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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 5 September 2018 The Study Group. Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, 12.00 for 12.30
to 14.30 p.m.
Saturday 15 September 2018 AGM followed by Lecture The Donkey in Human History: an
Archaeological Perspective, by Professor Peter Mitchell. Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Wednesday 3 October 2018 The Study Group. Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, 12.00 for 12.30 to
14.30 p.m.
Saturday 20 October 2018 Lecture Anglo-Saxon wars and fortifications, by Jim Storr. Main Hall, RISC,
14.00 to 16.00 p.m.
Wednesday 7 November 2018 The Study Group. Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, 12.00 for 12.30
to 14.30 p.m.
Saturday 17 November 2018 Lecture The Staffordshire Hoard, by Eleanor Blakelock.
Saturday 15 December 2018 Talks by BAS Members. Napoleonic munitions factory at Weedon Beck,
by Catherine Petts, Excavations at Highwood, by Alan Hall, The work of the CBA, by Sue Dormer. Main
Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m.

From the Council
Over the summer the Society has enjoyed visits to the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit and to this
year’s excavations at Silchester. We thank Trevor Coombs for making these arrangements.
The next major opportunities for members of the Society to pursue their interest in archaeology are with the
Excavations at Old Windsor, Berkshire, in the 1950s project (The Hope Taylor Project) and the Study Group
which is working on the social and economic changes in and around Roman Berkshire. You will find more
details of these opportunities in the newsletter.
In September, the Society has its annual general meeting. Thankfully this is normally quite quick, but this
year it is significant because some members of Council are retiring so if you would like to help set the
direction for the Society talk to Anne Harrison or me.
Andrew Hutt
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Annual General Meeting 2018
The AGM will take place on Saturday 15th September 2018 at RISC, London Street, Reading. Refreshments will be
served from 2.00 for a prompt 2.30 p.m. start.
All positions on the BAS Council are open for election, but there are specific vacancies for a new Chairman and for an
Archivist/Librarian. For more information, please contact Anne Harrison or Andrew Hutt. All nominations for Council
membership, proposed and seconded, must be sent to the Hon. Secretary (Anne Harrison, 2 Murdoch Road,
Wokingham, RG40 2DA; secretary@berksarch.co.uk).

Agenda for the AGM
1.

Apologies for Absence

2.

Minutes of the AGM held on 16th September 2017

3.

Matters Arising

4.

Chairman’s Report

5.

Treasurer’s Report

6.

Librarian’s Report

7.

Election of Officers of the Society

8.

Election of Council Members

9.

Appointment of the Independent Examiner

10.

Any Other Business

The AGM will be followed by a talk given by Professor Peter Mitchell, St. Hugh’s College, University of Oxford, on The
Donkey in Human History: An Archaeological Perspective.
Anne Harrison, Hon. Secretary

Land of the Atrebates
On Wednesday 6 June 2018, Land of the Atrebates: In
and around Roman Berkshire, BAJ 83, was launched at
the BAS Study Group meeting. This is a source book of
Roman remains in and around Berkshire.
Copies are free to members who had paid their
membership fee before 31 December 2017. All these
free copies have now been distributed.
If you want a copy, they cost £12 + pp for members and
£20 + pp for non-members. To purchase a copy please
email bas@berksarch.co.uk
Andrew Hutt

The Study Group
Having published Land of the Atrebates the next step is
to round off our understanding of Roman Berkshire by
publishing an interpretation of those remains.
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For several years I have been looking at this evidence
and am currently preparing a volume which explains the
social and economic changes which occurred in and
around Berkshire during the Roman period. This looks at

the archaeological evidence to identify changes over
four time periods:

members of the Study Group can take away and work
on. They will be ready for the September Study Group
meeting with the results being discussed during the
October, November, and December meetings. If this
interests you, please come to the meeting at Brocks
Keep on Wednesday 5 September 2018 starting with
lunch at 12 a.m. and ending before 3 p.m., or contact
me.

 55 BC to AD 43: the time between the invasions by
Caesar and Claudius
 AD 43 to AD 75: during the period of the
Cogidubnus client kingdom
 AD 75 to AD 250: during the early Roman period
 AD 250 to AD 410: during the late Roman period

Andrew Hutt

I am preparing sets of documents (excavation reports
etc.) each with a set of research questions which

The Hope Taylor Project
Members of BAS are invited to join an important project
to help sort the finds from excavations by Brian Hope
Taylor at Old Windsor in the 1950s. These finds are
currently at Reading Museum’s store in south Reading.
Funding from Historic England has been agreed to
support work with volunteers in September and October
supervised by staff from Wessex Archaeology and led
by Lorraine Mepham.

Volunteers will be able to sign up for as many or as few
sessions as they wish, but Lorraine would like everybody
who is interested to be able to ‘have a go’.
If you think you might be interested please contact me
for a document which explains the background to the
project, how it will work, and how volunteers will benefit,
including experience with different types of finds and the
opportunity to take part in workshops on pottery and
human bone. Roland Smith of Berkshire Archaeology
will be co-ordinating volunteers.

Lorraine expects the finds work to take around ten
working days to complete on the basis of up to eight
volunteers per day, comprising two three-hour sessions
(morning and afternoon) in September and October.

Anne Harrison, secretary@berksarch.co.uk, 0118 978
5520

Visits
BAS Visit to
Accelerator Unit

the

Oxford

We were impressed by the extent of the site, which
would have catered for most of the town’s population
given that none of the town houses other than the
mansio had their own bath suite. We were then shown
the open trenches in the low lying area in the south east
corner where baths had been constructed from an early
date. This year the excavation has largely opened up the
Edwardian trenches.

Radiocarbon

On Friday 22 June a group of about 20 BAS members
found their way to South Parks Road in Oxford for a visit
to the Oxford University Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit
(ORAU). A report on this visit will be in the next edition
of the Newsletter.

BAS Visit to the Silchester Baths Excavations

In Trench 1 we could see the remains of the entrance
with a wall originally supplied with columns. The trench
exposed the facade of the baths, which extended more
than 40 m to the south. The front wall of the baths had
been provided with a columned portico, the bases of
three of which could be seen. The wall itself was very
well-preserved with over 1 m still standing owing to the
ground level in Roman times being continually raised in
order to avoid flooding. The column bases, which were
subsequently buried, belong to the first phase of the
building dating to the AD 50s‒60s. The upper surface of
the adjacent street, which was laid down at the start of
the 5th century, is about 2 m above the level of the
column bases. The central entrance through the portico
was modified as the ground level rose to cover the base
of the columns, and this led into an open courtyard, the
palaestra, not directly into the baths themselves.

On Saturday 21 July 25 members were treated to a tour
of the Reading University excavations at the baths site in
Calleva by our President, Professor Mike Fulford. Mike
began with an overview of the previous excavations in
the town including the 18 year dig in Insula IX which
finished in 2014.
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miles and which became the building material of choice
in the 2nd and 3rd centuries when the outer walls were
constructed.
In Trench 2 we saw the foundations of what was
probably a tepidarium, a warm room heated from the
side with central stacks of pilae and air channels
radiating out to the walls. The area had been robbed but
the robber trench had missed the room itself with its
easily accessible stone. Mike suggested that this implied
that the walls of this part of the baths had survived
longer than the rest, but that all traces had disappeared
before the medieval village around the church had come
into existence. The Iron Age defensive ditch was found
just beyond the east wall of this room and coring has
revealed it could be 3 to 4 metres deep. This will be a
target for next year’s excavations. There was a display
of finds laid out; we were shown a pretty little gold ring
which had just come up, and a mysterious bronze strap.

View across Trench 1 showing the portico with the column
bases (Janet Sharpe)

The area had later been remodelled and extended to the
east to provide extra latrine space. This was served by
water from the springs uphill from the site which drained
into what is now a boggy area and from there into a
small stream.

The tepidarium with central pilae and stone floor supports with
warm air channels (Anne Harrison)

Our thanks are due to Mike and his
after us so well on the last day of the
forward to returning next year
developments. A fuller description of
found on the website.

Original north wall and later latrine block showing the
greensand and adjacent flint walls (Anne Harrison)

The north wall of the early bath was exposed showing
fine masonry of greensand blocks, which would have
been brought from the Weald. The wall of the later
extension was of flints that were available locally within 6

team for looking
dig, and we look
to see further
the visit may be

Anne Harrison and Janet Sharpe

Archaeology in and around Berkshire
SOAG during the very last week of excavation in July,
and Paul Booth (Oxford Archaeology) gave us a guided
tour. By then the archaeological deposits had been
peeled away, layer by layer, and the natural gravel was
exposed everywhere except for the bottoms of the
deepest pits where people were frantically working to
beat the deadline. Building-wise the trench was

Excavations at Dorchester-on-Thames
This year has seen the end of the ten-year Dorchesteron-Thames Project, a community-led project and training
excavation run by the University of Oxford’s School of
Archaeology, Oxford Archaeology, and the people of
Dorchester. I visited their large trench in the allotments,
more or less in the centre of the Roman town, with
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disappointing: there is the frontage of a substantial 2nd
century building at the west end of the trench and the
axial north-south road has been exposed at the east
side, but between the two there is a complex of
intercutting ditches, gullies, and pits which together have
yielded an enormous amount of information and
countless finds.

pit alignment, thought to constitute a boundary between
a settlement area and field system, extended for 380 m
and is the longest yet recorded in Oxfordshire. Some
very long-lived trackways were in use from the Early
Bronze Age into the Iron Age: some of these were
metalled and had wheel ruts. Roundhouses alongside
the trackways showed evidence of industrial activity with
masses of charcoal. Bronze Age waterholes took the
form of wide shallow wells with access ramps. Not all
were intended for livestock and one contained a wellpreserved wooden log-ladder.
Another housing development at Winterbrook on the
south side of the town also yielded Neolithic pits and
Bronze and Iron Age features, and a Middle Bronze Age
field system which was aligned with that at Slade End
Farm. Pits outside the entrance to some of the
roundhouses contained burnt stones that are thought to
have been used to heat the houses instead of an open
fire. Two unusual Middle Bronze Age burials contained
bodies in unusual positions; it is thought these could
represent the ‘curated remains’ (mummies) of ancestors.
More excavation at the future Lidl site in Hithercroft
Road, midway between Slade End and Winterbrook,
also revealed the Bronze Age field system, which
appears to have covered an extensive area to the south
and west of Wallingford.

The postholes revealed at the east end of the trench (photo:
Janet Sharpe)

At Celsea Place in Cholsey, geophysics and finds of
ceramic building material (CBM) revealed the presence
of a Roman villa, which has not been excavated but
preserved in situ, causing the developer to modify his
plans. This lies close to the Roman road from Silchester
to Dorchester, which runs along the line of Honey Lane.
A series of enclosures surrounded the villa and
associated features included two trackways, five corndryers, wells, and a burial ground. Crop processing
appears to have been carried out here on an industrial
scale. Evidence for Roman settlement remains elusive in
Wallingford itself, despite the occasional potsherd, but a
preliminary survey of yet another area scheduled for
housing to the south of the Winterbrook site has
revealed Roman coins and roof tiles – watch this space!

In typical Time Team fashion, it is possible that the best
bits have remained hidden until almost the last moment.
Back in the early 1960s, Sheppard Frere also dug in
Dorchester’s allotments and discovered the remains of
timber-framed buildings which he concluded represented
a short-lived auxiliary, post-Boudiccan, fort constructed
in the AD 60s‒70s. The existence of Frere’s fort has
remained controversial ever since. It is rumoured that
several years ago Frere visited the dig and asked, ‘Have
you found my fort yet?’ Alas, not then (Frere died at the
age of 98 in 2015) but this year some 1st century finds
have come to light with military connections: a bronze
strap end, an army-issue coin of Claudius dating to the
AD 50s, and a beautiful circular mount bearing the
moulded head of Silenus (Bacchus’s drinking
companion) from a soldier’s uniform or horse trappings.
And then, almost at the eleventh hour, a row of small
postholes was uncovered at the extreme east end of the
trench, beneath the Roman road, representing a timberframed building of non-native and apparently military
construction. Frere’s fort is vindicated at last.

Janet Sharpe

Berkshire Archaeology Newsletter
Berkshire Archaeology, which manages the HER and
archaeology in east Berkshire, publishes an annual
newsletter describing some of the recent investigations
in
the
area.
It
may
be
accessed
at
www.readingtownhall.co.uk/explore-readinghistory/berkshire-archaeology

Janet Sharpe

Recent archaeological work in Wallingford
Massive housing developments in and around
Wallingford have revealed a lot of archaeology and
Richard Oram (Planning Archaeologist at Oxfordshire
County Council) described some of the major
discoveries in a talk to The Wallingford Historical and
Archaeological Society (TWHAS) on 11 July. In advance
of 550 new houses at Slade End Farm on the western
edge of the town, excavation has revealed Neolithic pits
and Bronze and Iron Age features. A Bronze Age double

Beacons of the Past
Chilterns Conservation Board (CCB) has been awarded
a £695,600 grant by the Heritage Lottery Fund towards a
4 year project to discover and conserve the 22 Chilterns
Hillforts.
A summary of project objectives can be found at
www.chilternsaonb.org/about-chilterns/beacons-of-thepast.html
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Special Exhibition, West Berkshire Museum: Hoards
West Berkshire Museum is bringing together for the first time over 11 hoards from all
over West Berkshire. A chance to see buried treasure from prehistory to the medieval
period, ranging from a hoard of Bronze Age Axes, Iron Age hoards of gold coins,
Roman hoards of hundreds of coins, to a hoard of coins of Charles I and James I.
Explore the history of each hoard, find out how they were found, and consider why
they were hidden and never retrieved. Open: Wednesday to Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
throughout 2018. Entry to West Berkshire Museum is free but donations are welcome.

Talks by other groups

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN
President: Professor

Berkshire Archaeology Research Group, De Vitre Room, The Cornerstone, Norreys
Ave, Wokingham, 7.30 p.m.
Thursday 4 October Quarterly Open Meeting Open to all - small entry charge.
Krystyna Truscoe (Doctoral Research Student from the University of Reading) will be
talking on the Silchester Environs Project.
Marlow Archaeology, Main Room, Liston Hall, Marlow, SL7 1DD, 8 p.m. Members of
AIM and MAS £3.00, visitors £4.50
Thursday 20 September ‘The Boxford Mosaic: a unique discovery and its wider
context’ – a talk by Dr Steve Clark
Thursday 18 October ‘Behind the Scenes of High Wycombe Museum’
Thursday 8 November ‘Buckinghamshire's Saxon Prince: the burial at Taplow’ - a
talk by Leslie Webster – former Keeper Dept. of Prehistory & Europe, British Museum.
This is a joint talk with AiM organised by MAS

IMPORTANT NOTICE - PARKING AT RISC
There are important changes to parking at the rear of the RISC building.
For many years RISC has been allowed by the land owners to use the car park on
evenings after 6 p.m. and on weekends for free. These are the white marked spaces
on the same level as but not directly behind the building. Unfortunately it has now
been decided to make this a paid parking area 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and a
parking management company has been contracted to control it. As of now the new
rules will apply; they are not entirely straightforward.

Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA
The Society was founded in 1871
and for over 100 years has
encouraged
and
supported
archaeological
activities
in
Berkshire.
Everybody with an interest in
archaeology is welcome to attend
our meetings and join the Society. It
does not matter whether your
interest in archaeology is new found
or long standing, the Society offers
activities from regular lectures and
outings to post-excavation research.
All members receive a regular
newsletter, full of news about events
in
Berkshire.
The
Berkshire
Archaeological Journal is also free
to members.
Officers of the Society:
Chairman: vacant
Secretary: Anne Harrison
secretary@berksarch.co.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Hutt
treasurer@berksarch.co.uk
Membership Secretary: Anne
Harrison
membership@berksarch.co.uk

Pay-by-phone charges apply for the bays numbered 3 to 16 only, marked in WHITE.
There are no cash machines. Charges apply 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Programme Organiser:
Trevor Coombs
programme@berksarch.co.uk

Do not park in bays 1, 2, 17 to 22 marked in RED at any time - these spaces are
rented by individuals and parking in them at any time will incur a parking charge of
£100.

Day School Organiser:
Trevor Coombs
dayschool@berksarch.co.uk

Input to the newsletter
If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, please send it to
Gail Eaton by November 2018 at: newsletter@berksarch.co.uk

Tour Organiser: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk
Website: Tim Lloyd
website@berksarch.co.uk
Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt
librarian@berksarch.co.uk
For more information about the
Society and membership details
contact the Membership Secretary.
www.berksarch.co.uk
email: info@berksarch.co.uk
twitter: Berks Arch Soc
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