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Day School  

 
The Society’s annual Day School returns to Wokingham with another exciting programme of recent 

archaeological work in Berkshire. It will be held on Saturday 6 April 2019 at The Cornerstone, Norreys 
Avenue, Wokingham, RG40 1UE, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. The cost is £10, payable at the door (please note 
that lunch is not provided). See details on page 8 of this Newsletter. 
 

 

Membership subscriptions 2019–20 

 
Membership subscriptions to the Society are due in April 2019 for the year to April 2020, except for those 
who joined after 1 January 2019. Subscription rates are £15 for an individual and £20 for a couple at the 
same address and are due on 5 April. Please note that your membership will lapse if the subscription is not 
paid by 31 July 2019. 
 
A number of members already pay by Standing Order or the equivalent, and we are most grateful to them for 
this. If you would like to pay electronically direct to the Society’s account in future please ask me for the 
details. A renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter for use by those who prefer to pay by cheque, and 
also to record any changes in a member's name, address, telephone number or email. The latter is 
particularly important as the bulk of communication with you now is carried out electronically. Thank you.  

Anne Harrison, Membership Secretary - membership@berksarch.co.uk 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

 
Saturday 6 April 2019 Day School at The Cornerstone, Wokingham.  

Wednesday 10 April 2019 The Study Group, Brock Keep, 571 Oxford Road, 12.a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Tuesday 23 April to 3 May 2019 Fieldwork at Blounts Court. 

Wednesday 8 May 2019 Study Group meeting, Brock Keep. 

Wednesday 5 June 2019 Study Group meeting, Brock Keep. 

Saturday 29 June 2019 Visit to Excavations at Silchester, 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

From the Chair 

These first few months of 2019 have seen a rich and consistently thought-provoking programme of learning 
opportunities given by the Saturday lecture series and regular study group. We can look forward to learning 
about the most recent discoveries in Berkshire itself at the Day School next month: this is the last Day 
School organised by Trevor Coombs and on behalf of us all at BAS I would like to take this opportunity to 
pay tribute to his tireless work for the Society over the years…..in many guises! Julie Worsfeld now takes up 
the baton. During these months we have also held meetings focused on identifying ‘The Way Forward’ based 
on the discussions and feedback you have provided – a fuller report will appear in the Summer Newsletter. 

Alison Mcquitty  

mailto:anne@jaharrison.me.uk


 

 

Page: 2  

Archaeology on Saturdays 

Christmas talks by BAS members 
15 December 2018 

High Wood: a Romano-British site, by Alan Hall, 
project director 

Alan briefly explained the background to the excavations 
being carried out at High Wood near Harpsden, Henley, 
which is being run as a SOAG-backed project with help 
of volunteers from all over, including BAS. The site is 
currently in woodland and has suffered severe damage 
from looters in the past. Interest in the site began some 
40 years ago when the Henley Archaeological and 
Historical Group decided to excavate a mysterious 
mound in the wood, thought at the time to be a windmill 
mound since it was once adjacent to ‘Windmill Field’ as 
shown on old maps. Instead they found, in Alan’s words, 
‘a do-it-yourself Roman villa kit’ containing one metric 
tonne of CBM, 2,237 pottery fragments, 1,016 pieces of 
wall plaster, seven worn coins, and much else besides. 
The mature beech crowning the mound is at least 180 
years old, suggesting that the mound may possibly 
represent the spoil heap of an antiquarian dig carried out 
in the early 19th century. 

 

Excavations at High Wood 

The current excavation programme began in 2015 with 
an exploratory trench that produced a ‘cache’ of late 
20th century plastic carrier bags, presumably left by 
looters, containing mostly potsherds but also some 
ferrous lumps that proved to be Roman chain mail. A 
series of test pits produced a corner of a heavily-
mortared wall. Subsequent dig seasons in 2016, 2017, 
and 2018 have revealed an extensive site with two well-
built parallel walls running east to west just north of and 
at right angles to the other (cross) wall and enclosing at 
least two rooms, one with a cobbled surface and the 
other with a mortar floor. This building has been dated to 
the 4th century on CBM evidence and it overlies a late 
Iron Age/early Roman pit. The cross wall appears to be 
on a higher level and thus later than the 4th century 
walls, but this remains to be confirmed. This year a 
furnace was excavated, with great difficulty since a tree 

had pushed its roots through the softer infill, beneath the 
mortar floor of the north-east room; analysis suggests 
that this was a roasting pit for iron ore. At this point the 
south wall was relatively flimsy compared to the north 
wall, and it is considered possible that this part of the 
building was a lean-to construction against the well-built 
enclosure wall. The walls were followed by test pitting 
and another, unfloored, room containing a lump of slag 
and two iron billets but no furnace, was found at the 
north-west corner of the complex. 

 

The north-west corner (foreground) of the High Wood complex 
(photo: Janet Sharpe) 

The north-east corner appears to be underneath the 
public footpath that runs along the east side of the site 
(and which has provided SOAG with 19 new members to 
date!), making the north enclosure wall some 50m long. 
Further test pitting has revealed a possible south-west 
corner, suggesting a rectilinear enclosure approximately 
50 x 40m in extent surrounding a complex of buildings. 
The nature of these buildings has not yet been 
determined and so far no villa or farmhouse has been 
identified. Work at this enigmatic site is scheduled to 
continue. 

A Napoleonic ordnance depot at Weedon Bec, 
by Catherine Petts 

Catherine described a surprising survival from the 
Napoleonic era in the heart of Northamptonshire: a 
military ordnance depot close to the A5 (Watling Street) 
and the Grand Union Canal. The depot was established 
as part of the British anti-invasion preparations and the 
buildings were erected between 1805 and 1806. Eight 
identical large (160 x 30ft) storehouses were built on 
either side of a branch of the canal and were accessed 
by a gatehouse across the canal with a portcullis, which 
still survives along with part of its raising mechanism. 
The upper floors were used for storing small arms and 
the ground floors for field artillery, manufactured in 
Birmingham.  

In a separate precinct at the end of the canal branch four 
gunpowder magazines were separated by narrow ‘blast 
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houses’ containing earth to act as barriers in the event of 
an accidental explosion. The canal has now been 
partially filled in. Amazingly, all the buildings are still 
standing and are listed Grade II. The depot became 
redundant in 1965 and was sold by the Ministry of 
Defence in 1984. The buildings are now used as light 
industrial units. The site is subject to fly-tipping, and the 
buildings are sadly in need of restoration. Recently 
volunteers have established a small visitors centre 
(currently open Wednesday to Saturday from 10 to 4) 
and a museum which explains the history of the site. 

Elsewhere in Weedon Bec there was a barracks 
(demolished in the 1950s) holding a standing battalion 
plus a troop of cavalry and horse artillery, three large 
‘pavilions’ (demolished in the 1960s), which provided 
accommodation for the senior officers of the depot, and 
the army School of Equitation (also swept away in the 
1960s). All in all, a rather ignoble end for what was once 
the central arms depot for the British Army. 

 

The canal and buildings at Weedon Beck 

The elite buildings of Silchester, by Andrew 
Hutt 

Andrew is particularly interested in the politics and 
economics of Roman Berkshire, and how changes in the 
government changed people’s lives. Government was 
imposed by the Roman authorities and the local 
Romano-British elite, and there seems to have been a 
marked change between the early (AD 75‒250) and late 
(AD 250‒400) Roman periods. The challenge is to 
discover how this change is reflected in the archaeology, 
and this challenge was taken up by the BAS Study 
Group, led by Andrew. 

One approach has been to investigate the town plan and 
buildings of Silchester. The first major excavations at 
Silchester were carried out by the Society of Antiquaries 
between 1890 and 1909 and resulted in the well-known 
town plan drawn by Henry Hodges in 1909, which 
essentially represented later Roman Silchester during 
the 3rd and 4th centuries. Using the reports of the 

Society of Antiquaries, George Boon’s seminal book 
(Silchester: the Roman town of Calleva, published in 
1974), Mike Fulford’s many reports on his work at 
Silchester, and a recent survey by John Creighton and 
Robert Fry (Silchester: changing visions of a Roman 
town. Integrating geophysics and archaeology – the 
results of the Silchester Mapping Project 2005-2010, 
published in 2016 with the data archive available online 
via ADS), it has been possible to explore changes from 
early to late Roman Silchester in relation to changes in 
governance.  

 

Silchester 

After the Roman invasion the leader of the Atrebates, 
Cogidubnus, began to construct a Roman Silchester 
along the original Iron Age street grid: this is shown by 
the position of the first wooden forum basilica and that of 
the baths, which were built at the same time during the 
time of Cogidubnus and where recent excavations 
yielded a Nero stamped tile dated to c. AD 60 (see the 
report on the BAS visit to the Silchester bath 
excavations in the Autumn 2018 newsletter). The town 
did not then extend beyond the inner Iron Age earthwork 
bank, which had not been recognised before it was 
mapped by Creighton and Fry. The temples were 
established at this time and some shops were built on 
the baths alignment, while agricultural barns and 
granaries existed in the south-west quarter of the town. 
After the death of Cogidubnus, the Roman street grid 
was superimposed on the earlier one. The forum basilica 
was first replaced by a Flavian timber version and then 
by a Hadrianic stone-built one. A mansio was built. The 
extensive street grid was then truncated by the town 
walls, constructed inside the outer earthwork. Elite 
houses were built towards the north-west sector and the 
wall was extended around these. In the later Roman 
period there is evidence to show that the elite were 



 

 

Page: 4  

 

 

 

running businesses, the forum basilica was rebuilt and 
redeployed, and the mansio went out of use. These 
changes are the result of the changing interactions 
between the Roman authorities and the Romano-British 
elite. 

Janet Sharpe 

Adventures in experimental archaeology 

A talk by Jennifer Foster, University of Reading, 19 
January 2019 

Jennifer opened her talk by posing the question: what is 
experimental archaeology? It is a way of answering 
research questions and testing hypotheses by 
experiment. She described several such experiments, 
some of which were carried out by undergraduates in 
the Harris Gardens at the University of Reading. 

Can we chop down a tree with a stone axe? It has been 
shown that a small tree can be felled in 15 minutes and 
that three men can clear 500m in four hours, giving a 
clearance rate of 0.2ha/man/week. This is the sort of 
information that cannot be obtained from a study of 
artefacts alone. The discovery of Mesolithic footprints in 
the mud of the Severn estuary at Goldcliff presented 
another opportunity to experiment. Severn mud was 
brought to Reading, where it was found possible to 
distinguish male and female footprints from the age of 
eight from their stride and footprint size. As another 
example, a Neolithic building excavated at Marden 
Henge in Wiltshire was associated with piles of fire-
cracked sarsen stones. The excavator, Jim Leary, 
thought the building may have been used as a sweat 
lodge and a half-size replica was built in an attempt to 
see if this was feasible. The wattle-walled structure was 
roofed and heated stones doused with cold water. 
Repeated dousings produced steam for up to 20 
minutes and created a stifling atmosphere that may have 
provided a ritual element to the activity. 

 

Round House built by Reading University Experimental 
Archaeology project 

The use of heated stones as pot-boilers to cook food is 
commonly assumed but could have left an unpleasant 
mineral sludge in the bottom of the stew pot. Jennifer 
and her students set about to determine whether 
Neolithic pots could have been heated directly over a 
bonfire. Clay pots made by the coiling method were first 
fired in a bonfire with a 98% success rate. The inside of 
a pot was then rubbed with pig fat or butter (traces of 
both have been identified in Neolithic pots by lipid 
analysis) to make it waterproof. The experimental pot 
was found to cook vegetables (and nettle soup) very well 
indeed and could be reused several times. In another 
cooking experiment a whole salmon, wrapped in damp 
cabbage leaves tied with string, was successfully 
cooked in the ashes of a fire pit. 

On a different scale entirely, several experimental 
earthworks have been constructed to study the effects of 
natural erosion over time. The Overton Down earthwork 
in Wiltshire was built in 1960 and excavated 32 years 
later; another was built at Wareham in Dorset in 1980 
and excavated after 17 and 33 years; and in 1984 Peter 
Reynolds designed an octagonal earthwork at 
Wroughton near Swindon, which exposed the banks to 
the elements from different compass directions. The 
outcome has been to show that banks and ditches 
stabilise quite quickly within about 25 years: and that 
earthworms from the original ground surface migrate up 
into the bank and play havoc with the stratigraphy. 

On a final note, the excavation of an experimental Iron 
Age roundhouse built at St Fagans in South Wales 
produced a remarkable series of artefacts: a tongue 
stud, biros, spectacles, and balls of wool. But 
interestingly these were all found around the periphery 
of the house, just as Iron Age artefacts are in real 
excavated roundhouses. 

Janet Sharpe 

Grave goods: objects and death in 
later prehistoric Britain 
A talk by Duncan Garrow, University of Reading, 16 
February 2019 

The title of this talk is that of a 42-month AHRC-funded 
project currently being undertaken by a team of five from 
the Universities of Reading and Manchester and the 
British Museum, spanning British prehistory from the 
Neolithic to the Iron Age. The project seeks to answer 
two main questions: what do we actually mean by the 
term ‘grave goods’ and are we able to move from an 
assumed understanding of their significance to a real 
understanding?  

Objects appear not to have been associated with 
individuals in the communal burials of the Neolithic and 
few data are available. The classic Beaker burials of the 
Early Bronze Age are famously associated with pots, 
daggers, gold ornaments, and other objects, but the 
number of grave goods decreases during the later 
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Bronze Age and does not increase significantly again 
until the Late Iron Age. One of the main aims of the 
project was to construct a database of the entire material 
assemblage (including small items such as shells and 
pebbles and dress fastenings as well as pots and 
ornaments) found with formal burials in six study areas: 
Orkney and the Outer Hebrides, East Yorkshire, north-
west Wales and Anglesey, Cornwall, Dorset, and Kent. 
The database will be made available to the public and 
the project output will also include academic papers, a 
book, and academic and public conferences (one to be 
held at the British Museum on 31 May 2019, cost £10). 
‘Prehistoric burial’ teaching packs are being prepared for 
schoolchildren (Key Stage 2), and poems and artwork 
are also being created to engage children. A ‘grave 
goods trail’ is being planned for the British Museum to 
link different departments and break down barriers 
between them. 

 

A selection of grave goods 

The database was created from Historic Environment 
Records (HERs) which were then updated as additional 
information was found. To date, 1035 sites have been 
identified, comprising 2855 graves and 5733 objects. 
The project is limited by being restricted to just six areas 
and only graves with grave goods are being considered. 

No regional patterns have yet emerged. In the Early 
Bronze Age, more male than female burials contained 
grave goods but this situation was reversed in the Late 
Iron Age. 

Earlier references to grave goods simply listed the items, 
but since the 1990s people have been questioning their 
significance. Were they intended as offerings or simply 
as a means of disposal? What is the relationship 
between object and human biographies – do they 
intertwine? Do they represent conspicuous consumption 
to emphasise the wealth and status of the deceased? 
What is the significance of Iron Age pit burials, where 
the relationship between bodies and material objects is 
unclear? Graves appear to be more variable than has 
previously been acknowledged. 

Another question concerns the relationship between 
grave goods and the disposal of objects in hoards and 
rivers. Professor Richard Bradley, in his book Passage 
of Arms, sees all of these as expressions of conspicuous 
consumption. River finds may originally have been 
associated with a body, and a study in The Netherlands 
has shown that river finds decreased over time to be 
replaced by grave goods; the same materials but 
deposited in different places. Hoards of personal 
equipment may have been deposited outside the grave, 
and ‘cenotaph burials’ resemble graves but contain only 
objects in the absence of a body. A famous example is 
the Ringlemere Cup from Kent which was excavated 
from a barrow that did not hold a body. Some Middle 
Bronze Age cremation cemeteries contain urns that 
have never held cremated bones, and in Dorset up to 
69% of all Middle Bronze Age graves contain no body. 
An Early Bronze Age barrow in East Yorkshire contained 
a hoard of bronze axes which were added later than the 
original burial. In some hoards, objects have been 
placed to resemble the layout of a body although no 
actual body is present. There is no clear distinction 
between hoards and burials, which blur one into the 
other. Things are not as clear cut as has formerly been 
assumed! 

Janet Sharpe  

The Study Group  

December 2018 meeting: Roman rural settlement 
dataset 

This meeting started with a review of the Roman Rural 
Settlement project dataset downloaded from the 
Archaeological Data Service and the maps, charts, and 
tables that the project produced in their reviews of 
Roman settlements in the south and central belts of 
England. The meeting ended with a discussion on how 
these approaches could help us gain a better 
understanding of Roman rural settlement in the 
Berkshire Region. 

February 2019 meeting: The BAS Gazetteer 

The main focus of this meeting was the BAS gazetteer. 
The meeting heard that the Gazetteer is an IT system 
which allows us to record and analyse archaeological 
sites and present the results as tables, charts, and 
maps. The system complies with the MIDAS 
archaeology data standard developed by the FISH 
Forum led by Historic England.   

The the development of the BAS gazetteer has reached 
the point where the processes for adding data to and 
extracting data, charts, and maps from the Gazetteer are 
now defined and have been used to record the site 
information from appendices A, B and C of Living in the 
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Iron Age in and around Berkshire (BAJ volume 78) and 
reproduce the maps shown in Appendix D of that 
volume.  

March 2019 meeting: Roman rural settlement dataset 

The main focus of this meeting was understanding and 
using the Roman rural settlement project data. This 
started with a review of the sites which are in the 
Berkshire Region (see map below). There was then a 
discussion on how best to characterise sites, for 
example, Littlecote is characterised as a ‘villa’ and Park 
Farm, Binfield is characterised as both a settlement and 

a farmstead. The meeting then discussed how while 
such characterisation is used to summarise the use of 
the site that created the archaeological remains, it also 
has social implications. For example, while a villa site 
may represent the home of a wealthy family group the 
site may have architectural features which show that this 
was probably used by an elite family group with authority 
over families living in the surrounding area. The next 
steps are to load the BAS gazetteer with all the known 
Roman sites in the Berkshire Region. 

Andrew Hutt 

 

 

Roman Rural settlement (rrs) in the Berkshire Region (the numbers are the site identifiers used by the rrs project)  

 

Field Work 

A group of us are working to organise the 2019 fieldwork 
programme. The current programme includes: 

 Woodland survey of a wood near Arborfield mill, 

dates to be agreed 

 Geophysics of fields on Hall Farm, Arborfield, to be 

agreed 

 Excavation of a small trench as Blounts Court 

Tuesday 23 April to 3 May 2019 (to be 

confirmed) 

 Geophysics at Ankerwycke Priory, Runnymede 13-

28 July 2019 (to be confirmed). 

In all these cases we are in negotiations with 
landowners so these dates are provisional. 

Andrew Hutt 
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Visits  

Silchester 

A visit to the 2019 excavations Silchester will take place on 29 June 2.30 p.m. Full details will be provided later in the 
year. 

New Finds Liaison Officer for Berkshire 

Helena Costas is the new Finds Liaison Officer for 
Berkshire. Her role covers both West and East Berkshire 
She is at the West Berkshire Museum on Wednesdays, 
and hold finds surgeries on the second Wednesday of 
each month on an appointment basis between the hours 
12.30‒3.30. On Thursdays she is at the Berkshire 
Record Office to meet finders to record and return finds 
on an appointment basis between 12 and 4 p.m. 
Additionally, there is a finds surgery at Wokingham 
Library on the last Thursday of every month between 10 
a.m. and 12 p.m. She will be holding a couple of finds 
days during the Festival of Archaeology in July, details 

to be finalised, but these will be at the Maidenhead 
Heritage Centre and the West Berkshire Museum. 

A recent find from Berkshire is recoded in the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme (PAS) database: 
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/938346 

Contact details:  

Helena Costa, Finds Liaison Officer, Berkshire, West 
Berkshire Museum, The Wharf, Newbury, West 
Berkshire, RG14 5AS. Tel.: 01635 519397 or email: 
Helena.Costas1@westberks.gov.uk 

 

Archaeology in and around Berkshire 

High Wood 

The start date for the High Wood dig is rapidly 
approaching with the first day being Friday 22 March. 
This will be the fifth season that SOAG have dug on 
this Roman and late Iron Age site and should be 
another fascinating year with lots more to discover. 
Just as last year the dig will take place over 8 long 
weekends from Friday to Tuesday and every alternate 
week until the beginning of July. If you haven’t been to 
High Wood before please do come along and get 
involved. You are most welcome to sign up for just a 
single visit or as many sessions as you like to come 
and dig, wash pottery or process finds. We do 
however, need to know in advance if you are coming. 
This is both for Alan’s planning of each long weekend 
and because of the parking, having to control access 
to the site. Please email me at 
highwood2019@gmail.com if you want to come and I 

can send you further information. This year we are 
introducing a digging fee of £10 per person which will 
cover the whole season.  

Stephanie Pollard 

Finds Processing at Silchester 

We would appreciate help with our finds processing at 
Silchester, but we do need a minimum commitment of 
a week's help. If any member is interested in helping 
us at the baths, please could they contact my 
colleague, Dr Emma Durham, at 
emma.durham@reading.ac.uk.  

A reminder of our dates: 17 June to 12 July 

Prof. Mike Fulford 

 

 

Talks by other groups 

Archaeology in Marlow (AiM), Liston Hall, Marlow, SL7 
1DD. Members of AiM & MAS £3.00, non-members 
£4.50.  

28 March 2019 ‘Wycombe Rye Roman Villa’, by Brian 
Withington.  

25 April 2019 ‘London Mithraeum: a new home for the 
Temple of Mithras’, by Louise Fowler.  

23 May 2019 ‘Sutton Hoo’, by Jennifer Foster (with 
MAS).  

20 June 2019 ‘The CBA’, by Sue Dormer. 

Marlow Archaeological Society (MAS), Liston Hall, 
Marlow, SL7 1DD. Members of AiM & MAS £3.00, non-
members £4.50. 

April 11 2019 ‘The Monk’ Graveyard excavation: finding 
the lost Abbey Church and Cathedral of St Albans’, by 
Rose Lan, Site Director, Canterbury Archaeological 
Trust.  

23 May 2019 ‘Sutton Hoo’, Jennifer Foster. 

South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group (SOAG), 
Goring Heath Parish Hall, Whitchurch Hill, 7.30 for 7.45 
p.m. 

March 28 2019 ‘Beacons of the Past: Hillforts in the 
Chilterns Landscape’, Dr Edward Peveler (Chilterns 
Conservation Board).  

28 April 2019 SOAG’s Review of Archaeology, 
preceded by the SOAG AGM (1.30 p.m. for 2.00 p.m.). 

mailto:Helena.Costas1@westberks.gov.uk
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BERKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

 

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN 

President: Professor 

Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA 

The Society was founded in 1871 

and for over 100 years has 

encouraged and supported 

archaeological activities in 

Berkshire. 

Everybody with an interest in 

archaeology is welcome to attend 

our meetings and join the Society. It 

does not matter whether your 

interest in archaeology is new found 

or long standing, the Society offers 

activities from regular lectures and 

outings to post-excavation research. 

All members receive a regular 

newsletter, full of news about events 

in Berkshire. The Berkshire 

Archaeological Journal is also free 

to members. 

Officers of the Society: 
Chair: Alison McQuitty 
chairman@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Secretary: Anne Harrison 
secretary@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Treasurer: Andrew Hutt 
treasurer@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Membership Secretary: Anne 
Harrison  
membership@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Programme Organiser: 
Julie Worsford 
programme@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Day School Organiser: 
Julie Worsford 
dayschool@berksarch.co.uk  
 

Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton 
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Website: Tim Lloyd 
website@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt  
librarian@berksarch.co.uk 
 
For more information about the 
Society and membership details 
contact the Membership Secretary. 
 

www.berksarch.co.uk 

email: info@berksarch.co.uk 

Twitter: @BerksArchSoc 

 

Day School  

Saturday 6 April 2019 at The Cornerstone, Norreys Avenue, Wokingham, RG40 
1UE, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. The cost is £10, payable at the door (please note that 
lunch is not provided). 

10.00–10.05 Welcome Chairman, Berkshire Archaeological Society 

10.05–10.25 
Recent work in West Berkshire, Sarah Orr, West Berkshire 
Council Senior Archaeologist 

10.25–10.40 
Recent discoveries in East Berkshire, Fiona McDonald, East 
Berkshire Archaeological Officer 

10.40–11.00 COFFEE 

11.00–11.20 
Extracting evidence from gravel quarries in Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, Gareth Chaffey, Wessex Archaeology 

11.20–11.40 Runnymede Explored, Tom Dommett, The National Trust 

11.40–12.00 
Silchester: the Roman Baths project, Professor M. Fulford, 
University of Reading 

12.00–13.15 LUNCH 

13.15–13.45 
New thoughts on Dorchester on Thames, Paul Booth, Oxford 
Archaeology 

13.45–14.15 
Nero’s tile works: The Romano-British tile and pottery industry at 
Little London, Pamber, Dr Sara Machin, University of Reading 

14.15–14.45  
From the water’s edge: preliminary results of the River Thames 
project, settlement activity on the banks of the river, Phillipa 
Puzey-Broomhead, Trent and Peak Archaeology  

14.45–15.15 TEA 

15.15–15.45 

Medieaval to Modern: osteological and archaeological findings in 
St Mary’s churchyard, Wargrave, Dr Ceri Boston, freelance 
osteologist and Dr Stephanie Duensing, John Moore Heritage 
Services 

15.45–16.00 Questions and Conclusions 

Input to the newsletter 

If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, please 
send it to Gail Eaton by the end of May 2019 at: newsletter@berksarch.co.uk 

http://www.berksarch.co.uk/
mailto:info@berksarch.co.uk
mailto:georginagaileaton@gmail.com

