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From the Chair: 
Time as we knew it has changed – the days and weeks seem to slip by so I can scarcely comprehend that 
the Newsletter deadline has come round again!  This pandemic is affecting us all in different ways – the 
same sea but different boats.  I hope very much that you and yours are keeping well and safe during these 
testing times – diverted perhaps by the wealth of online activities that heritage organisations offer as well as 
our very own BAS activities like the Study Group.   

The Communications Group is working on how the Society goes virtual and digital for all of its programme 
over the coming months. I know that you – the members – will join me in thanking and applauding the Group 
for this.  While trips and the sociability of pub-lunches have necessarily been curtailed, other initiatives, both 
regular and occasional, continue: volume 85 of the Journal is about to be published – congratulations to all 
involved in its production - and the Outreach Group has been involved in initial discussions on the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Heritage Strategy. 

Sadly, and as announced in the last Newsletter, we have had to cancel our involvement with various 
community events in the county but on the brighter side of the news the CBA Festival of Archaeology will be 
going ahead 11-19th July……in digital format.  In addition, the BAS website includes details of how to 
experience must-see events like the Summer Solstice at Stonehenge.  While most archaeological fieldwork 
and new discoveries are on pause right now there are still ingenious and numerous ways to experience a 
passion for heritage: as Proust wrote, “The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes 
but in having new eyes”. 

Alison McQuitty 

Meetings and lectures – Going online 
With social distancing likely to be with us for some time to come and many of our members having become 
familiar with Zoom through other activities, it has been decided that meetings and the forthcoming lecture 
series will be conducted through Zoom. 

For those members who have not used Zoom and who wish to attend lectures online, one to one or group 
sessions for familiarisation with it are envisaged shortly before the first lecture on Saturday 19th September. 

Julie Worsfold, Communications Working Group 

BAS 150 year celebrations 
Some members may be aware that next year, 2021, marks 150 years since the Society was founded in 
1871.  Evidently, this a landmark which the Society does not want to let pass unnoticed!  Consequently, a 
working group has been set up to organise events and preliminary work on some possible celebrations is 
underway.   

But, due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, the working group is working on the principle that social 
distancing may be with us for some time to come, even into 2021.  With this in mind and with regret the kick-
off event planned for February 2021 has been cancelled, and in its stead a social event is being planned for 
June 2021.  The working group is also making plans for an exhibition to tour the county and for a dinner to 
round off the celebrations towards the end of the year.  It’s too early in the process to impart any details at 
this stage and indeed due to the pandemic the Society may be faced with having to cancel these celebratory 
events too.  But we hope not.    

Keep watching this space…    

Julie Worsfold, BAS 150 Working Group   
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The BAS Gazetteer 
Developing the technology 
The BAS gazetteer is an information system which allows 
users to record, interpret and map archaeological sites.  It 
has been developed by Andrew Hutt and Martin Labram 
as a low-cost system suitable for use by archaeological 
societies like ours to support desktop research.  It can be 
used by people with an interest in the archaeology who 
are able to use spreadsheets to record the 
archaeological sites they are interested in supported by  
a Gazetteer Administrator with the IT knowledge and 
skills to use a database system and a geographic 
information system (GIS) (Figure 1).  This spring, Andrew 
and Martin upgraded the system so that users can design 
their own maps. 

Developing the maps 
A GIS operates by recording mapping information in 
layers (Figure 2).   

The base layers include details of the terrain, rivers, 
rivers and streams, and superficial and bedrock geology.  
These layers have been downloaded from the websites 
of the Ordnance Survey, Open Street Map, and the 
British Geographical Survey.  They are made available 
under licenses which allows the Society to use them in its 
work and publications.  

The archaeology and interpretation layers contain details 
of archaeological sites recorded in the Gazetteer’s 
database. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Overview of the BAS gazetteer technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Layers in a GIS system 
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Maps 1. Views of the Roman sites in Abingdon.  Above shows the Roman sites and the rivers.  
Below shows the Roman sites against a modern map 

 

 

 

 

The layers in this map 
are: 

Top 

• National Grid 10km  
    grid lines 
• Oxon HER sites 
   (solid circles) 
• Roman Rural  
    Settlement project   
    sites (black circles) 
• Rivers (Blue lines) 
• Terrain 115m (which is 

invisible because there 
is no land over 115m)  
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    Settlement project   
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Maps 2. Views of the Roman sites round Mildenhall.  Above shows the Roman 
sites, the rivers and the terrain.   Below shows the Roman sites against a 
shaded terrain (the dark is valleys, the light areas are hills) 

These maps were produced as a result of collaboration using Zoom between Andrew Hutt and Martin Labram using 
the pre-prepared map layers held in the BAS Gazetteer.

The layers in this map 
are: 

Top 

• National Grid 10km  
    grid lines 
• Mildenhall data  
   collection area  
   boundary  
• West Berks and  
   Wiltshire HER sites 
   (solid circles) 
• Roman Rural  
    Settlement project   
    sites (black circles) 
• Rivers (blue lines) 
• Terrain 115m  
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Recording Berkshire’s archaeology 
The information above relates to the generic capabilities 
of BAS Gazetteer technology.  We have specialised this 
technology to the Berkshire Region which extends from 
Marlborough in the west to Heathrow in the east and 
Oxford in the north to Guildford in the south.  We have 
loaded all the archaeological sites referred to in Living in 
the Iron Age in and Around Berkshire (BAJ volume 78) 
and as recorded in the last newsletter are in the process 
of loading the Roman archaeological sites. 

We have also integrated a number of databases which 
were produced by other projects.  These include the 
Roman Rural Settlement project database from the 
project led by Reading University and the Beyond Tribal 
Hidage project led by University College London. 

At a different level, we have used the system to record 
the results of our fieldwork undertaken at Hall Farm and 
La Hyde.  

Andrew Hutt and Martin Labram 

The Study Group 
The April meeting 
The April meeting of the study group reviewed the 
developments to the mapping capabilities of the BAS 
gazetteer and then spent time reviewing progress on the 
Roman archaeology data collection areas of 
Wanborough (Wilts), Wantage, Abingdon, Mildenhall, 
Silchester and Wickham Bushes. 

The fact that this meeting took place via Zoom meant 
that Martin was able to display in turn each of the data 
collection area maps at various different scales with 
different base layers.   

The May meeting 
The May meeting of the study group was similar to the 
April meeting.  It discussed how to use the Gazetteer to 
design maps, followed by a review of the Roman 
archaeology in the data collection areas of Wanborough 
(Wilts), Wantage, Abingdon, Mildenhall, Silchester and 
Wickham Bushes. 

The June meeting 
This meeting started with a presentation of the Roman 
economy across the Berkshire Region.  This highlighted 
the fact that whereas all sites were economically active 
insofar as they were able to establish buildings and buy-
in resources such as pottery and other artefacts, a few 
sites were generating significant surpluses based on 
some combination of arable farming, pastoral farming 
(keeping animals) and/or industrial or craft work.  The 
presentation went on to review the types of 
archaeological evidence which supported this 
interpretation of the archaeological record and the 
evidence already recorded in the Roman Rural 
Settlement project database.  The overall conclusion 
was that there are a few sites across the Berkshire 
Region which we can interpret in this way and we may 
find more as we read through archaeological reports. 

The meeting concluded with a review of the Roman 
archaeology data collection areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Map 3. Showing the development of iron working during the Iron Age (blue solid blobs) from Hartshill 

Copse (near Thatcham) through the Iron Age ironworking community round Caesar’s Camp, 
Bracknell into the Roman period (black circles).  The blue blobs with black circles show sites 
where work continued from the Iron Age into the Roman period 
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Ron Knowles 
I am sorry to tell you that Ron Knowles passed away earlier this year after 
suffering for some time from cancer.  In view of the coronavirus pandemic, 
the funeral was private, but I understand that a memorial service will be held 
when possible later in the year.  

Ron was a valued member of the Council but members will know him best 
as the organiser of BAS Spring Tours in 2015, 16 and 17 visiting sites in the 
Midlands, Cornwall and Norfolk.  Those who joined him and Lavinia on these 
trips will be aware of the amount of work they put in beforehand with a 
carefully researched itinerary and excellent documentation for each day’s 
visits.  Ron was unfailingly calm, considerate and courteous no matter what 
problems arose, as they always do, during the tour.  When he decided after 
the tour in 2017 that he wanted to devote more time to his activities with 
Ramblers, he left a draft itinerary for a trip to South Wales for a successor.  
Unfortunately, the Society has so far failed to find one and has not been able 
to run a tour since then.   

The Society has made a donation to the Sue Ryder Duchess of Kent 
Hospice in Reading in his memory. 

Anne Harrison 

Archaeology online 
The following are websites which may interest you. 

British Museum  
URL: britishmuseum.org, Search: “British Museum” 

Offers on-line tours of 60 galleries on the lower, ground and upper 
galleries and two virtual galleries for Oceania and Prints and Drawings.  
Also, occasional talks about topics of interest, e.g. conservation of 
exhibits.  Films on the recent exhibitions on Vikings and Pompeii are 
available on Youtube with presenters including Michael Wood, Peter 
Snow and Bethany Hughes for example discussing individual items in 
detail.  These films are about 90 mins long but may be stopped and 
restarted.  

https://www.britishmuseum.org/pompeii-live 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/vikings-live 

Dig Ventures virtual field school 
URL: digventures.com, Search “Dig ventures” 

Offers on-line courses and 30-minute workshops of Fridays at 3.00.  
Subscribe to the mailing list to get information.  Coming up 13-14 June 
DigNation archaeology festival.  Free registration for a weekend of talks 
about many ancient sites. 

CBA Council for British Archaeology 
 http://blog.archaeologyuk.org/2020/03/24/archaeology-resources-hub/ 

A vast array of links to on-line resources, talks and lectures, podcasts and 
videos.  In particular the CBA Publications Archive is now free download. 

Input to the newsletter 
If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society, 
please send it to Gail Eaton by the end of July 2020 at: 
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk 
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President: Professor 
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The Society was founded in 1871 
and for over 100 years has 
encouraged and supported 
archaeological activities in 
Berkshire. 

Everybody with an interest in 
archaeology is welcome to attend 
our meetings and join the Society. It 
does not matter whether your 
interest in archaeology is new found 
or long standing, the Society offers 
activities from regular lectures and 
outings to post-excavation research. 

All members receive a regular 
newsletter, full of news about events 
in Berkshire. The Berkshire 
Archaeological Journal is also free 
to members. 
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Chair: Alison McQuitty 
chairman@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Secretary: Anne Harrison 
secretary@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Treasurer: Andrew Hutt 
treasurer@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Membership Secretary: Anne 
Harrison  
membership@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Programme Organiser: 
Julie Worsford 
programme@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Day School Organiser: 
Julie Worsford 
dayschool@berksarch.co.uk  
 

Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton 
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Website: Tim Lloyd 
website@berksarch.co.uk 
 

Librarian acting: Andrew Hutt  
librarian@berksarch.co.uk 
 
For more information about the 
Society and membership details 
contact the Membership Secretary. 
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Twitter: @BerksArchSoc 


