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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 7 September 2016 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00
p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt.
Saturday 17 September 2016 BAS AGM and Lecture Timber buildings: how earlier buildings may be
concealed behind later remodelling by Henry Russell, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Wednesday 5 October 2016 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.,
organised by Andrew Hutt.
Saturday 15 October 2016 Lecture The Ancient Maya: Fact and fantasy by Dr Diane Davies, Main Hall,
RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Saturday 22 October 2016 Berkshire Historic Environment Day School, The Barn at Purley on Thames,
10.00 to 16.30
Wednesday 2 November 2016 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00
p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt.
Saturday 19 November 2016 Lecture A Causeway Enclosure and later discoveries at Thame,
Oxfordshire by Ken Walsh, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Wednesday 7 December 2016 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00
p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt.
Saturday 10 December 2016 Lecture The Neolithic by Janet Ridout Sharpe and Anne Harrison. Crusader
Castles in Israel by John Sargent, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.

From our Chairman
Dear Members
In May and June, the Society undertook two geophysics surveys. One small scale survey on the site of a
World War II military site near Knowl Hill, and the other at La Hyde, near Pangbourne. Neither of these
surveys revealed any significant archaeology but they gave us an opportunity to exercise our knowledge and
skills which is a vital part of being a member of an archaeological society.
The next months bring a series of delights. In August we visit Silchester to hear the latest instalment of The
University of Reading’s activities. In September we are back at Blounts Court excavating a trench to
investigate another building which could be a medieval chapel, while later in the month we have the
Society’s Annual General Meeting and the start of the new season of Saturday lectures.
I encourage you to join in these activities and benefit from the friendly atmosphere which permeates
everything the Society does. If you really value the Society come and help run it. As you will see from other
articles in this newsletter, there many roles where you could help by using your existing knowledge and skills
while developing a deeper knowledge and understanding of archaeology. If you want to discuss how best to
make a contribution please contact me.
Ann Griffin
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Fieldwork Projects
Blounts Court 2016
We started archaeological fieldwork at Blounts Court in
2013 with a geophysics survey of the ground in front of
the house, identifying a number of anomalies. These are
shown in the resistivity survey results below. In 2014
and 2015, we excavated three trenches that investigated
anomaly R8. These trenches found a chalk block wall, a
chalk floor, and artefacts that showed that the anomaly
probably represents the remains of a large timber
framed domestic or public building dating to Tudor times.
The excavations also showed that on the eastern side of
the Tudor building were the remains of a brick and flint
block garden wall with borders on each side, which
probably date to the Georgian period when the Tudor
hall was demolished and the area laid out as a garden.
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At the eastern end of the 2015 trench we found the base
of a mortared flint wall, which may be part of building R9.
In Blounts Court house there are two fine windows
carved from Cotswold limestone, which can be
stylistically dated to the ‘Decorated Period’ 1275–1375
and certainly came from a chapel. This year’s fieldwork
is to excavate a trench to investigate anomaly R9 to see
if it represents the remains of an early chapel. The work
will start on Monday 5 September and is planned to end
on Friday 23 September 2016. If you would like to be
part of this effort please contact Andrew Hutt and copy
to Ann Griffin.
Andrew Hutt

across the track from the 2015 location. Strong gusts of
wind made getting started quite difficult; heavy rain
stopped work by lunchtime. The day’s activity was
limited to proving with the gradiometer that the overhead
power lines were not going to interfere significantly with
the magnetometry signal. The second day was much
more productive with the survey of the small field being
completed and the grid extended across the stream into
the large field north-east of the cottages. The final day
saw the completion of the survey of the large field.

La Hyde
Following on from 2015, the Society extended its
geophysics survey of the suspected site of the Tudor
village of La Hyde, believed to lie to the east of Sulham
Lane between Pangbourne and Purley-on-Thames, in
three days at the beginning of June. The objective was

The data presented here are the nearly raw output of the
gradiometer via the Snuffler software but without filtering
or image enhancement; the display was set to ‘clip’ with
thresholds at ±15. The striping results from walking the
instrument up and down the survey lines. There are also
some whitish areas at the edges of the plots which are
almost certainly due to getting too close to wire fences.
The overhead power lines have not intruded on the
survey at all; nor has spoil from digging the ‘Canal’.
There is an anomaly at the north-west corner near the
cottages and a hint of another in the south-east corner.
There are a few smaller anomalies which seem to have
linear though quite widely spaced out relationships
suggestive variously of an older track, a ditch/stream,
perhaps a line of fence posts. However, there is no
evidence for remains of any buildings in the 2016 data.

to survey two more fields to the east of that surveyed
last year; this was accomplished albeit with negative
outcome again. The team consisted of Martin Labram,
Andrew Hutt, John Chapman, Tim Lloyd, Keith, Christine
and Colin Smith, Richard Miller, and Matt Berry. On the
first day, the 2015 grid was extended to the small field

Martin Labram

Anglo-Saxon Berkshire Discussion Group
Meeting June 2016
This meeting started with a discussion on the
development of Christianity from AD 400 to 1066. This
was triggered by comments on their work by Gail Eaton
and John Chapman but many others contributed. As a
result, Gail, John, and Andrew Hutt agreed to work
together to develop a more cohesive understanding.
Andrew Hutt then gave a presentation on the written
sources dating from the Anglo-Saxon period. His
objective was to ensure that the group recognised what
was available and its relevance to our study. He then
summarised what these documents revealed about
changes in the religious and secular life of people living
in our study area in the 5th and 6th centuries.

Meeting August 2016
There was no meeting of the group in July and none
planned for August either. However, several people
expressed an interest in meeting so on the 3 August a
group of us sat at the round table in the RISC Cafe with
drinks and discussed material that John Chapman had
put together about the development of Christianity from
the time of the Apostles to AD 400.
Andrew Hutt

Page: 3

Visits
Visit to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village
14 June 2016
The group gathered for lunch at the One Bull Inn in Bury
St Edmunds. This turned out to be a historic building on
the site of an inn that dates back to the neighbouring
monastery. Some of us had time, either before or after
lunch, to stroll around the extensive, if much reduced
ruins. As the name of the town suggests, this was once
the shrine of the important English saint St Edmund.
At West Stow we were shown a brief introductory video,
then given a guided tour by the site manager, Lance,
who has spent 20 years working his way up from keen
volunteer. He lives in a house just next door and has to
garden in raised beds to avoid the risk of digging up
bones!

The site has seen activity from many periods from the
Mesolithic, Neolithic, and Bronze Age. The Anglo-Saxon
settlement is an early one dating from AD 420 to 650.
Perhaps it was founded by feodorati while the Romans
were moving out? There is a Roman site at nearby
Icklingham and the Icknield Way passes nearby. It is not
known why it was later abandoned but there is a later
settlement only a mile away so perhaps they just moved
on?
The reconstructed buildings are an excellent example of
experimental archaeology. All have been built on the
site of the excavation, using the very postholes that
were uncovered. After that it is a question of
interpretation and experimentation. The construction
has used period tools and techniques, but there are
some concessions to Health and Safety. The supporting
frames are more substantial than they probably were,
windows have been added and a fireplace was moved
to aid circulation. Various styles of thatching have been
tried, although it was sometimes difficult to persuade a
modern thatcher to cover the roof as thinly as an AngloSaxon may have done.

There are two rectangular halls on the site and several
sunken feature buildings (SFBs). The numbering below
is roughly in the order in which we visited them:
SFB 1
This was a rebuild of an earlier reconstruction and
demonstrated what it would have been like if the
inhabitants lived in the sunken area. Steps lead down to
an earth floor and the roof was a simple peaked
construction resting on the ground and supported by two
end posts. Various drawbacks were discovered: the
sides became wet from water draining down the roof
and the floor quickly filled up with dust from churning
feet.

SFB 2
Excavation had revealed traces of floorboards so this,
and the other examples, were reconstructed with a
suspended floor across the pit and 2 m high wooden
walls below the roof. Reconstructed looms showed how
these may have been used as workshops.

SFB 3
This was similar to SFB 2 but the sides had been clad in
tangentially split planks.
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SFB 4
Inhabited by ‘Earlfric‘, a Saxon re-enactor, this was
furnished as it may have been in Saxon times with food
cooking over an open fire burning in a stout, sand-filled
box in the centre. It was pointed out how the smoke
easily found its way out through holes in the gables.
Unusually, this building had a 1.5 m deep pit lined with
timbers. Perhaps it had been a cellar? The original
reconstruction was a victim of arson but that in itself
allowed the archaeologists to compare the results with
other buildings on the site that had suffered a similar
fate in Saxon times.

from several periods from the Ice Age through to the
Romans and then Anglo-Saxons. Underneath the cafe
were the artefacts excavated from each building and the
nearby cemetery. The latter had been poorly dug by
19th century antiquarians and much had been lost.
Material from nearby cemeteries had been used to add
context.
Overall this was a fascinating visit and helped to better
visualise what an Anglo-Saxon community would have
looked like. As an early and enduring example of
experimental archaeology it is important for the
evolution of ideas about building construction and use.
Sadly the West Stow website is a tourism site run by the
local council. Lance is hoping to restore some of the
original academic content. Meanwhile I’m sure he would
supply any material that we requested.

Hall 1
Two cross frames supported a roof that cantilevered out
to the gables. This probably explains why no corner
posts were found on many of the buildings. The walls
were clad in vertical timbers. These had been split
radially then tongue and grooved into each other.

Thanks are due to Andrew for the organisation, Lance
for the tour, and to the tea room ladies who stayed open
late to provide us with refreshments before the long
journey home.

Timber Framed Building
Constructed as a site workshop this was an interesting
example of how later Saxon building saw a return of
Roman construction techniques – possibly originally an
urban development. Timber framed walls were set on
floor beams and panels were infilled with wattle and
daub. This was a technique that would persist until the
18th century.

Tim Lloyd

Visit to Insula III on Saturday 27 August 2016
Members are invited to visit the excavation of Insula III,
Silchester on Saturday 27 August. There will be a talk
on this year’s finds and their interpretation by Mike
Fulford. Please assemble about the middle of the drove
way at 2.00 p.m. for a talk to start at 2.15.

Museums
There were in fact two museum areas. Adjacent to
reception was a series of displays showing artefacts

BAS Tour to Cornwall, 6‒9 May 2016
The great thing about Cornwall for lovers of the early
tribes of Britain up to the Iron Age is the proliferation of
stone suitable for building. This means ritual sites,
burials, and dwellings have left significant traces; we
saw some of these; for instance, Chysauster village and
the Merry Maidens Stone Circle. Cornwall sticks out into
the Atlantic which made it ideal for under-sea cables for
communication – the museum at Porthcurno covers this.

fabulous gardens including The Lost Gardens of
Heligan, which we visited. And the farming specialises

Standing Stone at Merrivale

in livestock, hence the clotted cream, which we had on
scones. Henry VIII needed defendable ports for his navy
– the estuary of the Fal guarded by Pendennis Castle
which we visited was ideal. We stayed at a 3-star hotel
on the cliff top overlooking the sea. On the way from
Reading to Newquay we called in at Glastonbury and
Killerton (National Trust). On the way back we travelled
over bleak Dartmoor, had a quick look at ritual sites at
Merrivale, and later the ruined Muchelney Abbey in

Merrivale stone row

The climate is ideal for apples – some of which are
made into cider and not only did we get a talk on cider
apple trees we also got to taste lovely cider. There are
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Somerset. We had guided tours of most places we
visited. The common observation at the end of the Tour
(apart from how good it was) was that people could
have spent much longer at each place. In spite of our
whistle-stop tour there were many places we did not get
to see so the trip was a taster of the historical and
archaeological sites of the South West of England.

The places we visited were very photogenic and we had
some great photographers amongst us so the photo
here (Standing Stone at Merrivale photo by John
Harrison) is just one of many. It doesn’t show the whole
group but a future newssheet will show everyone.
Ron Knowles

2017 Spring Tour
Norfolk and Area

That is: St Andrews Church, Greensted; Grimes Graves;
Kings Lynn; Castle Acre (Priory); Castle Rising castle;
Norwich (cathedral, castle, and town centre); West Stow
Anglo-Saxon village. We also visit Flag Fen (Bronze
Age settlement remains with 1 km wooden walkway
across wet fens, also finds from the recent Must Farm
excavations); Audley End House (decadent Jacobean
house with Capability Brown gardens); and one of the
finest surviving medieval barns in Eastern England,
tree-ring dated to the mid-15th c. with a breath-taking
aisled interior and crown post roof, the product of some
500 oaks. There will be guided tours at most of these
places.

The Annual Spring Tour will depart by coach from
central Reading at 9.00 am on Friday 21 April and gets
back at 6.30 p.m. on Monday 24 April. We will stay at
the 3-star Hotel de Paris, a Grade 2 listed building in the
centre of Cromer with views over the pier and sea.
The sites we visit will include the oldest wooden church
in the world and the oldest wooden building standing in
Europe; 5,000 year-old flint mines with the third highest
land in Norfolk (a small barrow!); one of the most
important Hanseatic ports of medieval Britain; a building
described by Pevsner as ‘One of the most perfect
buildings ever built’; one of the best preserved and most
important 12th century castles in England; a rare
survival of a Norman planned settlement with one of the
best preserved monastic sites in the country; the largest
city in 11th c. England after London; a re-created Saxon
village using experimental archaeological techniques on
the actual site of a Saxon village and earlier
occupations.

To reserve your place download the application form
from the BAS website. A draft itinerary is available there
(check nearer the time for updates).
Ron Knowles

Library Day
On 21 June 2016, Anne Harrison, Catherine Petts, Ron
Knowles, Diane Brisco, and Andrew Hutt met at Anne’s
house to work on the Berkshire Archaeology Research
Library boxes. During the day they:

Roman, Anglo-Saxon, and Early Medieval
collections.
Reviewed and thinned the contents of the re-prints
and pamphlet collection. This collection was put in
place before the Internet made this type of
information readily available without visiting a
library.

Checked all the boxes in the Society’s store against
the list of boxes: they were all present.
Checked to ensure that all the Berkshire
Archaeological Journals published since 2000 were
in the relevant library box: they are.
Thinned the paper copies of the Berkshire
Archaeological Journal kept for sale: given that
digital copies are available online most of the paper
copies were disposed of.
Checked the paper copies of journals for
Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,
London
and
Middlesex, Surrey, Hampshire, Wiltshire held in the
library to ensure they are up to date: they are.
Reviewed the many books that have been donated
to the library by the Society’s members and decided
which should be included and which should be sold.
As a result, additions were made to the Prehistoric,

One of the results of this work is that a number of books
will be offered for sale to members of the Society at the
Saturday meetings from September onwards.
It also became clear that the Society needs one, or
maybe two, members to take on the role of Librarian
and Archivist. This involves maintaining accession lists
for the Society’s two libraries, the other library is in the
Berkshire Record Office, and organising the Library
Working Group. If this role interests you please contact
the chairman Ann Griffin.
Andrew Hutt
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Going to the Patron’s Lunch
One of the Society’s treasured archives is a letter from
Queen Victoria agreeing to be the Society’s Royal
Patron – you can see it in the Berkshire Record Office.
Ever since, members of the Society have been invited to
Royal events and this year we were invited to attend the
Patron’s lunch. As you may remember, I responded to
this invitation by asking the membership if they would
like to attend.

Trevor Coombs and Anne Harrison they received news
that the Queen has left Buckingham Palace so they
briefly greeted us and rushed down to Admiralty Arch to
meet the Queen. This was followed by the speeches
many of you will have seen on television; we watched
them at first hand or on large screens.

On 12 June 2016, seven members of the Society
collected round a table on the side of the Mall to join this
event. As we assembled it rained but the organisers had
given us white plastic ponchos, which kept off the worse
of the weather. At midday the festivities started with a
parade in seven parts, one for each decade of the
Queen’s reign. This was greeted by a crowd of 10,000
people all dressed in white ponchos – a host of ghosts.

A giant kestrel in the parade

After the speeches, the Queen and her family rode back
the Buckingham Palace and the parade we had seen
earlier perambulated down the Mall for a second time; it
was much better without the rain and the ponchos. For
me, the highlights of this event were a giant kestrel and
the music.

The Queen and Royal Family after the speeches

The lunch was served in hampers with a variety of
culinary delights assembled by Marks and Spencer delicious. At 14.00 p.m. the rained stopped, and
members of the Royal family progressed down the Mall
to greet and meet us. Just before the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge were able to shake the hands of

All in all, we had a great day and hope the Royal Family
continues to be our patrons.
Andrew Hutt

Archaeology in and around Berkshire
The Roman Roads Research Association

the recognition it deserves. As far as we are aware,
these conferences, are the first ever conferences in
Britain devoted to Roman roads, and the first dedicated
to Margary’s memory.

The Roman Roads Research Association will host two
conferences to mark the 40th anniversary of the death
of Ivan D. Margary, whose name, through his work
Roman Roads in Britain, has become synonymous with
the study of Roman roads. His best known legacy is the
numbering system devised for Roman roads; still in
general use today. His contribution to British
archaeology has been profound, but has not been given

The first event will at the University of Portsmouth on 3
and 4 September. The conference has a number of
nationally recognized expert and entertaining speakers
contributing to a day and a half of lectures and
discussion groups. This will be followed by an optional
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guided visit to Fishbourne Roman Palace, the survival of which was due to Margary
taking up the news of the discovery and enabling excavation and subsequent
preservation of the site, where we have also arranged a finds handling session run by
museum staff.
We will be communicating further with regard to the York conference in the near
future. The website: http://www.romanroads.org gives more information about the
RRRA. For further information contact Mike Haken at mike@romanroads.org or 01457
87228.

Berkshire Archaeology Research Group
BARG will hold their next Quarterly meeting on Thursday, 29 September 2016 in the
De Vitre Room, The Cornerstone, Norreys Avenue, Wokingham RG40 1UE starting at
7.30 p.m. The talk is by Helen Glass, People, Place and Time: The historic
environment on HS2. Helen is an archaeologist and a graduate from Reading
University, with a particular interest in the archaeology of linear projects (she grew up
close to Hadrian's Wall). She is the Historic Environment Lead for High Speed Two
Ltd. Helen has spent the last four years defining the standards that HS2 will set for the
historic environment; this is the biggest investigation and recording programme ever
undertaken in the UK. It will be a fascinating talk on a hot topic.
Visitors are very welcome (£2 at the door), but to ensure a seat please contact
Chairman@barg-online.org or phone Janet Firth on 0118 978 7434.

Roman Boxford Lecture Series
On 9 November Julian Richards will be presenting a talk at Boxford Village Hall,
Lambourn Valley Road, RG20 8DD at 7.30 p.m. (lecture to be announced). For more
information see boxford.org.uk

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN
President: Professor
Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA

The Society was founded in
1871 and for over 100 years has
encouraged
and supported
archaeological
activities
in
Berkshire.
Everybody with an interest in
archaeology is welcome to
attend our meetings and join the
Society. It does not matter
whether
your
interest
in
archaeology is new found or
long standing, the Society offers
activities from regular lectures
and outings to post-excavation
research.
All members receive a regular
newsletter, full of news about
events in Berkshire. The
Berkshire
Archaeological
Journal is also free to members.
Officers of the Society:
Chairman: Ann Griffin
01628 825 288
griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com
Secretary acting: Andrew Hutt

SOAG: Open Day at the Roman Villa excavation near Goring-on-Thames
SOAG will be having an Open Day at their long-running Roman Villa site at
Gatehampton Farm near Goring-on-Thames, on Sunday 18 September from 1.30 to
4.30 p.m. Members of neighbouring societies, their friends and families, are welcome
to come and see what progress and new discoveries have been made this year. Tea
and cake provided! If you haven't visited the site before please email Dig Director,
Hazel Williams at villa@soagarch.org.uk for directions.

Treasurer: Andrew Hutt
0118 973 2882
andrew_hutt@talktalk.net
Membership secretary:
Anne Harrison 0118 978 5520
anne@jaharrison.me.uk
Programme Organiser:
Trevor Coombs
Day School Organiser:
Trevor Coombs

Reading Abbey Guided Tours
As part of Heritage Open Days, there will be a tour of Reading Abbey Quarter on
Friday 9 and Saturday 10 September 2016. For more information see the Reading
Museum website. Please book your places through the Eventbrite website.

Input to the Newsletter
If you have an archaeological story which you feel would interest the Society, please
send it to Gail Eaton by 15 November 2016 at: gail@eaton37.fsnet.co.uk
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Tour Organiser:
Ron Knowles 0118 939 4044
ronknowles2@btopenworld.com
Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton
0118 939 1056
gail@eaton37.fsnet.co.uk
Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt
For more information about the
Society and membership details
contact the Chairman: Ann
Griffin.
www.berksarch.co.uk
email: info@berksarch.co.uk
twitter: Berks Arch Soc

