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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 2nd September 2020: Study Group meeting on Zoom starting 15:00
Saturday 19th September 2020: Lecture on Zoom starting 14:30
Little Voices: recent advances in child bioarchaeology- Professor Mary Lewis, University of Reading
Wednesday 7th October 2020: Study Group meeting on Zoom starting 15:00
Saturday 17th October 2020: AGM on Zoom starting 14:30 followed by Lecture
Animal, Vegetable or Mineral? Identifying tool use in British Mesolithic woodworking - Adam Turner
Wednesday 4th November 2020: Study Group meeting on Zoom starting 15:00
Saturday 21st November 2020: Lecture on Zoom starting 14:30
Beacons of the Past and LiDAR: shining new light on the Iron Age landscapes of the Chilterns Dr Edward Peveler
Wednesday 2nd December 2020: Study Group meeting on Zoom starting 15:00
Saturday 12th December 2020 Lecture on Zoom starting 14:30
• My year working for the Supreme Council of Antiquities, Egypt – Beth Asbury
• Archaeology in schools - Maggie Smith
• Grain-Milling in Southern Jordan: Archaeological, Historic and Ethnographic Evidence – Alison McQuitty

Autumn 2020 lecture programme
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic the Society’s lectures will be conducted on Zoom until further notice.
I understand that there are members who have concerns about using Zoom due to security issues
highlighted in the press a good few months ago. Since then Zoom has improved its security and no further
issues have been reported. Also, attendees will be checked off against a list before being allowed into the
‘virtual room’ which will be open in advance of the meeting. The meeting will start at 2.30 pm, to this end the
Society asks that you arrive in good time just as you would to a normal meeting and aim ‘to be seated’ by
2.25pm.
Details of how to join each lecture, will be communicated nearer the time.
N.B. For security reasons these joining instructions are not to be shared outside the Society and are
specifically not to be shared on social media.
If you are not yet familiar with Zoom and would like an introductory session before the September lecture
please contact me via lectures@berksarch.co.uk , thank you.
Julie Worsfold, BAS Activities Working Group
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From the chair
This message comes to you with all good wishes that you and yours are keeping as well, safe and sane as
possible in the new reality. I hesitate to use the word “unprecedented” as I suspect we have all become
heartily weary of that adjective but this year’s BAS activities have been curtailed in part and certainly altered.
Altered but not cancelled and I encourage you all to attend the online Zoom lecture series which starts as
usual in September.
The Society has always operated through a series of working groups taking on particular responsibility for
the various areas of the Society’s activities, e.g. the lectures, the visits, the journal, the web-site, the studygroup. Over the past year we have been “refreshing” these groups as detailed in the article “Reorganising
the Society”. Currently the Trustees – and a list of us can be found on the website – form the bulk of these
working groups. That is not the final vision.
The vision is that you, the members, have real input and say in the areas of this Society that are of particular
interest to you. These working groups typically meet once or twice a quarter; discuss, plan, and research
initiatives; make recommendations to the Society’s Council; execute and report on approved initiatives. You
may have specific interests and experience, skills and energy to share or a desire to develop all of the
above. You may have absolutely no interest in getting involved with the running of the Society as a whole.
The working group is for you.
Please think about taking that first step and writing that enquiry email. Our Society depends on the ideas
and enthusiasm of its members if it is to meet the challenges and opportunities of the coming years.
Alison McQuitty

Annual General Meeting 2020
The AGM will take place on Saturday 17 October 2020 at 2.30 p.m. As face-to-face meetings are not possible
the meeting will be carried out using Zoom. The Zoom address to link to the meeting will be notified one week
beforehand.
AGM papers will be emailed to members before the meeting and posted to those who have no email address.
All positions on the BAS Council are open for election. For more information, please contact Anne Harrison. All
nominations for Council membership, proposed and seconded, must be sent to the Hon. Secretary (Anne
Harrison, 2 Murdoch Road, Wokingham, RG40 2DA; secretary@berksarch.co.uk).

Agenda for the AGM
• Apologies for Absence
• Minutes of the AGM held on 21 September 2019
• Matters Arising
• Chairman’s Report
• Treasurer’s Report
• Librarian’s Report

• Election of Officers of the Society
• Election of Council Members
• Appointment of the Independent Examiner
• Any Other Business
After the AGM members will hear a talk given by Adam Turner of the Dept. of Archaeology, University of Reading,
entitled “Animal, Vegetable or Mineral? Identifying tool use in British Mesolithic woodworking”.
Anne Harrison
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Reorganising the Society
Over the last months, the Council has revised the Society’s working groups. Each working group is led by a
member of Council and is open to other members of the Society. So, if you would like to get to know other
members of the Society better, have some fun and make a contribution, however small, we would be delighted to
have you on board.
To join a working group please contact the leader- their email addresses are on the back page
In alphabetical order the working groups are:
Activities working group: led by Julie Worsfold
Arranges and organises the Saturday lecture series and the Society’s conferences, the Berkshire Archaeology Day
School and the Berkshire Historic Environment Day School.
Archiving working group: led by Catherine Petts
Manages the Society’s digital and paper archives and the Society’s Berkshire Record Office Library. These
represent a varied collection including Queen Victoria’s letter of accreditation and a variety of reports and
documents produced by society members.
BAS 150 working group: led by Julie Worsfold
Arranging and organising the Society’s 150 birthday celebrations, which include a garden party, an exhibition and a
dinner.
BAJ editorial board: led by Andrew Hutt
Edits and publishes the Berkshire Archaeological Journal.
Communications working group: led by Julie Worsfold
Produces and publishes the Society’s website, monthly news sheet, quarterly newsletter and ‘Tweets’.
Events working group: led by Anne Helmore
Arranges and organises visits, outdoor and social events. Over the last year these have included the visit to
Ankerwycke and a couple of pub lunches.
Fieldwork working group: led by Andrew Hutt
Arranges and organises all aspects of the Society’s archaeological fieldwork. Recent work includes the excavations
at Blount’s Court and the geophysics survey at Ankerwycke Priory.
Outreach working group: led by Maggie Smith
Presents the Society to the public and works with schools. Recent activities include the Heritage Quarter at the
East Reading Festival and the Iron Age presentation and walk with a school in Crowthorne.
Study Group: led by Andrew Hutt
Researches the archaeology of the Berkshire Region and makes its findings available to members and the public.
It manages and uses the Berkshire Archaeology Research Library. This group meets on the first Wednesday of
each month and is currently working on Roman Berkshire.
Andrew Hutt

Members of the Society standing along the southern edge of the building found in the geophysics survey
The event was organised by the Fieldwork and Events working groups.
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Study Group
There were no meetings of the study group in July or August. However, during these months work has been
progressing on the essays describing the development in Roman times of the 12 data collection areas identified in
an earlier newsletter.
Andrew Hutt’s essay on the Wanborough (Wilts) area has given us a good understanding of the development of the
small town of Wanborough, the Berkshire Downs west of the Uffington White Horse and Marlborough Downs. He
is now working on the Wantage area.
Keith Abbot’s essay on the Mildenhall area has given us insights into the Roman army’s activities in the 1st century
(there is evidence that they briefly occupied the oppida at Forest Hill and the Chisbury hillfort) and the development
of the luxury villas at Littlecote and Castle Copse. He is finishing the maps for Mildenhall and has started working
on the Thatcham area.
All being well, we expect to be able to publish the Wanborough (Wilts) and Mildenhall area essays on the Society’s
website sometime in October. Before then if anybody wants a copy please contact me.
Recently, Andrew Hutt has revisited Hugh Davies’s work on Roman roads which was published in Berkshire
Archaeological Journal volume 83, so that they can be added to the BAS gazetteer. This has led to better
understanding of when and why the roads were built.

Wanborough
(Wilts) area

Mildenhall
area

Wantage area

Andrew Hutt

Thatcham area
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Berkshire Archaeological Journal
Volume 85 of the journal has now been published. This issue has been
sponsored by Cotswold Archaeology and records their excavations on
five Iron Age/Roman sites in Berkshire. They are:
An Early Roman Site at Beech Hill Road, Spencers Wood, Berkshire
Richard Massey and Grace Perpetua Jones, with Adam Howard
Roman, medieval and post-medieval settlement at Cutbush Lane, Shinfield,
Berkshire Richard Massey and Joe Whelan
An Early Roman enclosed settlement at Kentwood Farm, Wokingham
Richard Massey and Joe Whelan
Iron Age and medieval features at Keephatch, Beech Lane, Wokingham
Jacek Gruszczynski and Matt Nichol
Roman and medieval occupation at Shoppenhanger Manor, Maidenhead
Ray Kennedy and Richard Massey
Members who had paid their subscriptions by 31st December 2019 will
be receiving a free copy.
Andrew Hutt

Council for British Archaeology (CBA)
The CBA Festival of Archaeology organises a biannual Festival of Archaeology this year taking place in two parts
with a series of digital events in July and on the ground events in October.
From 24th October to 1st November there will be a range of on the ground Festival events with various activities
from local societies, museums, heritage organisations and other groups who will be offering the public the chance
to find out more about archaeology.
This year the CBA Festival of Archaeology theme is Climate and Environment, something that we are becoming
increasingly aware of as a society. During the Festival they hope to share some of the stories of environmental
change and its impact on human activity from the Mesolithic through to the present day and highlight the effect our
changing climate is having on archaeological sites today.
For more details see: https://festival.archaeologyuk.org
Anne Harrison
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Member News
We have just heard of the recent death of member David Nicholls, a keen
archaeologist and retired millwright. Janet Sharpe writes ‘He was a
passionate Romanist, and dug the Roman villa at Bix when he was a 16year-old schoolboy. He was instrumental in setting up the dig at High Wood,
and had numerous other interests including a potential Roman pottery at
Swan Wood near Nettlebed, the huge Bronze Age barrow of Grey's Mound
and more barrows up near Stonor. More recently he enjoyed working on the
Saxon material from Windsor with other BAS members’.

BERKSHIRE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

Patron: H. M. THE QUEEN
President: Professor
Michael Fulford CBE FBA FSA
The Society was founded in 1871 and for over
100 years has encouraged and supported
archaeological activities in Berkshire.
Everybody with an interest in archaeology is
welcome to attend our meetings and join the
Society. It does not matter whether your
interest is archaeology is new found or long
standing, the Society offers activities from
regular lectures and outings to archaeological
fieldwork.
All members receive a regular newsletter, full
news about events in Berkshire. The Berkshire
Archaeological Journal is free to members.
Officers of the Society
Chair: Alison McQuitty
chair@berksarch.co.uk
Secretary: Anne Harrison
secretary@berksarch.co.uk

David Nicholls (right) and his cousin Ken Beck inspecting
one of the trenches at High Wood in May 2018.
(Photo courtesy of Janet Sharpe).

Churches Conservation Trust
The Churches Conservation Trust is the national charity protecting historic
churches at risk. Founded in 1969, the Trust cares for over 350 buildings
with irreplaceable examples of architecture, archaeology and art from 1,000
years of history. The Trust puts on free lectures every Thursday at 1.00,
which are recorded and made available for anyone to watch. Recent
lectures included talks on “Stained Glass” and “Naughty Things in Parish
Churches”. Coming up on Sept 3rd is “Historical Graffiti in Winchester
Cathedral”.
For more details see: https://www.facebook.com/ChurchesConservationTrust/
Anne Harrison

Input to the newsletter
If you have an archaeological story that you feel would interest the Society,
please send it to Gail Eaton by the end of November 2020 at:
newsletter(at)berksarch.co.uk
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Treasurer: Andrew Hutt
treasurer@berksarch.co.uk
Membership Secretary: Anne Harrison
membership@berksarch.co.uk
Lectures & Day School Organiser:
Julie Worsfold
lectures@berksarch.co.uk
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Anne Helmore
events@berksarch.co.uk
Projects: Andrew Hutt
projects@berksarch.co.uk
Journal: Andrew Hutt
journal@berksarch.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Gail Eaton
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk
Website: Tim Lloyd
website@berksarch.co.uk
Twitter: Julie Worsfold
twitter@berksarch.co.uk
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