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Day School  
 
The Society’s annual Day School returns to Newbury with another exciting programme of recent 
archaeological work in Berkshire. It will be held on Saturday 14 April 2018 at St Nicolas Church Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 5HG, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. The cost is £10, payable at the door (please note that lunch 
is not provided). See details on page 8 of this Newsletter. 
 

  

Membership subscriptions 2018–19 
 
Subscriptions to the Society are due in April 2018 for the year to April 2019, except for those who joined 
after 1 January 2018. Please see page 8. 
 

 
Dates for your diary 

 
Wednesday 7 March 2018 Study Group, Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, RG30 1HL, 12.30 to 
14.30 p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt. 
 
Saturday 17 March 2017 Lecture Travel and Communications in Anglo Saxon Britain, by Stuart 
Brookes, Main Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 11 April 2018 Study Group, Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, RG30 1HL, 12.30 to 
14.30 p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt.  
 
Saturday 14 April 2018 BAS Day School, at St Nicolas Church Hall, Newbury, RG14 5HG, 10.00 a.m. to 
4.00 p.m.  
 
Saturday 21st April 2017 Lecture Roman Military Activity in the Middle East, by David Kennedy, Main 
Hall, RISC, 14.00 to 16.00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 2 May 2018 Study Group, Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, Reading, RG30 1HL12.30 to 14.30 
p.m., organised by Andrew Hutt.  
 

 

From the Secretary 
Dear Members 
 
In the Chairman’s absence in Morocco, first of all many congratulations to Hella Eckhardt, who spoke to us in 
January on ‘Roman Literacy’, for her award of Current Archaeology Archaeologist of the Year 2018 which 
was announced at the recent Current Archaeology conference in London. BAS will be presenting its own 
conference in April at the Day School (see page 8) and also in April will be excavating at Knowl Hill. All 
members are welcome to take part. Our lecture programme continues until April with more excellent 
speakers; Trevor Coombs is to be congratulated on having arranged such an interesting programme for the 
Society this year. Look out for the monthly news sheet to keep you up-to-date with forthcoming events and 
opportunities to excavate, and keep checking the website for details. 
 
Anne Harrison 
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Archaeology on Saturdays 
 

Lectures by BAS Members  
Saturday 9 December 2017 

Love, sex, fertility, and protection: Venus 
figurines in Roman Britain, a talk by Matthew 

Fittock 

Representations of the goddess Venus are rare in 
Roman Britain – except for pipeclay figurines, of which 
401 are currently known. These small mould-made 
statuettes were probably manufactured in central Gaul 
and by the 3rd century they were widely distributed in 
north-western Europe. They present a Classical pose of 
Venus, albeit rendered in Gaulish style. 

 
Pipeclay statuette of the Roman goddess Venus found at the 
London General Post Office excavation in 1975 (Copyright 
Museum of London) 
 

Their purpose is unknown; suggestions have ranged 
from love and sex to fertility and protection. Nine 
different types with slightly different poses have been 
described. They are distributed mostly in the south-east, 
especially in London, where 107 have been recorded, 
but there is also a notable assemblage from Hadrian’s 
Wall. The concentration in London suggests this was the 
port of entry for redistribution; they occur mostly in urban 
settlements and less frequently in rural sites and villas. 
Timewise, they are concentrated in London and the 
south-east during the 1st and 2nd centuries, but show a 
wider distribution in urban and military sites during the 
3rd and 4th centuries. 
 

They are found mostly in domestic and rubbish deposits. 
Only 21 have been found in temple contexts, but none 
inside temple buildings. Instead, they occur in nearby 
pits and ditches, often near streams. Eleven others 
come from funerary deposits and one had been burnt in 
a cremation. In this context they are often associated 
with high status child burials where they may have had a 
protective function. A child’s grave at Colchester 
included no fewer than 13 figurines. A child buried in 
London with three figurines had suffered from severe 
malnutrition and rickets, suggesting a link with sick 
children.  
 

 
 

A pipeclay figurine of Venus. Recovered from a Roman child’s 
burial in London. Early 3rd c. (Copyright Museum of London) 
 

Pipeclay figurines might be supposed to have been 
more readily available than metal figurines, but both 
forms are rare in Roman Britain. Their rarity, distribution, 
and occurrence in well-furnished graves has suggested 
a possible link with high status immigrants. 
 

A Roman factory in Provence, by Andrew Hutt 

At Barbegal, 12 km north-east of Arles, there is an 
impressive series of Roman watermills that could have 
processed sufficient flour to feed 12,000 people – the 
entire population of the Roman town of Arles. Watermills 
are rare in Roman Britain; two examples with horizontal 
wheels were discovered in the Danebury area in 
Hampshire, but at Barbegal the mills had vertical wheels 
and were powered by water from an aqueduct.  
 

 
 

The remains of one of the mills at Barbegal (Wikipedia 
Creative Commons) 
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Reconstruction of the complete run of waterwheels and 
associated workshops (Copyright Scientific American) 
 

Sixteen overshot wheels and associated wheelhouses 
and workshops were arranged in two parallel rows of 
eight down a steep hillside on either side of the mill leat 
which was fed by the aqueduct. These watermills were 
constructed in the 1st century AD and continued in use 
until the 4th century. In addition to grinding flour, the 
power from the mills could have been utilised for other 
purposes, such as turning wood and working stone. 
These overshot watermills form one of just three known 
sites; the others are in Syria and North Africa. The 
Barbegal site was only recognised in the 1970s and it is 
possible that other similar sites could exist in places 
where a steep bank is associated with an aqueduct. 
 

European cave art – non-destructive visiting, by 

Tim Lloyd 

 
 

The famous lion panel from the Chauvet cave. (Copyright 
Patrick-Aventurier) 

The purpose and function of Palaeolithic cave art remain 
a mystery. The beautiful paintings of the Ardèche in 
south-eastern France and the French Pyrenees attract 
vast numbers of visitors every year – but how can these 
paintings be observed without inviting their destruction? 
 

Chauvet cave in the Ardèche was discovered in 1994. 
The original entrance had become sealed and so the 
paintings were very well preserved. They portray rhinos, 
bears, horses, lions – masses of them - and a herd of 
horses – and have been radiocarbon dated to c.30,000 
years ago, although they are stylistically later 
(Magdalenian). It was decided not to open the cave to 
the public in order to preserve the paintings and the 
cave is now sealed except for limited access by 
professional archaeologists. 
 

 

General view of the reconstructed gallery. (Copyright Caverne 
du Pont d’Arc) 
 

At the Caverne du Pont-d’Arc centre, a replica of the 
cave has been created out of fibreglass in which the 
paintings have been expertly reproduced. This is 
associated with a vast exhibition area which includes 
life-sized models of mammoths, and the inevitable gift 
shop – Tim has the T-shirt! 
 

The comparatively little-known Niaux cave in the French 
Pyrenees is a vast complex of caverns and very difficult 
and dangerous to access. It contains large paintings of 
bison, horses, antelopes, and deer, among others, and 
has been dated to the Magdalenian period, about 
13,000 years ago. A reconstruction of the Niaux cave 
forms part of the Parc de la Préhistoire, a nearby activity 
centre for young and old. 
 

Here the paintings have been reproduced as if they were 
new; ultraviolet light has revealed hidden features and 
the reproductions are considered to be very accurate. 
Reproductions of paintings from Marsoulas cave, which 
is not open to the public, are also presented. 

http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/a-miscellany-of-talks-by-bas-members/roman-factory/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/2017/11/saturday-9th-december-2017-lectures-by-bas-members/les-lionspatrick-aventurier/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/a-miscellany-of-talks-by-bas-members/ylngjms7czh6bezrwmi252kiiq/
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/index.php/a-miscellany-of-talks-by-bas-members/ylngjms7czh6bezrwmi252kiiq/
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Reproduction of a panel from Marsoulas (Copyright Parc de la 
Préhistoire) 
 

Tim has cleverly reproduced some of these cave 
paintings on the wall of his wife’s study to inspire her 
reading on palaeopsychology. 
 

Janet Sharpe 
 

The archaeology of Roman literature 
A talk by Hella Eckardt, University of Reading, 20 
January 2018 
 

In her talk Hella explored the material culture associated 
with Roman literacy and assessed the strengths and 
weaknesses of the archaeological evidence. Literacy is 
related to power and identity; it enabled an individual to 
rise through the ranks of the Roman Empire. The level of 
literacy within the empire has been estimated at 15 per 
cent, but this would have varied enormously according 
to time and place and individual ability. 
 

 
 

Papyrus scroll from Herculaneum 
 

The most important material associated with literacy is 
the durable papyrus scroll. Those found preserved at 
Herculaneum were already over 100 years old at the 
time of the eruption of Vesuvius. Roman sculptures 
show that scrolls were written on the knees, not on a 
table, with one knee held higher than the other to create 
tension. Scrolls were stored in cupboards or in purpose-
made lockable wooden storage boxes.  
 

Wax tablets were another important medium, consisting 
of flat rectangular wooden tablets with a shallow recess 

covering most of one side to accommodate a layer of 
black wax. This was inscribed with a metal stylus that 
cut through the wax to reveal white lettering on the 
surface of the wood beneath. Where these wooden 
tablets have been preserved by waterlogging, the 
messages on them can be read from the impressed 
letters. But tablets could be reused and the interpretation 
of superimposed writing is difficult. Wax tablets were 
used for important documents, such as wills, which were 
meant to last; bundles of tablets were tied together with 
string and sealed with wax. A third, more ephemeral 
medium, was the wooden leaf tablet which was inscribed 
in ink. The distribution of wooden tablets in the 
archaeological record reflects the distribution of 
waterlogged conditions and not the distribution of 
literacy itself. 
 

 

Wax tablet with writing scratched through onto the board 
 

Some of the more attractive objects associated with 
literacy were metal seal boxes, which were small, often 
decorative, and hinged in two parts. They were used in 
association with tied bundles of wax tablets and often 
had holes for the passage of string. The seal box was 
filled with wax which was impressed with the signet ring 
of the owner and then closed to protect the seal. 
Although this device could not protect the written 
contents, a broken seal would show if the tablets had 
been tampered with. Some seal boxes preserve their 
wax contents and fragments of the string used for 
binding the tablets together. In some cases the ‘string’ 
appears to have been leather, suggesting these little 
boxes were also used to seal leather bags containing 
coins or other valuables.  
 

 
 

Examples of seal boxes found in the Rhine delta 
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Spatula for spreading wax 

 

Metal spatulas were used to spread wax on the tablets. 
These had an iron blade which could be heated (and is 
usually missing) and a bronze handle which often 
depicts the head of Minerva, the goddess of literacy and 
learning. Since these objects are not dependent on 
waterlogging for their preservation, they have a wider 
distribution than wooden tablets. However, the bronze 
handles may have been curated as votive objects and in 
themselves they are not indicative of literacy. 
 

Scrolls and wooden leaf tablets were written in ink using 
a pen made of reed or bronze. Reed pens needed to be 
constantly re-sharpened, and associated objects include 
penknives for this purpose along with ink pots and 
bronze ink stirrers, and sometimes dividers. Roman ink 
came in two colours; black ink made from soot or pitch 
pine in a solution of gum, and red ink (used exclusively 
for headings) made from various red materials such as 
cinnabar. Wall paintings from Pompeii depict a whole 
range of objects associated with writing, including 
money bags which demonstrate the connection between 
literacy and numeracy. Not all the objects depicted on a 
monument to a Roman manufacturer of writing 
implements have yet been identified.  
 

Inkwells came in a range of different shapes and sizes 
but were usually cylindrical and free-standing and often 
had intricate double lids. Most held less than 50 ml of ink 
but some were much larger, up to 300 ml capacity. Metal 
inkwells were introduced in the late 1st century and were 
most popular in urban sites although some have been 
found at villas and other, especially high status, rural 
sites. Samian inkwells were largely restricted to large 
towns and military sites. Inkwells are also known from 
burials, hoards, and ritual deposits, where they may 
have been placed to denote the fulfilment of a vow. 
Double inkwells were not used after the 1st century, 
suggesting that two ink colours were not used after that 
date. 

 
 

Writing equipment shown in a wall painting (Pompeii) 
 

The Romans liked to boast that they were literate, and 
men, including soldiers, are often depicted with writing 
equipment. Roman children from wealthy families 
learned to read and write at school. Although female 
literacy appears to be shown in some of the images from 
Pompeii, their poses depict them as muses rather than 
as women writers. But some women did write; a Roman 
relief shows a female bookkeeper working in a butcher’s 
shop, and writing materials are found in women’s graves 
almost as frequently as in men’s. The presence of 
writing material in children’s graves, however, probably 
indicates aspiration rather than achievement. 
 

Janet Sharpe 
 

An update on Kingsmead Quarry, Horton, 
Berkshire 

A talk by Alistair Barclay, Wessex Archaeology, 17 
February 2018 
 

Alistair presented a round-up of the prehistoric findings 
from this quarry, where gravel extraction is now 
complete and the site destined for landfill. The earliest 
trace of human activity was a Lower Palaeolithic 
handaxe dated to c.200,000 years. A late Upper 
Palaeolithic hunting site on a gravel island between two 
former river channels yielded butchered horse bones. 
Apart from a partial aurochs skeleton dated c.10,000 
years ago, there was very little evidence for the 
Mesolithic and the next sign of human activity appeared 
in the Early Neolithic after a gap of about 5,000 years. 
 

 
 

Horton: Early Bronze Age penannular ring ditch (Copyright 
Wessex Archaeology 2013) 
 

Archaeological work is now starting at another gravel-
extraction site at Riding Court Farm, where there is a 
known Neolithic causewayed enclosure. The Kingsmead 
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Quarry site lies midway between this enclosure and 
another at Staines, so it was probably not surprising to 
find evidence of Neolithic occupation. Four rectangular 
Early Neolithic houses were excavated, dating from 
c.3,800 BC, representing two types; a six-post structure 
with presumably a wattle infill, and another marked by 
bedding slots that formerly held vertical timber planks 
(preserved as darker soil within the slots). Both types 
consisted of two rooms and had slightly incurving end 
walls, similar to contemporary long barrows. Careful 
sieving revealed a Langdale axe flake, arrowhead 
fragments, a bone pin, cereal grains, and small 
potsherd. The houses varied in size but were typically 
about 8 m long by 6 m wide. A reconstruction drawing of 
a plank-built house suggested an upper floor at the rear 
accessed by ladder, and an identical house plan from a 
site in Derbyshire shows this building tradition extended 
over a wide area.  
 

Several human and animal burials may be contemporary 
with the houses but it was impossible to date them. An 
Early Neolithic U-shaped ditch, which later became part 
of the ditch surrounding a Middle Neolithic oval barrow, 
contained a feasting deposit of cattle bones and broken 
pot. At the edge of the quarry, part of a water-logged 
circular ditch was excavated that had contained birch-
bark bowls and a Late Neolithic Peterborough Ware pot. 
Late Neolithic Grooved Ware pottery of the ‘Durrington 
Walls’ type was found elsewhere on site, dated 
c.2,900‒2,400 BC contemporary with Stonehenge. A rare 
Late Neolithic inhumation burial was also found, dated to 
c.2,600 BC. 
 

Beaker burials are rare in the Middle Thames region but 
one was found at Horton containing beaker fragments, 
five small beads of rolled sheet gold (possibly recycled 
from hair ornaments), five amber beads and an amber 
button, and 50‒60 tiny lignite beads that were retrieved 
by sieving. The burial is believed to be that of a high 
status woman. 
 

There was very little evidence for the Early Bronze Age 
apart from a ritual deposit of flints (one of which was 
Palaeolithic).  

In the Middle Bronze Age extensive field systems with 
farmsteads were laid out and the landscape was 
enclosed for the first time. An associated cremation 
cemetery was excavated. The farmsteads consisted of 
clusters of small round houses surrounded by rectilinear 
paddocks, some of which contained waterholes. A 
possible ‘sheep race’ to control the entry of livestock 
was identified in some fields. Animal burials were found 
in the enclosure ditches, including a complete cow and 
calf that may have succumbed to disease. The 
farmsteads were founded c.1,500 BC and persisted for 
about 100 years. Finds included an elaborately 
decorated bronze cloak pin that had been imported from 
northern France. One of the round houses was 
particularly large and unusually had a north-east 
entrance aligned with the earlier Neolithic oval barrow; it 
may have served a ritual function. Part of a female skull 
associated with a cattle jaw from the bottom of a ditch 
had pitting around the nasal opening suggesting the 
possibility of leprosy; this could not be confirmed, neither 
could the skull be securely dated. Previously the earliest 
evidence for leprosy in Britain dates to the Iron Age. 
There was a lot of pottery, including bucket urns from 
the cemetery which probably originally served as 
domestic cooking pots. Residue analysis showed that at 
least one bucket urn had been used to boil milk, and 
many vessels had been used to make stews. Excess fat 
at the bottom was interpreted as meat being ‘browned’ 
first before the rest of the ingredients were added. One 
such pot could have held three gallons of stew.  
 

There was little evidence of Late Bronze Age activity 
when the field systems went out of use. In the Iron Age a 
series of long boundary ditches was constructed, similar 
to the well-known Wessex linear ditches, and part of an 
Iron Age settlement was found at the quarry edge. A 
Roman farmstead yielded a splendid Samian bowl which 
is now in the Windsor museum. Rather surprisingly, 
there was no evidence for the Saxons and very little later 
archaeology. It remains to be seen if the Riding Court 
Farm excavation will add to this story. 
 

Janet Sharpe 

 

The Study Group (previously the Anglo-Saxon study Group) 
 

The December 2017 meeting was devoted to a 
discussion on fieldwork documentation. This started with 
writing proposals, known in the professional world as 
WSIs. It then moved on to field work reports and reports 
presented in journals such as the Berkshire 
Archaeological Journal. Two major points were 
discussed. Firstly, that the early parts of a report, for 
example the site location, the geology and topology, and 
the historic background are normally copies or updated 
versions of the material presented in the proposal. 
Secondly, a report has a series of appendices, which 
record details of how the work was done. In the case of 
the geophysics survey this includes the order in which 
the grid squares were surveyed, while in the case of an 
excavation, context and find summaries. 

The January meeting focused on how to use the 
applications outlined in the application portfolio 
published in the Winter 2017 Newsletter. Tim Lloyd 
demonstrated the capabilities of Draft Sight and Affinity 
Designer with particular emphasis on the way in which 
layers of imagery could be used to record different 
aspects of a site. This was followed by a review of the 
report on the work as Aberleigh, Arborfield. One of the 
objectives of this work was to locate the position and 
size of the Victorian house. We had a plan of the house 
but had difficulty establishing its exact size. One of the 
highlights of the meeting was to identify a scale hidden 
in the plan details. 
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The February meeting was devoted to Anglo-Saxon 
Berkshire and in particular to assessing the credibility of 
Jim Storr’s King Arthur’s Wars published in 2016. 
Andrew Hutt summarised Storr’s research strategy and 
his interpretation of the fighting round Chichester and in 

the Thames Valley. I think the overall reaction of the 
meeting was one of scepticism. 
 

Andrew Hutt 

 

Fieldwork 
An excavation in Knowl Hill 

Thanks to Ann Griffin, we have permission to excavate 
a site in Knowl Hill. We carried out a geophysics survey 
of this site in 2014 and found an ‘S’ shaped anomaly 
which may have been a dump of modern material or the 
remains of older activity. We also found the remains of a 
field system with a drove road and adjacent rectangular 
paddocks. The plan is to repeat some of the geophysics 
and then excavate two trenches, one across each 
anomaly. The trench leaders will be Alison McQuitty and 
Ann Griffin, supported by Tim Lloyd and Andrew Hutt. 
Unlike last year’s two excavations we will be doing a lot  

of the post excavation work on site so even if you are 
not interested in working in a trench there will be things 
to do. This work will be led by Anne Harrison. 
 

We will be on site for a three-week period starting 9 
April 2018. Last year, lots of people wanted to work on 
Blounts Court so this year, if you want to work in a 
trench, we are asking you to book a half day at a time. If 
you are interested in coming along please email or 
contact me with details of what you would like to do and 
the times you would like to be on site. 
 

Andrew Hutt 
 

Help wanted 
There are three projects where Andrew Hutt would 
welcome some help. 

A book sale: Last year, a group of us did some work 
on the library and identified some books which do not fit 
with the current library contents policy. It has been 
agreed that these books should be sold. I would 
welcome some help with this sale. The work involves 
pricing books and then being at a book stall and selling 
them off to members at Saturday meetings and to 
attendees at the forthcoming Day School.   

Archiving documents: Over the last 100 years, the 
Society has archived documents at the Berkshire 
Record Office and its predecessor organisations. It is 
now more than 10 years since the Society archived 
anything, so it probably time for a new initiative. This 

work involves meetings with the archivists at the 
Berkshire Record Office to agree what we should 
archive and then collecting together the relevant papers 
and depositing them. 

Berkshire Archaeological Journal: copyediting: 
Copyediting is the task of using Microsoft Word to turn 
the archaeological papers received from authors into the 
familiar two columns of text plus pictures which are 
hallmark of our journal. This is not a simple task so 
anybody wanting to help with it will be given training in 
those features of Word which are vital to this task. 
 

If you would like to help with any of these tasks please 
contact: andrew_hutt@talktalk.net or 0118 973 2882. 

 

Spring Tour  
As you know, it has not been possible to arrange a tour 
for Spring 2018, however that is not necessarily a 
reason to miss out on the suggested trip to South Wales. 
Our wonderful Ron Knowles had prepared a sheet of 
provisional details for the trip before he decided to resign 
as Tour Manager, and this is to be added to the website. 
The sheet includes short details of the visits suggested 
for each of four days, but does not include details of 

distances and timings. It may be used as a basis for an 
independent visit to South Wales covering sites from 
many periods. Anyone wishing to take advantage of this 
will need to undertake a certain amount of preparation 
beforehand and be prepared to drive some distance 
between the sites, and also to make their own 
arrangements for accommodation, travelling, meals and 
insurance etc.  

 

Archaeology in and around Berkshire 

Archaeology in Marlow (AIM), Garden Room, Liston 
Hall, Chapel Street, Marlow SL7 1DD. 8 p.m. 
Thursday 22 March Lecture ‘Adventures in 
Experimental Archaeology’, by Dr Jennifer Foster (UoR). 
 
Berkshire Archaeology Research Group, De Vitre 
Room, The Cornerstone, Norreys Ave, Wokingham, 7.30 
p.m. 
Thursday 15 March Lectures: ‘Old Berkshire’s 
Watermills and their Industries’, by Sheila Miles Viner; 
‘BARG on the Berkshire Downs in the 1960s and 1980s’, 
by Janet Firth. 

South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group (SOAG), 
Goring Heath Parish Hall, Whitchurch Hill, 7.30 for 7.45 
p.m. 
Thursday 22 March2018 Lecture ‘Route of the Roman 
Invasion', by Dr David Bird, retired County 
Archaeologist, Surrey. 
 
The SOAG dig at Highwood starts on Friday 16 March 
until the end of June, for 8 5-day long weekends (Fri-
Tue), every other weekend. For more information 
contact Mike Vincent: 07974 445142 or Alan Hall: 07807 
534701, or email: secretary@soagarch.org.uk 

mailto:andrew_hutt@talktalk.net
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BERKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

 
Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN 

President: Professor 
Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA 

The Society was founded in 1871 

and for over 100 years has 

encouraged and supported 

archaeological activities in 

Berkshire. 

Everybody with an interest in 

archaeology is welcome to attend 

our meetings and join the Society. It 

does not matter whether your 

interest in archaeology is new found 

or long standing, the Society offers 

activities from regular lectures and 

outings to post-excavation research. 

All members receive a regular 

newsletter, full of news about events 

in Berkshire. The Berkshire 

Archaeological Journal is also free 

to members. 
Officers of the Society: 

Chairman: Ann Griffin  
01628 825 288 
griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary: Anne Harrison 
0118 978 5520 
anne@jaharrison.me.uk 
 
Treasurer: Andrew Hutt 
0118 973 2882 
andrew_hutt@talktalk.net 
 
Membership secretary: Anne 
Harrison  
 
Programme Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 
 
Day School Organiser: 
Trevor Coombs 
 
Tour Organiser: Vacant 
 
Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton  
0118 939 1056 
georginagaileaton@gmail.com 
 
Website: Tim Lloyd 07801473323 
tim.lloyd@gmail.com 
 
Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt  
 
For more information about the 
Society and membership details 
contact the Chairman: Ann Griffin. 

 
www.berksarch.co.uk 

email: info@berksarch.co.uk 
twitter: Berks Arch Soc 

BAS Day School: Archaeology in Berkshire 2017 
Saturday 14th April 2018 – 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m., St Nicolas Hall, Newbury RG14 
5HG 

PROGRAMME 

10.00‒10.05 Welcome, Ann Griffin, Chairman, Berkshire Archaeological Society 
 
10.05‒10.20 Recent work in West Berkshire, Sarah Orr, West Berkshire Historic 
Environment Officer 
 
10.20‒10.40 Recent discoveries in East Berkshire, Kathelen Leary, East Berkshire 
Archaeological Officer 
 
10.40‒11.0 COFFEE 
 
11.00‒11.20 Recent discoveries at Riding Court Farm, Datchet, John Powell, 
Wessex Archaeology 
 
11.20‒11.40 Roman Boxford: a farm, a villa, and a mosaic, Steve Clark, BARG 
 
11.40‒12.00 Silchester: The new temple and Nero’s brickworks, Professor M. 
Fulford, University of Reading 
  
12.00‒13.15 LUNCH 
 
13.15‒13.45 Recent geological research on the Mesolithic in the Kennet Valley, 
Professor Martin Bell, University of Reading 
  
13.45‒14.15 The River Thames scheme at Southlea Farm, Datchet: non-intrusive 
evaluation of a multi period prehistoric site, Gareth Davies and Philippa Puzey-
Broomhead, York Archaeological Trust 
 
14.15‒14.45 TEA 
 
14.45‒15.15 Later Prehistoric and Roman settlement at Gt. Western Park, Didcot, 
a Multi-period site revealed, Alex Davies, Oxford Archaeology 
 
15.15‒‒15.45 Wallingford Winterbrook: Excavations of a multi-period site with 
Prehistoric and Early Saxon settlement, Carl Chapness, Oxford Archaeology 
 
15.45‒‒16.00 Questions and Conclusions, Ann Griffin, Chairman, Berkshire 
Archaeological Society 
 

Subscriptions to the Society  

Subscriptions to the Society are due in on 5 April 2018 for the year to April 2019, except 

for those who joined after 1 January 2018. Subscription rates are £15 for an individual and 
£20 for a couple at the same address. Please note that your membership will lapse if the 
subscription is not paid by July 31st 2018. 
 

A number of members already pay by Standing Order or the equivalent, and we are most 
grateful to them for this. If you would like to pay electronically direct to the Society’s account 
in future, please contact me. A renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter for use by those 
who prefer to pay by cheque, and also to record changes in a member's name, address, 
telephone number or email. The latter is particularly important as the bulk of communication 
with you now is carried out electronically. Thank you. Anne Harrison - Membership Secretary 

- anne@jaharrison.me.uk 

 

Input to the newsletter 

If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, please send it to                        
Gail Eaton by 1 May 2018 at: georginagaileaton@gmail.com 

mailto:griffinshiresteps@hotmail.com
http://www.berksarch.co.uk/
mailto:info@berksarch.co.uk
mailto:anne@jaharrison.me.uk
mailto:georginagaileaton@gmail.com

