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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 7 June 2017 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Wednesday 5 July 2017 Visit to Stonor Park
Wednesday 5 July 2017 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Thursday 13 July 2017 Visit to Wessex Archaeology and Marden Henge
Wednesday 2 August 2017 Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group, Conference Room 3, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.

From our Chairman
Dear Members
The many facets of Berkshire Archaeological Society are in full action this spring. The Membership is
growing and more and more of our colleagues who are interested and committed to preserving our
archaeological environment are joining in the activities that are publicised on the website with articles and
reports. This is due to the committed works of our councillors and members in organising the website,
newsletters, the journal, the Spring Tour, lectures, field trips, and field work.
Members of the Anglo-Saxon Discussion Group continue their investigations with some work focusing on
King Edward the Confessor’s Palace at old Windsor and the construction of a gazetteer to record all our
findings. A very successful Spring Tour to the Kings Lynn area was enjoyed by a record number of members.
Two weeks work at Blounts Court in April uncovered Roman and medieval buildings and forthcoming
investigations are planned at Cholsey, Tidmarsh, Arborfield, and Sonning Common.
Thanks go to Andrew Hutt, our Treasurer and field work leader, for organising the excellent opportunity for
the Society to be granted space to advertise its work, in a display to be mounted at Brocks Barracks, on the
Oxford Road in Reading.
Ann Griffin
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The Society’s Annual Day School
More than 50 members and friends enrolled on Saturday
4 March to listen and take part in the annual BAS roundup of recent archaeology in Berkshire, which this year
took place at The Cornerstone in Wokingham.
Sarah Orr (Historic Environment Officer for the West
Berkshire Archaeological Service) began by describing
Recent work in West Berkshire. This mainly
concerned maintaining the Historic Environment Record
(HER), ensuring that development did not adversely
impinge on archaeology, promoting conservation and
listing sites, and outreach. The HER is accessed via the
Heritage Gateway website with links to Pastscape and
other databases. The online records are brief and Sarah
invited people to contact her directly if more information
is required. Recent projects included the restoration of
Cold Ash Pumping Station and Sheffield Lock at Theale.
The Boxford History Project is an on-going community
project investigating three Roman sites.

Roland Smith (Archaeological Officer for East Berkshire)
followed with an account of some Recent discoveries
in East Berkshire. A narrow evaluation trench by
Thames Valley Archaeological Services (TVAS) in
advance of an extension to the Queen Charlotte pub in
Windsor unexpectedly yielded 37 inhumation burials
dating from the 16th to 18th centuries in a former
churchyard. Also, in Windsor, a ‘lost’ altarpiece designed
by Thomas Hardy the novelist was found preserved
beneath a later feature in All Saints Church in Frances
Road, built in the 1860s. A joint investigation by TVAS
and Wessex Archaeology in Castleview Road, Slough,
revealed a series of Iron Age, Roman, and early Saxon
deposits. The Saxon settlement comprised five
grubenhausen and radiocarbon dating of food residues
on pottery provided a date of AD 350, showing that
Saxon settlement in the Thames valley had begun
before the formal end of the Roman occupation. Finds
reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)
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included a Roman bronze alloy cupid from Waltham St
Lawrence. An evaluation of land north of Amen Corner
in Bracknell by Worcestershire Archaeology in advance
of housing revealed a significant Iron Age enclosure to
add to others recently found in the Wokingham and
Bracknell area, and Cotswold Archaeology discovered a
Roman settlement beneath the site of the former
Shoppenhanger’s Manor in Maidenhead.
After coffee, Jessica Barnsley (University of Reading)
described The lady in a log boat from Small Mead
Farm, Burghfield. The log boat was recovered during a
rescue excavation by Reading Museum in 1982 but was
not published and has remained in storage. Jessica has
attempted to interpret and date the remains. The 2.5 mlong oak log remained in a good state of preservation.
The only available documents were the handwritten
notes of the excavator and some contemporary
newspaper reports hailing the discovery of the ‘log boat
princess’. The log had been carved into a rough boat
shape and axe marks were clearly visible; the body was
placed in its naturally hollow interior. The skeleton
probably represented a woman aged between 40 and 50
years; her original height was estimated to have been 5
feet 5 inches. There was no skeletal pathology and she
seemed to have enjoyed an easy life style. Pollen
samples suggest the burial took place in open water
near woodland. Radiocarbon dates gave a broad
timespan between Roman and Saxon and, in view of the
paucity of Roman evidence, a probable date is postRoman or Saxon. It was concluded that the oak log was
a coffin in function and a log boat in symbolism: it would
not have floated.

In his presentation on New ventures in the Society
Andrew Hutt (BAS) described the outcome of
investigations at Blounts Court near Sonning Common,
carried out by BAS and BARG between 2013‒16 with
the possibility of further work later this year, and the

compilation of the BAS Gazetteer of Iron Age, Roman,
and Saxon sites which will combine the results of
several recent research projects. Geophysics and
excavation have located a Georgian garden wall and the
foundations of the medieval to Tudor manor house.
Radiocarbon dating of mortar samples from an earlier
flint wall gave dates ranging between 50 BC and AD 1013
which, together with some of the pottery, suggest an Iron
Age and Roman presence at this site as well. The
Gazetteer will cover an area ranging from Oxford to
Heathrow and is being compiled using the MIDAS
system as used by other organisations to ensure that it
will be compatible with other databases.

box containing the burial, similar to rings known from
burials in the Champagne region of France and from
high status burials near Colchester and St Albans.
LiDAR revealed a pair of enclosures in Pamber Forest,
Hampshire, with Iron Age and Bronze Age material.
Roman brickworks identified at Little London near
Pamber may yet yield the kilns that fired Nero’s
Silchester roof tiles.

Mike Fulford (University of Reading) followed with an
update on Silchester: Insula III and the Environs
Project. 2016 was the fourth and final year of
excavations in Insula III which were undertaken to try
and find the source of Nero-stamped roof tiles and
reused Bath stone and column fragments found in Insula
IX, which had been recycled before c. AD 80. A poorly
understood building described in the antiquarian report
of 1891 in the southeast corner of Insula III seemed a
possible candidate. This area was investigated by
relocating and re-excavating the Victorian trenches and
by the end of 2014 there was evidence for a large
building with a colonnade and more Nero tiles were
found. In 2015 a trench was opened in the northeast
corner of Insula III. No trace of the large building was
found here; instead there was a sequence of late Roman
properties along the street and evidence for livestock
and the use of dung as fuel. In 2016 a trench in the
northwest corner showed that here the ground had been
made up with dumped clay and gravel to seal Late Iron
Age and early Roman levels which contained no
evidence for an early building. A further extension to the
excavated area in the southeast corner also proved
negative for walls. It was concluded that the large
building in this corner represented an abandoned
building project. This site was not reused but traces of
late Roman ‘cottages’ on the mid-south and mid-east
sides of Insula III suggest that it was largely abandoned
until the late Roman period.

Lunch was followed by Steve Ford’s (TVAS)
presentation on Iron Age and Roman discoveries at
Mathews Green, Wokingham and Hatch Farm,
Winnersh, both in areas scheduled for development. At
Mathews Green geophysics showed very little as the
underlying London Clay contains ‘the wrong sort of iron’.
Excavation of the site in 2016 revealed a Middle Iron
Age farmstead with a few unenclosed buildings and no
field system. Radiocarbon dates showed the farm was
extant around c.400 BC and lasted for 50‒100 years.
Slag from smelting bog iron ore was found in the ring
ditch, adding this site to a concentration of Iron Age
smelting sites known southeast of Reading, such as
Sindlesham and Arborfield, which produced small
amounts of iron. No plant material was found suggesting
that the economy was mostly pastoral. A Roman site,
represented by a series of enclosures overlain by postmedieval boundaries, was found 500 m from the MIA
farmstead. This was a classic LIA-later Roman
settlement with more enclosures added over time dating
from c. AD 30‒50 to 350. It was a successful little site
that underwent constant additions and improvements
and the Roman building remained circular in plan. Again
this site was probably pastoral. There was no fancy
pottery or metalwork, but a Roman coin hoard found at
Mathews Green in the 1970s may have represented the
owner’s wealth. Seven shallow circular pits in the area,

Meanwhile the Silchester Environs Project was busy
interpreting aerial photographs covering some 100
square km extending from southwest Reading. This
revealed a series of linear earthworks between the
Kennet and the Loddon suggesting a reorganisation of
the landscape around the Iron Age oppidum. A bank at
Wood Farm yielded pottery dated to the late 1st century
BC, more or less contemporary with the oppidum. Crop
marks south of Mortimer near Windabout Copse were
associated with Iron Age pottery dating from the Early
Iron Age (8‒6th centuries BC) through to the Late Iron
Age and into the 1st century AD, again contemporary
with the oppidum. A Late Iron Age chambered grave
dated to the very beginning of the 1st century AD was
located in this area with a timber-lined chamber and
Gallo-Belgic pottery originating from northeast of Paris.
Four copper alloy rings may have been attached to a
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approximately 1 m across by 10 cm deep, were
radiocarbon dated to AD 1042‒1218 and are thought to
represent charcoal clamps.

the life histories of some of the individuals. Case studies
included a certain William Box, a master tailor from the
High Street, with details of his wives and children: he
had evidently been allowed to remarry, he died aged 49,
probably from TB.

Hatch Farm at Winnersh is close to the east bank of the
Loddon. Post-medieval ditches and gullies probably
represent the land reorganisation shown on a tithe map
from the early 1800s. The earliest archaeology was
Early Neolithic Abingdon Ware that has not previously
been recorded from the Loddon valley. The MIA was
represented by two adjacent ring gullies radiocarbon
dated to c.200 BC; a third gully was medieval in date.
There were three possible MIA rectangular enclosures
with very shallow ditches and no entrances, a LIA round
house and field system and an early Roman ( AD
60‒120) square enclosure containing a double-ringed
round house. The south side of this enclosure formed a
‘baseline’ to which further enclosures were added to the
east and a trackway ran up beside the westernmost
boundary ditch. The pattern of enclosures changed
during the middle and later Roman periods from c. AD
250‒350 but the round house with its circular gullies
remained in use throughout. This was not a rich site and
the absence of plant material suggested a pastoral
economy. The Roman site lasted over 250 years but
everything stopped before AD 350. About 20 Roman
sites are now known from this region, of which only two
continued in use to the end of the Roman period: why?

After tea, Jim Leary (University of Reading) described
the work of The Round Mounds Project in South
Oxfordshire and East Berkshire. He began by talking
about his work at Silbury Hill in Wiltshire which led him
to consider other large mounds in the general area, such
as the 18 m high Marlborough Mound that was thought
to be a Norman motte. This is half the size of Silbury Hill.
By drilling 10-cm cores through the mound from summit
to base to examine and date its construction, he was
able to show that the Marlborough Mound was indeed
Neolithic in origin, dated to c.2400 BC and a sister
mound to Silbury. It was later reused as a medieval
motte and later still as a garden feature. Hatfield Barrow
in Marden Henge, also in Wiltshire, was originally 15 m
high and had been excavated by Colt Hoare and
Cunnington in the late 18th/early 19th century, as a
result of which it became destabilised and was
subsequently destroyed. Excavation of the footprint of
this mound also provided a Neolithic date of c.2400 BC.
All three mounds were next to rivers and surrounded by
springs: how many other ‘medieval mottes’ in a similar
situation were also Neolithic in origin? Funded by the
Leverhulme Trust, Jim selected 20 other English mottes
to study: they needed to be big, near water and springs,
with evidence for Neolithic activity in the vicinity. Ten
mounds were cored in 2015 and another ten in 2016.
The first ten have now been dated and most are Norman
in date. So are Neolithic mounds just a Wiltshire
phenomenon?

Next Helen Vernon (MOLA) described the Excavation
of Maidenhead Congregational Church and 18th
century burial ground. An archaeological evaluation
before the construction of an access road discovered
brick-built vaults just below the surface in an area that
had supposedly been cleared of burials. Some 25 vaults
plus ordinary graves yielded the bones of around 70
articulated individuals. A Nonconformist chapel has
existed on this site since the early 18th century and this
discovery provided a rare opportunity to examine the
religious beliefs and burial practices of a Nonconformist
population outside London. There was a great variety of
vault constructions and some were oriented north-south.
Some had been opened and cleared to receive more
bodies. One coffin contained butchered horse and cow
bones of a similar weight to a human body, suggesting
that body snatchers had surreptitiously removed the
corpse. Most burials were adults with approximately
50% female, 33.87% male, and the rest indeterminate.
Nonconformism could adversely affect the careers of
men and so was more attractive to women. Most of the
observed pathology was dental or arthritic in character;
some birth defects were evident such as spina bifida.
Forty per cent of individuals had lost teeth in life and
three sets of dentures were found. Nutrient deficiency
was shown by cribra orbitalia (pitting of the orbits) and
rickets, 5% in both cases. Most of the nutrient-deficient
bodies were from brick vaults and did not represent the
poorest members of society. Two women had
constricted rib cages indicating habitual wearing of
corsets; one man had a pipe notch in his teeth. Named
burials enabled research to be conducted to establish

Wallingford Castle mound was constructed on the very
edge of an old channel of the Thames that was still
active in the late Saxon period and dates of AD
1032‒1158 were obtained from the mound itself. At
Hampstead Marshall there is a row of three mounds: the
first (‘Castle 3’) was c.15 m high and contained pottery
that was ‘clearly medieval’ but not Norman. It was dated
to AD 1168‒1265, showing that it was probably
constructed by William Marshall himself. Dates are
awaited on the other two mounds. The Lewes Mound in
Sussex was a 16th century ‘garden mount’. In contrast,
Skipsea Castle mound in East Yorkshire at 13 m high
was shown to be Middle Iron Age in date and is located
in a chariot burial area. It is now known to be the largest
Iron Age mound in Britain and one of the largest in
Europe, and dates to the Hallstadt period. This
previously unrecognised date implies that the mound
contains a burial chamber with links to the Continent; it
sits next to an enclosure which will be excavated to
determine if it is also Iron Age in date.
The last speaker was Janette Platt (MOLA) who talked
about Managing archaeological assets in mineral
extraction areas: the East Berkshire Terrestrial
Minerals Resource Assessment. The aims of this
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project, which is being carried out in conjunction with
Berkshire Archaeology, is to determine the spatial extent
of mineral resources in East Berkshire using GIS.
Existing HERs are enhanced using GIS to create asset
(=HER) density maps of different types of sites
according to period to ensure that planners working on
future mineral extraction strategies will be aware of what
archaeological assets might be damaged by quarrying,
to assist with the management of these assets, and to
help local authorities make informed decisions. Four
study areas have been defined to sample river valley
deposits, river terrace deposits, soft sands (bedrock)
and chalk (Pinkneys Green contains the only active
chalk pit in the area). Urban areas are excluded. So far
more than 4500 HERs have been examined and new
assets have been created by combining or splitting

existing records to give 2,817 assets across the survey
area. Extra information has been added to the records,
including chronology, type, significance, and survival
status. Asset density is highest in river valley deposits,
although this might partially reflect the extent of
archaeological investigations and redevelopment
programmes. Asset types are dominated by find spots.
The range of types increases with time: transport related
assets increase in the post-medieval period and modern
assets are primarily defence-linked.
Thanks are due to all the participants who helped to
make this event such a success, and especially to
Trevor Coombs who organised it all.
Janet Sharpe

Archaeology on Saturdays
treasure and the value of a hoard is decided by a
committee, which sits at the British Museum. If a
museum does not want to purchase it, it is returned to
the finder. Proceeds from sale are divided between the
finder and the landowner. Middle Bronze Age hoards
have been found near Nettlebed and west of
Basingstoke. The most frequently found Bronze Age
gold objects include thumb-sized rings which were
probably nose rings: four are known from Surrey. The
Wokefield Hoard from West Berkshire consists of seven
1st century BC Iron Age gold coins. Single gold coins are
not classified as treasure and if one is found on land
where the finder has had permission to search, then
he/she is entitled to keep it. If treasure is found on land
that is not covered by a local museum (such as the
Wokingham area) it is offered to the British Museum and
returned to the finder if the Museum does not want it.
Such objects are referred to as ‘disclaimed finds’ and
Tudor dress pins or hooks are among the commonest
finds in this category.

The Portable Antiquities Scheme and the
Watlington Viking Hoard
A talk 2017 by David Williams (PAS officer for East
Berkshire and Surrey) 18 March
The PAS began in 1997 to provide an opportunity for
members of the public to report archaeological finds.
About 98% of finds are reported by metal detectorists
but the scheme is not mandatory and not all finds are
reported. Metal detecting rallies bring in hundreds of
objects and recording is done by liaising with clubs
rather than with individuals. Last year around 3,000 finds
were added to the online database. All finds dated
before 1700 are included but recording is selective for
later finds. The PAS website (https://finds.org.uk ) shows
how finds are recorded: a photograph is accompanied
by a brief description, a reference number, and the find
spot to the nearest km square (the precise location is not
given). The finder’s name is not published and the
system depends on the work of volunteers to enter
records onto the database. A distribution map showed
that very few finds have been recorded in the heathland
area of southeast Berkshire and northwest Surrey
compared with arable fields elsewhere. Most finds in
Berkshire have been recorded from the Thames Valley
in the Wargrave-Windsor-Wokingham area, with
relatively more from Surrey.

Special finds included a 7th century gold pendant with a
garnet cross design that was bought at a car boot sale
for £25: because of the lack of field data it was returned
to the buyer who subsequently sold it for £4,000. A
medieval silver seal mount from Wargrave was set with
a late Roman onyx intaglio. Non-metal finds included a
fine Neolithic polished stone axe from Wargrave. Bronze
Age metalwork turns up fairly frequently and Iron Age
coins, especially gold ones, are more frequent than their
medieval counterparts. Noteworthy Roman finds include
a copper alloy cherub from Waltham St Lawrence and a
phallic pendant from the Wargrave area. An unusual
Roman brooch found during a Wantage rally turned out
to have been bought in an auction lot of finds from
eastern Europe: someone had been seeding the fields.
Later finds include a mid-9th century silver strap end
from the Midhurst area with a faint Runic inscription
scratched on the back that represented part of a
woman’s name, and a 10th century silver strap end from
Nuffield with gilt and niello inlay which also showed part

Around 1,000 reports of Treasure Trove are made
throughout the country in the course of a year and most
of these concern finds of silver or gold coins more than
300 years old. The Treasure Act imposes a legal
obligation to report such finds within 14 days. Two or
more gold and/or silver coins, or ten or more bronze
coins found together constitute a hoard of treasure.
Hoards also include prehistoric base metal objects with
or without gold or silver inlay, so two or more bronze
axes found together are considered as treasure but
single axes are not. The Act is currently under review
and it is hoped that it will then cover single gold or silver
coins. The coroner has to decide if an object constitutes
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of a name. A medieval seal matrix from a field at
Cobham, Surrey, was traced to Stone Priory in
Staffordshire and had been used to create a wax
impression on a contemporary document held by the
British Museum!

century the priory acquired the area for its own grounds.
By 1550 the area was known as ‘Moor field’ which often
flooded due to the clogged-up state of the river
Walbrook. Mediaeval bone skates were found,
suggesting it was used in winter as a skating rink.
The archaeology from the 16th century indicated that
people were leaving the site to go on pilgrimages to Our
Lady of Walsingham, Norfolk and Our Lady of Willesden
as pilgrim badges from the two destinations attest.
Someone had lost a gold Venetian ducat issued by
Doge Leonardo Lordan (1501‒1521) showing the Doge
kneeling before St Mark. Other domestic articles
included curry combs, shoe buckles, purses, and
spoons. In 1569 the area became a new churchyard for
Bethlehem church. At its centre was a pulpit with a roof
and a flag on top. The main use was for the priest to
preach the Whitsun sermon, when thousands of people
attended. The churchyard became a popular place for
Londoners to be buried from all the city’s parishes. The
burial ground keepers were the Clitheroe family, who
had a house in the yard. Whilst paid to dig graves and
maintain the churchyard, they had their own business,
that of wood turning with a workshop and retail counter.
Business flourished and they managed to persuade the
church officers to enlarge their premises. However, they
did not keep burial records and were reprimanded twice
for not doing so. The burial ground was in use until 1738
and by the time of its closure, 25,000 bodies had been
interred. MOLA estimate the density of bodies to be 6‒8
burials per cubic metre. Examination of some of the
bodies disclosed the diseases which killed them. People
had suffered from rickets, syphilis, and plague. The
years 1625 and 1665 were big plague years and
forensic archaeologists found the DNA of the plague
bacteria, Yersinia pestis.

Watlington Hoard

The Watlington Hoard of Viking objects was acquired by
the Ashmolean Museum for £1.35 million. Viking finds
are very rare in southern Britain. The hoard consisted of
coins (now very brittle), silver arm rings, finger-sized
silver ingots, and a tiny piece of twisted gold wire. The
coins are extremely important as they are of two kings:
Alfred of Wessex and his Mercian contemporary
Ceolwulf II. The hoard is dated to the late 870s, soon
after Alfred defeated the Vikings: someone fleeing the
battle had deposited the Watlington Hoard in what was
then Mercian territory. The Ashmolean Museum has
recently published a book about the hoard which is
available for £5.
Janet Sharpe

Beyond the city walls: excavations at
Crossrail Broadgate ticket hall, Liverpool
Street
A talk by Robert Hartle, 8 April 2017
Robert is a senior archaeologist with MOLA (Museum of
London Archaeology) who had the task of managing the
excavation of Broadgate ticket hall from 2011 to 2015 for
Crossrail. The site is outside the Roman city walls and
started as a cemetery c. AD 120. The Roman levels are
about 6 m below the present street level.
Roman burial grounds are normally found outside town
walls and this was no exception. MOLA discovered 120
coffins neatly arranged in rows with a service road,
wheel ruts, and drainage ditches that deposited water
into the nearby River Walbrook. South of the road were
three decapitated bodies with their skulls between their
knees. A further seven decapitated bodies were found
north of the road, one with a shackle around his arm.

Image Copyright of Crossrail

After AD 400 the site appears to have been deserted
until 1247 when the Mayor of London founded the Priory
of St Mary of Bethlehem. The monks were devoted to
healing sick paupers. Londoners called it ‘Bethlem’
which later became ‘Bedlam’. In the first half of the 15th

Burials made during the 18th century had an interesting
feature. They had the initials, birth and death dates put
on the coffin lids created in brass studs. MOLA recruited
16 volunteers to scour the parish records to create a list
of people living at the time, so that the people in the
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cemetery could be identified. This was so successful
that not only did occupations and addresses become
known, but family trees could be constructed for some
individuals. A particularly good example was the family
of William Welwyn, whose family tree showed a
relationship with John Williams, Bishop of Chichester.
Some of the coffins from the early 18th century were

found to be empty, indicating that body snatchers had
been at work. The site had been in use from the early
2nd century until 1739 as a burial ground. Future
travellers on Crossrail will be blithely unaware of their
ancestors as they flash through Liverpool Street station.
Trevor Coombs

2017 Spring Tour

We took four days in late April, travelled nearly 700
miles, and visited 10 places ranging from a 400 year old
grand house to a Neolithic flint mine. There were 36
people on this trip, staying at a Hotel in Cromer, a Grade
2 listed building right on the sea-front overlooking the
pier. It was a three-star place but the food was good and
location was excellent. The Tour was billed as Norfolk
but it included sites in Cambridgeshire, Essex, and
Suffolk, as well as Norfolk. As usual most individual
visits were not long enough to enjoy everything there but
all visits provided enough of interest, including guided
tours to whet the appetite for more. It would be
impossible to list highlights as people like different things
but if any visit was too short at least people know where
to go back to! The visits were:

Audley End House. A 17th c. house with lots of
appropriate furnishings and an amazing range of
geological specimens and stuffed birds, and also
extensive and beautiful gardens.
Grimes Grave, not graves at all, but Neolithic flint mines,
one of which is open to those who could descend a fixed
ladder. The landscape there is pock-marked with backfilled mines.
King’s Lynn town where we had a guided tour of the port
area. The town had grown rich in the 15th c. on the wool
trade and was a Hanseatic port.

St Andrew’s Church at Greensted with original stave
church elements. The guided tour detailed its history
and pointed out features that might otherwise have been
missed.

Custom House at King’s Lynn

We then travelled to Norwich, where we had 2½ hours
(not enough) to do what we wanted. The castle was

St Andrew’s Church
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open, and was also a museum and art gallery. There
were lots of other places to visit too.

We then visited Bury St Edmunds where our group had
a choice of a guided walking tour of the old town and
cathedral (in two small groups) or a guided tour of the
Greene King brewery, with tasting. There we had a
buffet lunch before the last visit. On our way home we
stopped at Prior’s Hall Barn, a magnificent tithe barn
with original timbers, with some tree-ring dated to the
15th c.

Flag Fen near Peterborough was an open-air museum
with indoor areas too. It is a Bronze Age site with a 1 km
wooden causeway, originally Neolithic. Must Farm is the
small Bronze Age village, built on stilts, on another side
of the same fen but which we could not visit because it is
now back in the hands of the quarrying company.
However the dug-out boats from Must Farm are at Flag
Fen Museum.

Castle Acre Priory

We then visited Castle Rising, a medieval fortification in
the village of Castle Rising, and ended the day at Castle
Acre Priory (we took a wrong turning trying to find it so
definitely did not have enough time there), an extremely
well preserved monastic site with much to see, including
the Prior’s lodging, which some of us had time to go
inside.

It is with regret that I am resigning as Tour Organiser. I
have found the job very rewarding and my only regret is
that I have not spent enough time with the various
participants – all excellent people and good company. I
am extremely grateful for the support and help I have
received from Barrie Randall and Vinny Knowles, also
Griselda and Tony.
Ron Knowles

Anglo-Saxon Berkshire Discussion Group
2 March 2017

5 April 2017

This meeting was an opportunity for members of the
group to talk about the work they were doing on AngloSaxon Berkshire. Ann Griffin talked about the work she
was doing round Cookham and Old Windsor. Catherine
Petts talked about her work on territories. Martin Labram
talked about progress on the Gazetteer, and Andrew
Hutt talked about his work on settlements occupied from
AD 350 to 500. This last raised questions about how we
are to characterise these early sites, because some
were clearly occupied by British, some were occupied by
Saxon, and over time these groups merged to form
Anglo-Saxon communities.

Catherine Petts gave a talk on the Early Anglo-Saxon
territories in Berkshire. Her talk started with discussion
of the early hundreds and parishes with a focus on
groups of parishes with a central parish surrounded by
others. She highlighted two of these in Berkshire: one
round the Walthams and the other round Silchester. She
then moved forward in time to the hundreds and
parishes recorded in Domesday and in particular to the
Royal landholdings in the hundreds of Thatcham,
Lambourne, and Blewbury, and those of Abingdon
Abbey in the hundreds of Marcham, Rowbury, and
Hormer.
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were recorded together with lots of very fine metalwork,
pottery, and glassware. These finds are now held in the
archives at the British, Ashmolean, and other museums,
and David regaled us with details from museum
accession lists, and pictures of beautiful finds, which
remained untouched for more than 100 years.

3 May 2017
David Peacock first gave a wide-ranging talk that started
by taking us on a tour of Anglo-Saxon sites in West
Berkshire and then focused on the Anglo-Saxon
cemetery at East Shefford. This was found in 1889 when
the railway from Newbury to Lambourne was built.
Further excavations took place in 1912. Some 74 graves

Andrew Hutt

Fieldwork Projects
been built in sections each of about 4 Roman feet. There
is no evidence of this wall being part of a building so, for
now, it is thought to be a boundary wall. Many villa sites
are surrounded by walls like this. To the east of the wall
was a deposit of debris that contained tile fragments and
a horse shoe of medieval date. This evidence suggests
that there was a medieval building which used the
Roman wall to support its western wall.

Blounts Court 2017
In three weeks from 3 to 20 April five trenches were
excavated at Blounts Court. The objective was to gain
dating evidence for building R8 with its chalk floor and
chalk block foundation, and for the mortared flint wall
with its radio carbon dates of 40 BC to AD 27, AD 125, AD
305 to 406, and AD 887 to1013.

The chalk block wall of building R8

The first two trenches, 3B and 3C, were re-excavations
of parts of trenches 3 and 3A excavated in 2015 and
2016 respectively, to reveal the archaeology of both
buildings. Trench 5 was then excavated to find dating
evidence of building R8. This was successful insofar as
we found more pottery and a knife which confirmed that
this is a medieval building. A review of manors dating to
this period suggests that this was probably a manorial
hall contemporary with Blounts Court house, which has
a dendro-chronology date from a floor joist of 1430.

Trenches 7, 3C, and 6 showing the medieval foundations on
the left and on the right under the ranging pole the Roman wall

Trenches 6 and 7 were dug to investigate the mortared
flint wall. A careful analysis of the radio carbon dates
showed that these were dates when the mortar used to
build the wall first dried out and absorbed carbon
dioxide, or at a later date when the in-situ mortar got wet
which reset the carbon dioxide clock. The excavations
revealed a 4 m length of the wall that showed that it had

The next steps are to finish processing the finds, write
up the work so that it can be published in the Berkshire
Archaeological Journal, and to produce an exhibition to
display at Johnson Matthey’s 200 birthday celebrations.
Andrew Hutt

Excavating with the Berkshire Archaeological Society
The Blounts Court excavations in April were an
opportunity to make further improvements to the way in

which the Society excavates. The team put a tent on the
site to act as an office and as a result our context
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recording improved. We routinely photographed every
context when it was first recorded using a dedicated
camera so we now have a better photographic record.
The finds working group processed and recorded finds
on site which enabled us to get a better understanding of
the site. Excavating requires a large group of us to work
on site. We are planning to excavate in April 2018. If you
want to join in please reserve the month in your diary.

trenches on this site please send me an email with
details of the dates on which you can come on site.

The Society’s new resistivity meter
At last, the Society has a resistivity meter. It is a TAR-3
meter from R. M. Frobisher’s in Barnsley. We first took
delivery of it in June 2016 and over the next 6 months
carried out some trials on Streatley Meadows and two
small surveys: one for Marlow Archaeology Society at
Cookham, the other in David Gibbons’ garden in
Cholsey. This is a very light piece of equipment,
weighing c.2 kilos. However, usability was poor. At a
meeting between Terence Andrews, the designer, he
and I sat down with a white board and redesigned the
user interface. He rewrote the software to implement the
new interface and the redesigned meter is much better.
Therefore, we now have a usable resistivity meter, and
furthermore, we have a short list of at least three
surveys for this summer.

Andrew Hutt

Surveying at La Hyde
John Chapman, Andrew Hutt, and Martin Labram are
planning to do a little more surveying again this year at
La Hyde, starting on Friday 9 June and continuing
Tuesday through Thursday 13 to 15 June in the
following week as necessary. The location is the
suspected site of the Tudor village of La Hyde, believed
to lie to the east of Sulham Lane between Pangbourne
and Purley-on-Thames. This year we want to use
resistivity to check the 5 m strips up to the wire fences
on either side of the track from the Home Farm yard to
the cottages that we could not explore using
magnetometry in 2015 (grey area with oil pipeline on the
left) and 2016 (two grey areas on the right). The
fieldwork will consist of setting up the poles for the
survey grid, using the resistivity instrument, managing
the electrical cable, and continually moving the survey
guiding ropes. Approximate hours of working will be
10.00 to 16:00. Please contact Martin Labram if you are
interested in coming along at: Martin@m2cc.co.uk

Excavations at Cholsey 19 to 30, June 2017
Trevor Coombs and I have been involved with a site in
Cholsey, currently occupied by a house that started as a
medieval hall house, had a chimney and first floor added
to it, and has brick walls dating to Georgian times. Last
December Martin Labram and I carried out a resistivity
survey of the garden to the east of the house and
identified a number of anomalies (see the dark areas in
the image at the top of the next column). On 5 May,
Trevor and I met the owner who invited us to excavate
some of these anomalies in the two weeks 19 to 30
June. If you would like to join the team excavating

Martin Labram.
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BAS Finds Group
Members of the Society have recently been getting
involved in the processing and interpretation of the finds
from the Blounts Court excavations of 2014 to 2016.
These include copious amounts of CBM (ceramic
building material, i.e. brick and tile), pottery, glass,
metalwork (mostly nails), animal bone, oyster shells, and
a scattering of clay pipe stems. Training workshops have
been held for members led by experts to help with the
identification and dating of the finds.

Bones Workshop
The final workshop was led by BAS member, Janet
Sharpe, on Saturday 1 April at RISC, to look at the
bones collected at Blounts Court. This was extremely
well presented and received by those attending. Thanks
go to Janet for her hard work in organising this
workshop.

Future Visits
Stonor Park

Marden Henge

Following the excavations at Blounts Court, once owned
by the Stonor family, Nigel Spencer has arranged a
group visit to Stonor Park, near Henley, for Wednesday
5 July. After seeing the house we can visit the chapel,
garden, and surrounding grounds. The cost is £10 (the
normal ticket price is £20). Please contact Nigel if you
would like to go at: n.spencer327@btinternet.com.

A visit to Marden Henge has been arranged on
Thursday 13 July. Alistair Barclay has offered us a talk
on their Neolithic finds at their offices in Salisbury at
11.00 a.m. After which will have lunch (to be arranged)
and visit the henge. Please let Trevor Coombs know if
you would like to come, at: tacoombs1@gmail.com.

Archaeology in and around Berkshire
Festival of Archaeology 2017
Co-ordinated by the Council for British Archaeology, the
Festival offers hundreds of events nationwide, organised
by museums, heritage organisations, national and

country parks, universities, local societies, and
community archaeologists.
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Festival events in Berkshire include:

Found in the Ground - Local finds identification event at Maidenhead Heritage
Centre. Saturday 22 Jul 2017.

Family activity day at West Berkshire Museum, Newbury. Friday 28 July 2017
Lambourn Seven Barrows walk. Sunday 23 July 2017

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN
President: Professor

In Oxfordshire:

Discovering Dorchester Fieldschools. Various dates.
Oxford Castle Sensory Experience. Various dates.
The Anglo Saxons and Vikings - Big weekend at the Ashmolean
Museum. Various dates.
Looking for King Alfred: Recent archaeological investigations in Oxford,
Oxford Castle. Thursday 27 July.
Also, highly recommended, though further afield is:

Salisbury Museum's very own Festival of Archaeology. Saturday 22 July to
Sunday 23 July.
For more information go to: http://www.archaeologyfestival.org.uk/whatson

Other Events
Oxfordshire Past 201
17 June. This annual event outlines history, buildings, and archaeology in Oxfordshire.
As well as lectures there are stalls and exhibits. At the Barns Centre, Church Road,
Thame, from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. See http://oxfordshirepast.org

Boxford Community Archaeology Project
21 June: John Shepherd (Andante’s Director of Archaeology) ‘How the other half
lived…in Roman times’. See http://boxford.org.uk/ (Please email Joy Appleton:
joy@appleton.uk.net, if you plan to attend).

Marlow Archaeology Society (MAS)
15 June Dr Jim Leary ‘The Round Mounds Project: from medieval Mottes to
prehistoric Round Mounds’. See:
http://www.marlowarchaeology.org/Pages/default.aspx

The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society (TWHAS)
14 June: Edward Carpenter, The view from above: LiDAR and Aerial Photographs of
Wallingford and beyond. See http://www.twhas.org.uk

Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA
The Society was founded in 1871
and for over 100 years has
encouraged
and
supported
archaeological
activities
in
Berkshire.
Everybody with an interest in
archaeology is welcome to attend our
meetings and join the Society. It does
not matter whether your interest in
archaeology is new found or long
standing, the Society offers activities
from regular lectures and outings to
post-excavation research.
All members receive a regular
newsletter, full of news about events
in
Berkshire.
The
Berkshire
Archaeological Journal is also free to
members.
Officers of the Society:
Chairman: Ann Griffin
01628 825 288
griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com
Secretary: Anne Harrison
0118 978 5520
anne@jaharrison.me.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Hutt
0118 973 2882
andrew_hutt@talktalk.net
Membership secretary: Anne
Harrison
Programme Organiser:
Trevor Coombs
Day School Organiser:
Trevor Coombs
Tour Organiser: Ron Knowles
0118 939 4044
ronknowles2@btopenworld.com
Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton 0118
939 1056
georginagaileaton@gmail.com
Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt
For more information about the
Society and membership details
contact the Chairman: Ann Griffin.
www.berksarch.co.uk
email: info@berksarch.co.uk

If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, please
send it to Gail Eaton by 15 August 2017 at: georginagaileaton@gmail.com
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