting 4th January 2016. The course is being given by Andrew Hutt with 

the objective of explaining how, in Roman Berkshire, society and economics changed 

over time and how power was shared between the Roman authorities and the Romano-

British. 
 

For further information see:  

https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2015/CourseInfo.aspx?ActivityID=322290 

 

Archaeology in Marlow  
Marlow Archaeological Society are pleased to present two talks in early 2016 entitled 

‘Stonehenge Hidden Landscapes Parts 1 and 2’. 
 

Thursday 14th January Stonehenge Hidden Landscapes Part 1 

Thursday 25th
 
February Stonehenge Hidden Landscapes Part 2 

 

Both talks will be in the Main Room at Liston Hall rather than the Garden Room. 
 

More information can be obtained from Tony Birkett (Publicity Officer), Archaeology 

in Marlow.  

Tel: +447789005248 

 

Input to the newsletter 

If you have an archaeological story which you feel would interest the Society, please 

send it to Gail Eaton by February 2016. 
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