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Dates for your diary
Please note that unless otherwise advised all Saturday Lectures will now take place at RISC, London
St, Reading, RG1 4PS with refreshments from 2 p.m. Lectures will start at 2.30pm and will also be
streamed live on Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed in advance.
Non-members are welcome to attend lectures. If wishing to attend online, they need to email
lectures@berksarch.co.uk by the end of the Wednesday before the lecture.
Saturday 11th December 2021: Members’ Talks – On Zoom Only
Blounts Court by Nigel Spencer
Runnymede geophysics survey results by Andrew Hutt
Steventon Causeway by Catherine Petts
Wednesday 5th January 2022: Study Group 3 p.m. on Zoom
Wednesday 12th January 2022: Study Group lunch
Saturday 15th January 2022: Lecture, Sutton Hoo by Dr Jennifer Foster, University of Reading
Wednesday 2nd February 2022: Study Group 3 p.m. on Zoom
Wednesday 9th February 2022: Study Group lunch
Saturday 19th February 2022: Lecture, Surviving in Lower Palaeolithic Europe: Four seasonal perspectives
by Dr Robert Hosfield, FSA, University of Reading
Wednesday 2nd March 2022: Study Group 3 p.m. on Zoom
Wednesday 9th March 2022: Study Group lunch
Saturday 19th March 2022: Lecture, TBA
Saturday 2nd April 2022: Day School, St Nicolas Church Hall, Newbury. Details TBA.

BAS AGM report
The AGM of the Society was held on 16th October 2021 with 40 members meeting both in-person at RISC
and virtually though a Zoom call. Papers for the meeting were circulated for members to read beforehand.
The minutes of the last meeting and Treasurer’s report were accepted unanimously. Our co-Chairs, Alison
McQuitty and Maggie Smith resigned from that role and Maggie Smith and Julie Worsfold left the Council.
They were all warmly thanked for their hard work during their times in office. Changes to the Officers of the
Society were agreed, namely Andrew Hutt as Chair, Keith Abbott as Secretary and Anne Harrison as
Treasurer. Other present members of Council were confirmed. These are Ann Griffin, Anne Helmore, Tim
Lloyd, Alison McQuitty, Catherine Petts, and Griselda Truscott-Wicks.
The AGM was followed by a talk by John Painter on Reading Abbey, and a report may be found elsewhere in
this newsletter. Members attending in RISC were able to enjoy some of the celebratory 150th cake left over
(and frozen) after the Day School with their tea and coffee.
Anne Harrison
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From the Chair
At the Annual General Meeting, the Society voted for changes to the Council. As a result, I am now Chair with Keith Abbott
as Secretary and Anne Harrison as Treasurer and Membership Secretary. These changes have led to a review of the
Society, which is still in progress. I explain below some of the results of this work.
Since the last newsletter, members of the Society have made progress in a number of areas. The Study Group lunches on
the second Wednesday in the month are attracting a growing group of attendees. If you want to talk about archaeology
(and more) in informal surroundings contact Keith Abbott to register an interest and join us.
Keith Abbott has developed his project looking at Roman roads round Wickham. The first phase of the geophysics at
Radley Farm has been completed. He ably demonstrated his progress during his presentation to the Society on Saturday
20th November. The geophysics training event I led at Runnymede in partnership with the National Trust and the Surrey
County Archaeological Unit, has produced results which will be published shortly. I will explain the results in one of the
talks on Saturday 11th December 2021.
Also, the celebration of the Society’s 150th anniversary came to an end when the exhibition at the Berkshire Record Office
was taken down earlier in the month. Thanks are due to Julie Worsfold who organised these events and to the many people
who contributed to making them a success.
Outside the Society, the saga of Reading Goal continues with good news from Matt Rodda MP. Several figures in the art
world are helping Reading Borough Council to raise their bid for the site with a view to creating an arts hub.
Andrew Hutt

The Berkshire Archaeological Society: October 2021 review
As a result of being appointed as Chair, I have been leading a comprehensive review of the Society and its activities. This
has shown that in 2021 the Society is flourishing, with more activities than we have seen in the last 20 years, but there are
detailed matters which need attention to ensure the smooth running of the organisation.
The Council is part way through the task of assessing the results but here are some tangible outcomes to date.
The work groups
The Society’s work groups bring together members to enjoy the pleasure of working together to move the Society forward.
Ideally, each workgroup should have a leader and a deputy leader. For the next year, the work groups and their leaders
are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Management team: members Andrew Hutt, Keith Abbott, and Anne Harrison
Lectures and visits group: leaders Andrew Hutt and Anne Helmore
Day Schools group: leaders Andrew Hutt and Keith Abbott
Study group: leaders Andrew Hutt and Keith Abbott
Fieldwork group: leaders Andrew Hutt and Keith Abbott
Communications group: leader Tim Lloyd
BAJ editorial board: leader Andrew Hutt and business manager: Tim Lloyd
Outreach group: leaders Alison McQuitty and Maggie Smith

A challenge for the Society is to replace Andrew Hutt in some of these roles. In order to ensure the ongoing activities of the
Society, we need to work together so that by the time he retires from being Chair, others will have taken over many of these
roles.
Lectures and visits group
The main change that has been made by this group is to create an annual lectures and visits programme so that all year
round (except August) on the third Saturday of the month there is lecture or a visit. With this in mind, the events beyond
those published on page 1 are:
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Saturday 23rd April 2022
Islands of stone; Neolithic Crannogs in the Outer Hebrides - Professor Duncan Garrow, University of Reading - Zoom
Lecture
Saturday 21st May 2022
Visit to Avebury
Saturday 18th June 2022
Visit to Bisham and the dovecote
Saturday 16th July 2022
Visit to Abingdon
August 2022
No visit
Please put these dates in your diary.
The Day School 2nd April 2022: Newbury
The Council has agreed that the next Day School will be on Saturday 2nd April 2022 in Newbury. More details to follow.
Volunteers wanted:
The October 2021 review has shown that there are lots of opportunities for members to get involved in the work of the
Society. In particular, there are opportunities for:
Publicity Officer: Recent events have shown that the Society needs a publicity officer. The publicity officer will be a
member of the Management team. They will need to face two ways: towards the Society to identify activities which may
interest the public and towards the public, to use existing communication channels and create new ones to enable
messages from the Society to reach target audiences.
Work group members: Excluding the Management Team, the Society has 7 work groups which need people to help with
their work. If you are interested in joining a work group, please contact the leader either directly or via the
secretary@berksarch.co.uk email address with an email title with the words: For the attention of (name of workgroup
leader).
Fieldwork project leaders: to lead a project by writing a project proposal, organising archaeological expertise, BAS
members and equipment on site, ensuring that the field work is carried out in accordance with the appropriate Society’s
best practice guide, ensuring that on-site archaeological records are completed, organising the post-fieldwork work, and
completing the project final report.
If you want to take up this role, please contact Andrew Hutt (chair@berksarch.co.uk ) who is happy to explain the role more
fully and to mentor and support you through your first projects.
Berkshire Archaeological Journal: copy editors: This role involves taking a proof-read journal article and converting it
from single column to 2 column format and including the figures, tables, and plates. A copy editor will develop a deep
knowledge of MS Word. The work is very satisfying insofar as the results of copy editing an article is the published document
which may be read by future generations for at least a hundred years.
If you want to take up this role, please contact Andrew Hutt (journal@berksarch.co.uk ) who is happy to explain the role
more fully and to mentor and support you through your first articles.
Andrew Hutt
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Archaeology on Saturdays
Responsible Metal Detecting and Discovering the
Watlington Hoard

which translated to ‘I live in Hope’, which James said
could be the motto of metal detectorists!

A talk by James Mather on Saturday 18th September 2021

The discovery of the Watlington Hoard in 2015, as told by
James, was an exciting story that any amateur
archaeologist (such as other BAS members and me),
would appreciate, complete with finding the most exciting
artefacts at the end of a day’s digging. How often has that
happened to us!?!

James started his talk by describing his background, how
he had been metal detecting for 25 years, over 150 farms.
He is a member of both metal detecting and
archaeological organisations and continues to study
archaeology with Oxford University Continuing Education
courses. As a responsible metal detector, his finds have
been reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS),
the Celtic Coin Index, and the British Numismatic Society.

James described walking the field for six or seven hours
and finding nothing but rubbish. Having decided to give
up and go home on the way back to his car he noticed
some higher ground in the field and, knowing that people
in the past often had settlements on higher, drier land,
decided to do a final scan. All he found was a heavy cigarshaped object, which he put in his pocket and, deciding
to call it a day, went back to his car. Suddenly he
remembered having seen a cigar-shaped Viking silver
ingot in a museum. He went back to where he had found
it, continued scanning, and soon found a hammered silver
coin, which he recognised as being Anglo-Saxon. But
James’ metal detector was giving a big signal, far too loud
for one coin. He carried on digging and found … MASSES
OF SILVER COINS! In all his years of metal detecting,
James had never had such a moment!

Metal detecting in the UK involves about 30,000
detectorists, with 201 metal detecting clubs in England
and Wales, and 40 Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs), to
record reported finds, with the PAS database including
over 1.5 million records. The legal side of metal detecting
was described; the Code of Conduct 2017, and the
Treasure Act 1996, both of which James appeared to
think were fair and reasonable. James mentioned
magazines; The Searcher and Treasure Hunting, for
people interested in metal detecting, which he described
as a ‘Wonderful Hobby’, but not a way to earn a living, so
don’t give up the day job!
James described where in the UK, with the permission of
landowners or councils, metal detecting is allowed. This
includes areas such as ploughed land, pasture, forests,
building sites, beaches, archaeological spoil heaps, and,
interestingly, parks in Reading. Essential equipment
includes a hand-held metal detector and a foot-assisted
trowel. A probe, or mini metal detector, was described as
useful to archaeologists in trenches, as it is a quick way
of finding out if there is metal below where a person is
digging, allowing it to be carefully exposed, without
damage.

Euphoric, he contacted the farmer-landowner, and then
local FLO, David Williams, who advised extracting the
visible coins, and then to stop digging, so that the site
could be professionally excavated. The site was covered,
and markers left in place. But with the site so cleverly
concealed from thieves, James then had difficulty finding
it! After a visit by David Williams, who sadly passed away
in 2017, the site was excavated. We saw pictures of the
excavation, including the soil block (about the size of a
large turkey), containing the hoard, which was to be taken
to the British Museum (BM) for analysis and cleaning. We
saw a delightful picture of David Williams grinning hugely
on his ‘release’ from Security, where he had been held
with the silver hoard, having been unable to unwrap it, to
prove that it was not a bomb.

James talked about the benefits of metal detecting during
archaeological excavations, such as scanning the topsoil
before excavating, scanning the surrounding wider area,
and continuing to scan as the trench grows deeper, to
spot artefacts before the digger’s trowel does. Ongoing
scans of the spoil heap will show the context of any find,
and a final scan of the spoil before reinstatement will
reveal any metal not detected earlier.

The Watlington Hoard renamed ‘The Greasy Haggis’ by
irreverent BM staff, had no deposition plan on X-ray, and
had probably been in a leather bag, now rotted away. The
hoard, valued at £1.35 million, comprised 203 AngloSaxon coins (many rare and some unique), fifteen silver
ingots, three arm rings, two neck ring terminals, one piece
of hack silver and one small piece of hack gold.

James showed us some of the many artefacts he had
found over the years, including non-metallic items, such
as a Neanderthal hand axe. He showed a selection of
rubbish, some toxic to the environment, that he had found
and removed. We also saw jewellery and coins, including
silver pennies, cut to produce halfpennies and farthings
(fourthlings), and a gold coin of Roman emperor
Theodosius, with a ‘Two Emperors’ design on the
reverse. An 1850s livery button bore a Latin inscription

The coins of most interest were those of Alfred the Great
of Wessex and Ceolwulf II of Mercia, which had on their
reverses the Roman ‘Two Emperors’ design seen on
Theodosius’ coin earlier, suggesting joint rule by two
‘kings’ of equal power. James pointed out that this is not
the impression given by the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles,
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where Ceolwulf II is described as a ‘foolish thegn’. The
coins come from a pivotal period, 875-880AD, in
England’s formation, with Alfred defeating the Vikings’
Great Heathen Army at Edington in Oxfordshire, in
878AD. What the coins appear to show, is that Ceolwulf
II was likely to have been an ally of Alfred, who helped
win the battle at Edington, but who was then ‘written out’
of the history books, leaving Alfred the Great as the sole
victor.

and when Abbot Hugh Faringdon refused to submit the
Abbey to the King at the Dissolution in 1539, he was
horribly executed.
After the Dissolution, kings continued using the Abbey
complex as a royal site, but the Abbey church was locked
up. Some materials, such as linenfold panelling were sold
off early and one asset-stripper was executed for felony.
St Mary’s church (now the Minster) bought stone for
rebuilding their tower and Mary Tudor took stone from the
Lady Chapel to build a residence at St George’s Chapel,
Windsor. In 1558 Queen Elizabeth I still owned the site,
staying in the Abbot’s lodgings and using the refectory
and dormitory, but no maintenance was carried out.
Eventually she gave a Charter transferring the property,
including the grammar school and hospitium, to the
Corporation of Reading. In 1625 Charles I visited the site.

Using a map of the South of England, James showed us
a likely explanation of why this, the first Viking hoard
found in Oxfordshire, came to be there. Thus, after the
battle at Edington, Alfred the Great allowed the thousands
of Viking ‘prisoners of war’ to go to Cirencester, and then
later, in 879AD, they moved to Cambridgeshire, possibly
by way of Watlington, where the Viking hoard was found.
In the Q&A session, James explained that while the coins
had been catalogued by Gareth Williams, Coin Curator at
the British Museum, London, the entire Watlington Hoard
is now in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

The Civil war ‘did’ for Reading Abbey, leaving the ruins
we now see. Defences were built, the north transept was
blown up and a ditch and rampart dug through the church
area. Afterwards the site reverted to the Council and
some action was taken to sort it out. The hospitium was
shared by the council (upstairs) and the grammar school
(downstairs) but new municipal buildings were eventually
built next door, which is why the Town Hall and Council
buildings are where they are, on the old Abbey land. In
Victorian times, Waterhouse designed the Town Hall
complex and the new grammar school, Reading School.

Joan Burrow-Newton
Reading Abbey and Reading Gaol
A talk by John Painter, Friends of Reading Abbey (FoRA),
Saturday 16th October 2021.

St Laurence’s became a parish church and the
Corporation church, and St James’ RC church was built
in 1837-40, designed by Pugin in Romanesque style to
suit the Abbey. The Abbey gateway fell down and was
rebuilt by George Gilbert Scott in Victorian ‘Medieval’
style and various monuments and memorials were
erected in the Market Place and Forbury gardens,
including the Maiwand lion. A plaque in the chapter house
commemorates the writing down of the round ‘Sumer is
icumen in’ by an Abbey monk.

John Painter gave us a most enthusiastic presentation in
this 900th anniversary year of the founding of Reading
Abbey. It was well-illustrated with historic paintings and
maps, site plans and photographs.
The Abbey was founded in 1121 by King Henry I for
monks to pray for his soul. William of Malmesbury
observed that it was a good place to travel from, which
remains true of Reading today.
It was a lavish
Benedictine foundation (perhaps many sins to expiate?)
and built to a standard design, with a church with a tower
and maybe a spire. Much has vanished though capitals
from the cloisters have been found in local gardens. Ruins
still standing include the Abbey church’s south transept,
the chapter house, the dormitory, and the inner gateway.
St Laurence’s Church was built as a chapel of rest for
travellers with the hospitium nearby, both buildings still in
use today.

In 2009 the Abbey ruins were closed for safety reasons
as water had leaked into the walls. Heritage Lottery
Funding meant the site was properly conserved and it
reopened in 2018. In 2016 the Hidden Abbey project
used ground-penetrating radar in the prison car park,
close to where Henry I was buried in front of the high altar.
Alas there was no second king in a car park and the
project found no more than did Cecil Slade’s earlier
excavations.

Henry gave the Abbey over 200 relics, including the hand
of St James the Great of Compostela brought from
Germany by Henry’s daughter Matilda, without
permission. Found when the prison was built, it now rests
in St Peter’s RC church in Marlow. The St James link is
kept in the three scallop shells of the Reading Borough
coat of arms. The Abbey was always royal and used by
kings travelling with their court, up to Henry VIII. Paintings
in the Museum of Reading depict scenes from its history,
including the 1453 Parliament held there. There were
frequent rows between the Abbot and the town Council

A new gaol for Reading and Berkshire was built in 184244 on part of the Abbey Church site, designed by Gilbert
Scott to look like Reading Castle. It closed in 1939, was
briefly used by the Air Force, then linked to offences at
Heathrow airport and until 2013 served as a young
offenders’ institution. In 2013 MOLA dug 14 trenches but
curiously stopped when they found something – there
was no further investigation – but they found Medieval
evidence. It is curious that nothing has been published
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about these excavations. In 2016 Artangel arranged an
exhibition, tours, and talks on the prison. In 2019 there
was a ‘Gaol hug’ by the campaign to save the gaol, which
is currently on the market for £2.5 million, and there is
support for it to become a cultural centre. The artist
Banksy added an original painting of an escaping convict
to the outer wall on the prison, on Forbury Road.

features logged in the Historic Environment Record
(HER) was not decisive. Topographical evidence seems
to suggest that the ridgetop followed by the modern
B4000 might have been favoured by the Roman
engineers, deviating from the straight-line route in order
to avoid the gullies and spurs of the Lambourne valley. It
is even possible that the ridgetop carried an ancient
trackway: an Iron Age trackway pre-dating the Roman
invasion by 100 years has been found near Shrewsbury,
for example, comprising a metalled road 1.5m high by 6m
wide. Thatcham could well have been the hub of a very
old network of roads.

John’s talk was lively, full of fascinating detail and it really
brought to life a site that many of us take for granted.
There is so much more to be discovered here.
PS This year is the 100th Anniversary of the Berkshire
Organists’ Association (BOA). The Town Hall contains
the famous ‘Father’ Willis organ so in celebration the BOA
commissioned a new piece of organ music, based on the
round ‘Sumer is icumen in’, found at the Abbey. Ghislaine
Reece-Trapp’s ‘Fantasia on Sumer is icumen in’ was
performed in a Town Hall recital on Heritage Day in
September, to great acclaim.

Not far from one of the conjectural Roman road-junctions
the HER showed evidence of low-level early Roman
dwellings, a settlement apparently abandoned until the
late Roman period, when similar dwellings were built
again. Here Keith found that a local landowner had a
collection of Roman coins given to him over the years by
metal detectorists. Some were found in the area of
settlement, but others had been found scattered on
farmland separated from the settlement site by an area of
boggy ground. It seems likely that the widely scattered
coins were distributed when rubbish tips were spread
around during manuring.

Jill York
All roads lead to Wickham
A talk by Keith Abbott, a BAS member, on Saturday 20th
November 2021

Keith then decided on three tactics in the search for the
road junction: (1) a geophysical survey; (2) a
topographical survey; and (3) identification of a collection
of coins, in the possession of the landowner, and found
during a metal-detecting rally in 1990.

Keith explained that his talk would summarise his
contribution so far to the Society’s ‘Roman Berkshire
Project II’, organised by the Study Group. The project
gathers, collates, and analyses evidence about Roman
Berkshire. Having joined the Study Group, Keith was
assigned the Thatcham area. He looked at published
accounts of local evidence and decided to walk around
the area to see how things appeared on the ground.

Five specific sites were surveyed, revealing several
ancient agricultural features but no archaeological finds.
Avenues for future exploration start at Radley Farm
(National Grid SU 375704, HER no MWB17613), which is
the known location of the Bath road nearest to the junction
with Ermin Street. A series of geophysical surveys are
planned, over woodland, rarely ploughed pasture, and
regularly ploughed fields, including the assumed route of
the road up the slope from Radley Bottom to Stibbs
Wood. Here an existing track makes a turn to avoid a
steep scarp and the Roman road may have done the
same. Field boundaries support that possibility. The
conjectural straight line of the road marked on OS maps,
on the other hand, runs through a boggy area and is
therefore rather implausible.

Two striking features of the area are apparent near
Wickham (north-west of Newbury). One is abundant
evidence of Roman occupation: particularly a 700m by
100m linear settlement, apparently unplanned, along the
line of a road. The other is the junction of two important
Roman roads. Although the road layouts make clear that
this junction must have existed, its precise location,
intriguingly, has never been identified.
The roads in question are Ermin Street (Margary 41),
running from Silchester to Newport via Cirencester,
constructed not long after the conquest, as a military
supply route for the legions in south Wales; and the road
from Silchester to Bath (Margary 53), which probably
carried predominantly administrative and commercial
traffic, and was busy enough to support a 24-room stonebuilt mansio at Mildenhall (Cunetio). Since a temple at
Bath is first referred to in AD 76, we may assume that the
road to Bath was built c. AD 50 – 75.

The next phase of the geophysical survey will attempt to
establish whether the Roman road to the east of Radley
Farm turns towards the north in the Wickham direction, or
continues undeviating in a straight line, or even perhaps
turns towards the south in the direction of Stockcross.
Discovering the alignment of the Bath road east of Radley
Farm should reveal the location of its junction with Ermin
Street.

In his quest for the road junction Keith searched for the
exact local route of Ermin Street, for which several
conjectures have been proposed. He found that plotting

Although decisive archaeological evidence of the road
junction has not so far been found, Keith’s investigations
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brought two welcome surprises. The first was that in
talking to the local farmer, Keith discovered that a relative
of his was involved in the 1960s in an excavation of the
Roman road. A report had been made of the excavation,
and the farmer managed to supply a typewritten copy,
which seems now to be unique. An enticing entry dated 2
March 1968 refers to a road 7.3m wide with ditches on
either side and a surface of hand-packed flints. Keith
intends to publish this long-forgotten report.

coins recorded by the Portable Antiquities Scheme, the
Wickham collection is skewed towards the late Roman
period, especially from AD 330–378.
Given that very little modern development obscures the
landscape in the Wickham area, Keith hopes to continue
investigations with the following steps:
1 Publication of the typewritten report of the 1960s
excavation
2 Determining the exact route of the road to Bath
3 Determining the exact route of Ermin Street
(steps 2 & 3 revealing the junction)
4 Geophysical and, possibly, community
archaeology projects
5 Conclusions, including an evaluation of the
Wickham area in the wider Roman context.

The second useful surprise was that the collection of
Roman coins mentioned earlier in the talk was offered by
the farmer to Keith for examination. It comprises nearly
130 coins, some in good condition (e.g., a nummus of
Constantine II) but mostly in a poor state. Newbury
Museum has been able to identify the coins, some of
which are particularly interesting, for example the latest
one, from AD 388–402, from the reign of the usurper
Eugenius, lost within a few years of the departure of the
Romans. Low denomination coins predominate, and 93
are definitely dated. About half of the collection come from
identifiable mints, for example 10 from Trier in Germany,
14 from Lugdunum (Lyon), one from the ‘C-mint’ (thought
probably to have been sited in Calleva) from the reign of
Alectus, AD 293–6. In comparison with the mean date of

Keith has been inspired by this intriguing project and
hopes that it will encourage other members to become
involved in the Society’s work.
Toby Bainton

BAS Day School 2021
This Day School took place at the Cornerstone, Wokingham on Saturday 2nd October 2021 and was attended by some 30
people including the speakers. The day was chaired by Keith Abbott.
Mike Fulford on the Silchester baths
The first presentation was by Mike Fulford on his work on the Baths at Silchester. He brought us up to speed with the site
by revisiting the work carried out in 2018 and 2019 before positioning the work carried out in 2021. He then explained how
the caldarium of the first bath house, built AD 50-60, was changed over time with the repositioning of the stoke hole, the
hot plunge, and the heated floor.
He then outlined the work carried out in 2021 when they excavated the interior of the early 3rd century caldarium which
Mike stated was very well preserved. They also excavated the outside walls of the caldarium of the first baths and found
that it was resting on oak beams with an adjacent drain and a sump. Environmental evidence from the sump suggests that
sewage from the bath’s toilets was draining into the sump and may have been used to fill the caldarium hot bath.
Celebrating the Society’s 150th anniversary
After Mike’s talk, we moved to cut the cake celebrating the Society’s 150th anniversary, see Figure 1 below.
Fiona MacDonald, Recent work in East Berkshire
Fiona started by explaining that since the last BAS Day School her team had recorded 166 new monuments, 254 fieldwork
events, 749 consultations, and carried out 200 HER searches and that Heritage Gateway hits on Berkshire Archaeology
sites had increased by 75% pcm. She then went on to present details of 4 sites:
• The Tilehurst Bank: which is 10m wide and 6m high and runs south of the Oxford Road. Recent work by Cotswold
Archaeology showed that it was of Middle Iron Age date
• Woodcote road, Caversham, where excavations by Thames Valley Archaeological Services revealed the remains of a
Roman settlement
• Arborfield garrison and a large surrounding area where there are a large number of archaeological features with the
results being drawn together by Museum of London Archaeology
• The former Horlicks factory, Slough, where Foundations Archaeology work at Plough Less Farm revealed structured
flint deposits, and medieval and post medieval evidence
Thanks are due to Fiona for introducing us to sites which fit with our current study areas.
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Figure 1: Mike cutting the cake with many of the Day School attendees. Photo courtesy of Keith Abbott.
Sarah Orr, Recent archaeological work in West Berkshire
Sarah started her presentation by explaining recent changes to the organisation of heritage in West Berkshire Council and
then presented details of 10 archaeological sites across the area. These included work at:
• Hartshill Copse quarry, where Thames Valley Archaeological Services: added to the work of Cotswold Archaeology in
2002
• Greenham, where Thames Valley Archaeological Services found the remains of round houses and an unusual
Roman flagon
• Donnington, where Foundations Archaeology found evidence of a ring ditch
• South of Priory Road, Hungerford, where Thames Valley Archaeological Services found an unusual Roman lamp and
a notable early Neolithic pit rich in artefacts
• Market Street, Newbury, where Oxford Archaeology investigated a WWII communal air raid shelter
Sarah completed her presentation with details of recent publications she had received, and images of some finds received
by Phil Smither, the PAS Finds Liaison Officer.
Andrew Hutt, Berkshire Archaeological Society: 150 years of contributing to Berkshire’s Archaeology
Andrew presented the lecture version of the material shown in the exhibition of the same name and described in the
Society’s Summer 2021 newsletter.
Catherine Petts, Excavations at the Bishops Palace, Sonning 2012-14
Catherine started her presentation by giving a brief resumé of the two people who led this work: Charles Keyser and Harold
Brakspear. She then went on to describe how Keyser led an excavation which removed 6 to 10 feet of overburden to reach
the remains of the Bishop’s Palace and that this included removing the remains of two later buildings which were not
recorded. The rest of her presentation explained the phasing of the development of the Palace and its history; it was owned
by the Bishops of Salisbury and then by Queen Elizabeth I and her successors.
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John Mullaney, Reading Abbey
John started his presentation with a mention of the archaeological excavations at Reading Abbey from 1779 and through
the 19th century. He then provided a summary of Cecil Slade’s excavations 1971-75, the Waterfront excavations 1979-88
and the Stratascan Ground Penetrating Radar survey in 2016.
While giving these summaries he highlighted the fact that they provided contradictory evidence concerning the length of
the nave of the Abbey. He then explained that the geophysics evidence and 12th century documents showed there was a
pulpitum at the west end of the chancel.
Tim Lloyd, Roman Abingdon
Tim started by positioning Abingdon as an oppidum in late Iron Age southern England and then presented details of the
oppidum ditches and other evidence found in the excavations at the Vineyard and the Western Central Development Area.
He then presented details of the expansion of the town during the Roman period. He ended his talk by presenting details
of the Roman sites around Abingdon.
Overall conclusion
This event occurred in what may have been a lull in the Covid pandemic and as such everybody found it interesting and a
welcome opportunity to chat with people they had not seen for a long time.
Andrew Hutt

BAS 150 – Over and out!
As 2021 draws to a close the Society has now completed its 150th anniversary celebrations. Looking back at these
celebrations it has been, as always in life, a case of triumph and tragedy.
The Covid-19 pandemic very quickly put paid to the kick-off event in Newbury planned for early February, and, eventually,
to the celebration dinner planned for November. But everything else planned by the BAS 150 working group went ahead
in some way, shape or form. My thanks to the other members of this now disbanded working group, Anne Harrison, Anne
Helmore and Andrew Hutt for all their hard work and support. My thanks too to Tim Lloyd the society’s webmaster for
putting information about the events plus all the PAS 150 items on to the website week by week, and for designing the
celebratory posters and the posters advertising the exhibition.
My thanks to Andrew Hutt for the sterling work he did researching and pulling together the ‘Berkshire Archaeological
Society 150 years of archaeology in Berkshire’ exhibition. My thanks too, to Anne Harrison and Catherine Petts for
their research and to Toby Bainton for his proof-reading. With all museums having exhibition backlogs due to the pandemic,
it was very pleasing that the celebratory exhibition managed to tour to Newbury, Maidenhead and Reading.
My thanks to Mike Fulford and Andrew Hutt for their talks, to Catherine Petts and Alison McQuitty for their toasts and to Tim
Lloyd for talking about the celebratory posters at ‘The Berkshire Archaeological Society celebrates 150!’ event, originally
planned as a garden party, but held online in June.
Having arranged all the speakers and the venue including moving the date from late April to early October I was very
disappointed, for health reasons, not to be able to run the celebratory Day School. My thanks to Keith Abbott for doing
this in my stead, and to Anne Harrison for procuring the celebratory cake, which I hear was delicious.
There was a celebratory lecture series themed around ‘greater Berkshire’ which due to the November lecturer’s ill health
had a slightly longer run than anticipated and indeed will now conclude with the Member’s Talks in December. My thanks
to Keith Abbott for standing in at short notice in both March and November and to all the other lecturers.
My thanks to Phil Smither, Finds Liaison Officer, Berkshire, for his PAS 150 idea, for selecting such a wide variety of items
found across Berkshire from the Portable Antiquities Scheme database and for tweeting them one by one over several
months.
Finally, but by no means least, my thanks to Isobel MacLean who researched the Society’s archives and journals and wrote
an article for the Reading Museum blog on the work the Society has done over the years at Reading Abbey:
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/blog/berkshire-archaeology-society-150-and-reading-abbey-900
With so many people to thank for so much I do hope I haven’t forgotten anyone, and if so, I do beg your pardon.
Julie Worsfold
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BAS Study Group
The Study Group has changed the way it works. There is now a Zoom session on the 1st Wednesday in the month to
discuss archaeology followed, a week later, with a pub lunch at The Wheelwright’s Arms, Davis Way, Reading, RG10 0TR.
If you want to learn about Berkshire’s archaeology join the Zoom session, if you want a chat, come to lunch – you need to
book a place by contacting Keith Abbott at secretary@berksarch.co.uk.
September 2021 meeting
The meeting in September started with brief summaries of the planned fieldwork at Runnymede and the current state of the
Berkshire Roman project 2. This year’s issue of Oxoniensia included a review by Paul Booth of the Land of the Atrebates,
Berkshire Archaeological Journal volume 83. Andrew gave a presentation of the lessons which could be learned from this
reaction to work by the Society’s members. He then gave a presentation which proposed that the next stage of the Berkshire
Roman Project 2 should focus on the social changes evident in the archaeological remains.
October 2021 meeting
This meeting started with a presentation by Andrew of the results of the Runnymede geophysics training event run in
partnership with the National Trust and the Surrey County Archaeological Unit (see elsewhere in this newsletter). Keith
Abbot gave a presentation of the Radley Farm 2021 project where he is investigating the line of the Roman road from
Silchester to Bath. The meeting closed with a summary of progress on the Berkshire Roman Project 2 and some words
about the BAS Day School proposed for April 2022.
November 2021 meeting
The main focus of this meeting was processing LIDAR data.
Bob Brewer started the proceedings by giving a presentation of the software he was using to process LIDAR data. He
explained that he downloaded data from the Environment Agency’s website and then used the Relief Visualization Toolbox
(RVT) to process the results. He demonstrated the use of various algorithms provided in the toolkit including:
•
•
•

Hill shading/oblique illumination which allowed you to move the direction and angle of the sun
Sky view factor visualisation
Openness visualisation

For more information see the website: https://iaps.zrc-sazu.si/en/rvt
This was followed by a talk by Paul Seddon who explained the work of the Beacons of the Past project and suggested the
Society set up a similar project in Berkshire.
Finally, Keith Abbott gave a presentation on his work at Radley Farm.
Andrew Hutt

Runnymede 2021 geophysics training and survey
This event, run in partnership with the National Trust and the Surrey County Archaeological Unit, gave 29 volunteers the
opportunity to learn how to carry out a geophysics survey. It took place as part of National Lottery Heritage Funded (NLHF)
Runnymede Explored project, on the Council Meadow site on the National Trust’s lands at Runnymede in the week Monday
13th to Friday 17th September 2021.
Council Meadow is thought to be the location where the Barons camped in 1215 as they negotiated and signed the Magna
Carta with King John. The geophysics survey results found anomalies round the edge of the higher ground in the Meadow
and suggest that the central area of Council Meadow is devoid of archaeological evidence. If these anomalies are the
result of the Barons’ camp, this suggests they camped round the edge of the higher ground leaving the centre free for
meetings and events such as jousting.
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Runnymede showing County Meadow and the gradiometer survey results
Andrew Hutt
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Talks by other groups

SOCIETY

Maidenhead Archaeological and Historical Society (MAHS)
All talks start at 8pm. Starting in January 2022 there will be a fee of £3 for nonmembers. N.B. The talk by Dr Gabor Thomas will be specially priced as a
fundraiser for future excavations.
Monday 13th December 2021 – Colin Oakes: ‘A Christmas Day in the Workhouse’
Wednesday 26th January 2022 – Dr Gabor Thomas: ‘Cookham Abbey ReDiscovered’
Wednesday 23rd February 2022 – Graham Twemlow: ‘Your Country Needs You
– Propaganda Posters of the First and Second World Wars’
Wednesday 30th March 2022 – Colin Oakes: ‘The London That Never Was: Plans
that Never Came to Fruition’
For further information and access to the Zoom links, please email:
paul@c21networks.co.uk

Marlow Archaeology Group (MAG)
http://marlowarch.co.uk
Talks start at 8pm and can be booked via the website.
Thursday 13th January 2022 – Prof Vince Gaffney: ‘Doggerland’

South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group (SOAG)
http://www.soagarch.org.uk

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN
President: Professor Michael Fulford
CBE FBA FSA
The Society was founded in 1871
and for over 150 years has
encouraged
and
supported
archaeological
activities
in
Berkshire.
Everybody with an interest in
archaeology is welcome to attend
our meetings and join the Society.
It does not matter whether your
interest in archaeology is newly
found or long standing, the Society
offers activities from regular
lectures, an annual Day School
(conference)
and
visits
to
excavations and research.
All members receive a monthly enews sheet with news of the
Society’s events and other events
in
Berkshire,
this
quarterly
newsletter and a free copy of The
Berkshire Archaeological Journal
published by the Society.
Officers of the Society:

For this season SOAG is running a mixture of online and in-person lectures. All
start at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) and are open to all.
The in-person lectures are held at the Sonning Common Village Hall, donations
at the door are appreciated.
Non-members who wish to attend online meetings should email
events@soagarch.org.uk to receive registration details.
Thursday 27th January 2022 (online via Zoom)
Lecture by: Paul Seddon, (Maidenhead Archaeological and History Society)
Title: ‘The Buckinghamshire Thames Archaeology Project'.
Thursday 24th February 2022 (Sonning Common Village Hall)
Lecture by: Dr Edward Caswell (Oxfordshire Finds Liaison Officer)
Title: 'A Place called Home: a new baseline study of Bronze Age settlement sites in
Britain'.

Chair: Andrew Hutt
chair@berksarch.co.uk
Secretary: Keith Abbot
secretary@berksarch.co.uk
Treasurer: Anne Harrison
treasurer@berksarch.co.uk
Membership Secretary:
Anne Harrison
membership@berksarch.co.uk
Lectures & visits:
Andrew Hutt
lectures@berksarch.co.uk
Day Schools:
Andrew Hutt
lectures@berksarch.co.uk
Study Group & Field Projects:
Andrew Hutt
projects@berksarch.co.uk

Input to the Newsletter
If you have an archaeological story, you feel would interest the Society and would
like included in the next newsletter, please send it to Julie Worsfold at
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk before Monday 21st February 2022. Thank you.

Newsletter Editor: Julie Worsfold
newsletter@berksarch.co.uk
Website: Tim Lloyd
webmaster@berksarch.co.uk
For more contacts and more
information about the Society visit:
www.berksarch.co.uk

@BerksArchSoc
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